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I Appreciate Your Feedback!
I feel like I would be avoiding the proverbial elephant in the room if I didn't use this opportunity to briefly
respond to the feedback I received in regard to my March Tower Chimes article ("Post-Impeachment
Reflection"). One thing is for sure, in my 28 years of writing newsletter articles, nothing ever aroused a
response – both positive and negative – like that one. If ever I wondered whether or not people read what I
write, there's no wondering anymore!
First and foremost, I want you to know how much I appreciate the honest and sincere feedback you shared
with me, both supportive and critical. Whether it was a phone call, letter, email, or an on-the-spot verbal reply,
I'm truly grateful that many of you were willing to share your honest feelings and reactions to what I wrote.
For many of us, openly telling someone with whom we haven't yet built a relationship of trust that we disagree
with them, or are angered by something they wrote or said, is terribly difficult. And so I want to thank you for
taking a chance on me, and for exhibiting the courage to say something, not knowing how I would respond.
Please know that I've taken everything you shared with me to heart.
My hope is that as we get to know each other better, you will also come to know my pastoral heart, that my
primary desire is that all of us, including myself, continually grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ and our
trust in God above all. And when the pathway become a little bumpy from time to time, we'll walk it together
in love.

Pastor Drew

LOOKING FOR GRADUATES
Is there someone in your family that is graduating from high school or
college? Please contact the church office by May 1 as plans are being
made for Graduate Recognition Sunday.
Please send a photo of your graduate along with the name of
their school and their degree to the church office for the newsletter and
bulletin board.

Listen to Our 9:30 Service on the Internet
WPHM offers a listen live option via the Internet. You can listen to our 9:30 service via your computer no
matter where you are. To use this service go to www.wphm.net. At the top of the page will be a box with a
large red arrow and the words Listen Live. Click on the red arrow. You will be able to hear the radio
broadcast. This option allows our snowbirds and travelers to stay connected to FUMC Please consider
taking advantage of this wonderful option.
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Holy Week Worship Bags
You are invited to join with others in the congregation to observe Holy Week in a new way. This year worship
bags will be prepared containing an item for each day of Holy Week, starting with Palm Sunday and ending
with Easter. This is an excellent way to prepare our hearts and minds for the joy of Easter.
Worship bags will be available for pick up on Friday March 26 from 2-6 PM. Simply drive under the overhang and a bag will be delivered to your car. Worship bags for our shut-ins will be delivered. Supplies are
limited.

March 28—Palm Sunday
Holy week greeting from Bishop David Bard https://vimeo.com/519188868 (4 minutes)
April 1—Maundy Thursday, no service at the church, but a prerecorded video featuring Bishop
David Bard is available to view (https://vimeo.com/515770078) (38 minutes)
April 2—Good Friday, Church office closed
Option 1 - In person Tenebrae service at 7 pm, leadership provided by clergy from Avoca,
Central Lakeport, Gratiot Park, Jeddo, Marysville, North Street and Port Huron First United
Methodist Churches. Service will be live streamed through our Facebook page.
Option 2 - Pre-recorded service from the Michigan Conference
https://vimeo.com/512223239 (23 minutes)
April 4—Easter Sunday
Sunrise service at the International Plaza by the Blue Water Bridge at 7 am
Traditional worship service at 9:30 am at the church. Service will be live streamed through
our Facebook page.
Prerecorded video from the Michigan Conference https://vimeo.com/518713267
(4 minutes) children’s time by Rev. Kathy Pittenger
April 5—Church office closed
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Kris Brown & family
Courtnie Bush, great-niece of Sharon Betts
Amy Carpenter, cousin of Carolyn Kaidan
Joan Cubitt, mother of Kay Thomas
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and Marilyn
Vander Esch
Ron Doran, brother of Janet Doran
Collette Gravel, sister-in-law of Pierrette and
Jim Thelander
Suzanne Gray, friend of O’Dells
Joe Higgins, nephew of Bob & Carol Kandell
Helen Jewell
Cyndy Keesler, daughter of Alice Giese
Stephanie Kresin, niece of Kathy Kelly
Connie LaFrance

Val Maher, friend of Carolyn Kaidan
Maryanne McNutt
Sue Pettengill
Ann Poirier, aunt of Carolyn Kaidan
Larry Sanders, uncle of Carolyn Kaidan
Joanne Schaefer
Mark Scott, son of Mel and Ruth Ann Scott
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein
Erika Staiger and Andrew
John Staiger
Julie & Sharon Staiger
Donna Taylor
Callum Troy, friend of Dan Colgan

PosieTuckey, great-great niece of
Mary Daniels
Noreen Wager
Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger
Paul & Kathy Williams
Bonnie Wright, mother of Susan Allen
Lilly Wright, niece of Rev. Bill and Dayna
All serving in the Armed Forces
Jenna and Kyle
Our homeless community
Port of Hopes patrons
Soup Kitchen Staff and Volunteers
The son of Jean Sones Goff
Lynn, daughter of Mel & Ruth Ann Scott

Christian sympathy extended to
Jim Brown and family on the passing of Freida Brown on February 17, 2021.
Kris Brown and family on the passing of her son, Stephen Kelch, on March 2, 2021. Stephen was also the
grandson of Jim and Freida Brown






PRAY FOR LEADERS OF THE LIBERIA CONFERENCE
Bishop Samuel Quire
Rev. Samuel Kanwea, District Superintendent Grand Gedeh District
Rev. Morrison Wleh, Nanu Kru District
Rev. Morris Jarkloh, Sinoe District

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES AND PEACE CORPS
Lieutenant Colonel Eric D. Swanson, 1st CAG Inspector & Instructor, Camp Pendleton, CA (Pearl Swanson’s nephew)
Chief MSgt. Gordon Wager, stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (son of Bill & Judi Wager,
grandson of Noreen Wager)
LCDR John DeLano, serving at Fort McNair, Washington DC. (the Vinande’s son-in-law)
Sgt. Nathan Holdburg, serving at Camp Pendleton, CA (son of Marcia Holdburg)
Airman Jared Ward, stationed at Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska (son of Jerry & Jennifer Ward)

PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTER LIBERIAN CHURCHES...
William N. Ross UMC-Grand Gedeh District — Rev. Jacob S. Natham, II and Rev. Pewee Wiakanty; R.G. Togba UMC,
Nana Kru District — Rev. Aloysius Dugbe and Pastor Matilda Wleh; Tubmanville UMC, Sinoe District — Rev. Lawrence
Sackor

The deadline for the May 2021 Tower Chimes is:
Thursday, April 15. Please submit articles to
the church office to be included in the
next issue. Everyone is interested in
your news and needs your committee
information.

If you would like to be included on the
weekly church email News to Share,
please email the church office at
phfumc@gmail.com or call
810/985-8107.
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Resurrection Buns are coming
This year the youth are unable to offer their traditional Easter breakfast. However, all is not lost.
Kathy Ekelund and Carol Miller have graciously agreed to carry on our tradition of Resurrection Buns
for Easter breakfast.
144 buns will be made available for take-out. Pick up will be on Saturday, April 3 in the afternoon
between 2 and 4 PM. The buns must be preordered and picked up on Saturday. Since the supply is
limited to 144, you are encouraged to order early. Once the 144 limit is reached, no more buns will be
available.
This will be a fund-raiser for our youth program so a very generous donation is encouraged when you
order or you pick up the buns.
Please fill out the order form below and return to the church office. (Mailing it is preferred, or drop it
off on Sunday morning)

Name_________________________________________________
Number of Resurrection buns ____________________________
Phone number ___________________________ (in case we need to remind you to pick up
your order)
Cost: A donation toward our youth program
Mail order form to First United Methodist Church, c/o Youth program, 828 Lapeer, Port Huron,
Michigan 48060

Thanks to those who have supported the Flower and
Radio Ministries in March
Radio
In memory of Prudence Ecker by Mary Ecker
United Methodist Women
Flowers
United Methodist Women
In memory of mom Gene Palmer by Mary Daniels

The 2021 flowers and radio sign-up
chart is up on the bulletin board across
from Wesley Hall.
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Youth Group Tentative Schedule
Time: 11:30 – 2 pm
March 14 – Lunch, devotion, fun and games
March 21 – Lunch, devotion, fun and games
March 28 – Lunch, devotion, fun and games
APRIL
April 3, Saturday – Be @church @ 10:30 to make Resurrection Buns
April 4 - NO YOUTH, EASTER
April 11 – Lunch, devotion, fun and games
April 18 – Lunch, devotion, fun and games
April 25 – Lunch, devotion, fun and games
MAY
May 2 – Lunch, devotion, fun and games
May 9 – NO YOUTH, MOTHER’S DAY
May 16 – Lunch, devotion, fun and games
May 23 – Lunch, devotion, fun and games
May 30 – NO YOUTH, MEMORIAL WEEKEND

Native American Ministries
Sunday offering. This offering funds
scholarships for United Methodist Native
American seminarians, strengthens and
develops Native American ministries and
communities, both urban and rural, and
supports Native American outreach at the
annual conference level.

April 2021
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Ushers Needed
Now that in-person worship has resumed, ushers are needed. What does
an usher do? An usher greets people as they enter the sanctuary and
hands out an index card and pencil so that worshipers can record their
attendance. They direct people to a seat if needed and may dismiss
people at the end of the service.
A sign up sheet for ushers is on the bulletin board directly opposite the
middle sanctuary doors. Please consider signing up and offering your
service to the church in this way.

United Methodist Men
The United Methodist Men will be meeting
Wednesday April 14 and Wednesday May 12 at 6:30
for coffee, dessert, and social time. Please consider
joining us as we reconnect after a long season apart.

We are delighted to announce that congregational hymn
singing has resumed.
Masks must be worn. Research has shown that
singing hymns while wearing a mask is a lower risk
activity.
Thank you to our music director, Steve Grattan, for
keeping track of the research on singing hymns.
Come Sunday and sing God's praises!!

The church newsletter, Tower Chimes, may now
be viewed and enjoyed online! It is under the
MEDIA section of the church's website. The
web address to the newsletter is
https://www.phfumc.org/media

The Sunday worship service is now
streamed on Facebook each week. You can
also watch on phfumc.org.

If you wish to read the Tower Chimes online only
and be removed from receiving it in the mail,
please contact the church office at (810) 9858107 or phfumc@gmail.com so that our
newsletter mailing list may be updated.
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Another beautiful day is beginning, the sky is blue and the sun is shining brightly. On Sunday
Pastor Drew talked about the possibility of an early morning Sunrise Service and that to me puts
hope in my heart for a brighter 2021.
Now let’s talk for a minute about UMW, and where we are as we move towards a more normal way
of meeting.
The committee met on Thursday to plan our agenda for 2021, and as a voice representing all the
women of FUMC, we are moving forward cautiously into the months ahead. We are unable to have
the rummage sale, and the cherry pies sales this year but we are looking forward to a brighter
September.
In the meantime we will be keeping all of you informed of the UMW activities by way of the Tower
Chimes, shareabouts during Sunday Church services the post office etc.
If you have any questions, and I mean anything you would like to talk about, please call me at 9375505. leave a message and I will return your call.
We have an amazing church family and as a group of United Methodist women and men, it doesn’t
get any better than that. THANKS BE TO GOD.
Stay healthy, safe and strong in prayers.
UMW President Joan Fleet

UMW REFLECTION
“Just think: you’re not here by chance, but by God’s choosing.
His hand formed you and made you the person you are.
He compares you to no one else - you are one of a kind.
You lack nothing that His grace can’t give you.
He has allowed you to be here at this time in history
To fulfill His special purpose for this generation.
By unknown author
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF TOM STEIN
Carl and Kathy Kelly
Rick and Kathy Slumpff
Bob and Judi Kuschel
Tom and Nancy Smith
William and Catherine Hurley
Joyce Sheffer
Rev. John and Karen Huhtala for Endowment
George Riddering

IN LOVING MEMORY OF FREIDA BROWN
Bernie and Jeannine Schneider
Joan Fleet
Allan Fish
Nancy Rock
Patricia Kelly
Jerry Hisscock
Carol White
Brenda Wheatley
Alan Zieg
Mike and Debbie Timm
Marilyn Dostie
Elsie Van Camp
Gordon and Doreen MacDonald
Buckeye Community Bank
Jenella Smith-Emelianov
Susan Watson
David Sheaffer
Shirley Seely
Richard and Martha Chapman
Dr. Edward and Nancy Ryan
Randy and Christine Vinande
Christine Henderson
Edna Foss
Deborah Lucas
Tom and Jean Norager
Suzanne Swain and David Perry

IN LOVING MEMORY OF LINDA OSBORN FOR
SANCTUARY CHOIR MUSIC
Pearl Swanson
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Dearest friends at FUM Church,
Thank you so very much for your prayers for
the Staiger family over the years. Julie is
doing much better than she has in years. I still
use my crutch (knees) but am doing very well
also. Due to your prayers, Erika and John IV
have excelled. Erika graduated four years at Michigan
State and three years at the University of Southern
Florida, Tampa with honors and a Master’s Degree in
English, Fiction Writing. She now lives in Orlando,
Florida working as a manager for the Tutoring
Department for all classes at the University of Central
Florida. Andrew proposed on New Year’s Eve to Erika
and we are so pleased. The family is looking forward to
a July wedding in 2022 or 2023 due to Covid 19. They
also have a dog, cat and pet rabbit.
John IV is a tall handsome man with a short trim beard.
He graduated Magna Cum Laude from the Emory
Riddle Aeronautical Engineering University at Daytona,
Florida last May. He also was in the Honors Program.
He has moved to Texas-the Houston area and is working
for an aerospace company with contracts with N.A.S.A.
He is working on the new space station. He lives 1 1/2
miles from the Johnson Space Center. I am so blessed
to be their grandmother. I thank God and FUMC for
their success. I hold all of you in my heart during this
difficult time. I share your pain and worry, but I know
life will slowly get better. Still going strong at 82 years
young. Rely on your faith in God to keep you strong.
With love and hugs,
Sharon M. Staiger

Nursery Attendant Job Posting
Immediate opening for nursery attendant. The hours of
employment are 9:00 – 11:00 AM on appointed Sunday
mornings, with the opportunity to occasionally provide
child care during special functions.
Applicants for this position must be at least 18 years old,
and must provide three letters of reference, preferably
including a pastoral reference. Job responsibilities
include child care, interaction with parents, and attention
to cleanliness and sanitation of the environment.
Interested persons may apply by completing application
forms available during business hours in the church
office. The completed form should be returned to the
church office in care of the Staff Pastor Parish Relations
Committee.

First United Methodist Church

Page 9

Save the Date!

April 2021

Mission Interns

Kids Discovery Network (KDN)

Are you a young adult who enjoys
working with children and sharing
the Word of the Lord?
Apply for a paid summer internship
at KDN!
(must be 18 years or older)

June 12

th

Rock the Block 2021 is a
neighborhood revitalization and
beautification effort that offers
minor exterior home repairs to
homeowners at Gratiot Park and
Mansfield Park in Port Huron.

Let’s reach out and
Rock the Block!

Please contact Susan Repp (810-841-7993 or
dwrscr@aol.com) or Bruce Hurd (810-3343877 or clawstech@yahoo.com) for any
questions.

michiganumc.org/resources/young-adult/
For more information, contact Annie Timm
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We are accepting applications for a Director of Children, Youth, and Family
Ministries. This is a full-time salaried position which will begin in the spring of
2021. The successful candidate:





has a personal faith in Jesus Christ
has experience in effectively ministering to children and youth
is familiar with current issues facing young people as well as their families
is able to lead teams of lay servants and work as part of a team (the staff)

This candidate will endeavor to equip our families, children, and youth to be
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ within the spirit of our Wesleyan/United Methodist tradition.
To apply, please download and complete an application for employment and return it with your
resume and cover letter to phfumc.jobs@gmail.com. Please include in your letter a paragraph or two
about your call to ministry with children and youth.
For a complete job description, go to our website phfumc.org and click on job posting.
ReConnect – ReCreate – ReNew

SUMMER CAMP 2021
Friendships, fun, games and new adventures! Singing,
campfires, evenings under the stars! God is here!
Getting outside in fresh air, among the trees and along the
lake sounds like a slice of heaven after a long year. With all
safety protocols in place, SUMMER CAMP 2021 is ready to
welcome you!
Our camps follow guidelines developed by the American
Camp Association, in relation with the Centers for Disease Control, to provide a safe experience for
campers and staff.
Elementary Camps
 Middle School Camps


High School Camps



Adventure Camps (Middle and High School) launching from Lake Michigan Camp & Retreat



Family Camps & Retreats

Register today! https://umcamping.org/events/
Early Bird Rate: Register by April 30 and save $21 on full week camps
New Camper Rebate! $50 rebate ($25 for mini camps) for first-time campers and the friend who invites
them!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
1—Joan Andresen
2—Sharon Bean
3—Frank Teetzel
4—Ron Allen
4—Wendy Crawford
4—Kelsey Howard
6—Barbara Hurd
8—Lee Aplin
9—Corey Timm
10—Betty Richter
10—Don Kleinstiver

11—Avery Awe
13—Josie Awe
14—Jenella SmithEmelianov
14—Deb Biskner
15—Terry London
15—Jacob Fogal
15—Scott McNutt
16—Karen Meshew
16—Mary Colgan
16—Laura Kempf

17—LuAnn Jones
17—Sue Christensen
17—Debbie Timm
17—Ellie Banish
17—Jared Ward
17—Marilyn Vander Esch
19—Austin Meister
20—Jenna Belanger Reed
21—Richard Newsome
22—Norm Budd

22—Nancy Rock
23—Janet Clark
25—Karen Huhtala
26—Gavin Howard
29—Tia Lyn Redmond
29—Doug Howard
29—Kathy Cay
30—Grace Sult

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
1—Harold and Joan Cook
8—Sharon and Dale Hayden
11—Mel and Ruth Ann Scott
20—Chuck & Janet Clark
28—Jenella and Mikhail Emelianov

