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“You’re Right Where You’re Supposed to Be”
I recently sat and talked with a person from our community of faith who’s experiencing a tremendous
amount of grief. Because our culture puts a high premium on quick remedies as well as getting on with it,
many who are in a place of grief struggle with the sense that they’re supposed to be “working through” their
grief. While it’s helpful to bear in mind that there are various ‘stages’ of grief, sometimes knowing that can
be a hindrance because it results in a perspective that we’re on the clock, so to speak; that I’m supposed to
be at a certain place in my grief process by a certain period of time. The problem is, when it comes to the
grieving, there is no one-size-fits-all process. So, when I suggested to this person that despite where they
think they should be in their grief process, the truth is they’re actually right where they should be, this
came as a surprise. In fact, it had the effect of suddenly freeing them from a self-imposed captivity to a predetermined societal norm. “You mean, it’s OK to be where I’m at in my grief right now?” was the question
put to me. My answer: “Absolutely! You’re right where God wants you, and you don’t need to put any mental
energy in trying to ‘move forward’.” That was welcomed news to this person.
Later that day, when I shared this experience with Caroline, she responded that it’s the same thing with
regard to each of our spiritual journeys. To be honest, I hadn’t made that connection before, but she’s right.
When it comes to our own discipleship pathways, each of us if right where we’re supposed to be. And as
I’ve mulled over this newfound truth, I, too, have found that it has freed me from thinking that I’m supposed
to be further along my spiritual pathway, that I’ve somehow fallen behind and have to play catch-up!
Spiritually, I’m right where God wants and needs me to be! That’s amazing! If this is the case—and I believe
it is—that means my devotional/prayer life is not about forcing myself to pick up the pace in my endeavor to
grow spiritually, but simply to be with and enjoy God’s fellowship in the best way I know how today. How
wonderful!
At the same time, I’m also reminded of this Max Lucado quote: “God loves you just the way you are, but he
refuses to leave you there. He wants you to be just like Jesus.” If this statement is true—and I believe it is—
that means that God does intend for us to grow and mature spiritually, but that it’s really up to him to
ultimately make that happen. We just need to give him something to work with. That is, we need to do our
part, which is incorporating into our lives a time of daily devotions and prayer. AND, when we begin to
sense in our spirit that God is trying to push us a little deeper in our prayer/devotional life, then we respond
by asking God to show us what that might look like.
Personally, for many years I’ve been content with my daily morning devotions. I’ve settled into a comfortable
pattern that has been spiritually fulfilling. However, over the past month or so, I’ve noticed that God’s been
stirring my soul and is nudging me to go deeper, and maybe even to change up my purpose and patterns of
how I spend my time with him. First, I sense that God is wanting me to increase my time with him beyond
just our morning fellowship so that I’m setting aside brief times throughout the day to intentionally be with
him. Second, it feels like’s he wants me to change the pattern of my devotions to a more prayerful model. In
fact, I’m believe I’m being led to incorporate some form of the ancient Christian devotional practice of “The
Daily Office” (Google it) into my daily devotional life.
I’m sharing all of this with you simply to let you know that if you’re of the thinking that you should be further
along your spiritual pathway than you currently are, then you can let that go. Because the truth is, you’re
right where you’re supposed to be. AND, if, as you journey in fellowship with God you do begin to sense
that what you’ve been doing is not quite as enriching as it has been all along, that may be a sign that God’s
pushing you out a little deeper so that you can become a little bit more like Jesus! When that happens, then
allow God to reveal what it is he’d like you to change up in your devotional life. I’m pretty sure he’ll be more
than happy to show you!
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Austin Anspaugh
Kris Brown & family
Courtnie Bush, great-niece of Sharon Betts
Amy Carpenter, cousin of Carolyn Kaidan
Joan Cubitt, mother of Kay Thomas
Mike Daniels, husband of Mary Daniels
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and Marilyn
Vander Esch
Ron Doran, brother of Janet Doran
Collette Gravel, sister-in-law of Pierrette and
Jim Thelander
Suzanne Gray, friend of O’Dells
Joe Higgins, nephew of Bob & Carol Kandell
Gary & Sue Jewell
Helen Jewell
Jerry Johnston, son of Gen Johnston
Stephanie Kresin, niece of Kathy Kelly
Marc Kuschel, son of Judi and Bob Kuschel
Val Maher, friend of Carolyn Kaidan

Margaret & Fritz Matthews, relatives of Vernita
Arnold
Jerry and Joan McCoy
Maryanne McNutt
Kevin Monzo, son-in-law of
Marv & Nancy Warren
Charles Neubert
Tom Palmer, brother of Mary Daniels
Sue Pettengill
Don & Debbie Plaut
Ann Poirier, aunt of Carolyn Kaidan
Larry Sanders, uncle of Carolyn Kaidan
Joanne Schaefer
Mark Scott, son of Mel and Ruth Ann Scott
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein
Erika Staiger and Andrew
John Staiger
Sharon Staiger

Donna Taylor
Callum Troy, friend of Dan Colgan
PosieTuckey, great-great niece of
Mary Daniels
Noreen Wager
Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger
Paul & Kathy Williams
Bonnie Wright, mother of Susan Allen
Lilly Wright, niece of Rev. Bill and Dayna
All serving in the Armed Forces
Jenna and Kyle
Our homeless community
Port of Hopes patrons
Soup Kitchen Staff and Volunteers
The son of Jean Sones Goff
Lynn, daughter of Mel & Ruth Ann Scott
Kristin, granddaughter of Rich and
Char Sponseller
Jim, son-in-law of Carol Floyd

Christian sympathy extended to
Sid La France on the passing of his wife, Connie LaFrance, on May 16






PRAY FOR LEADERS OF THE LIBERIA CONFERENCE
Bishop Samuel Quire
Rev. Samuel Kanwea, District Superintendent Grand Gedeh District
Rev. Morrison Wleh, Nanu Kru District
Rev. Morris Jarkloh, Sinoe District

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES AND PEACE CORPS
Lieutenant Colonel Eric D. Swanson, 1st CAG Inspector & Instructor, Camp Pendleton, CA (Pearl Swanson’s nephew)
Chief MSgt. Gordon Wager, stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (son of Bill & Judi Wager,
grandson of Noreen Wager)
LCDR John DeLano, serving at Fort McNair, Washington DC. (the Vinande’s son-in-law)
Sgt. Nathan Holdburg, serving at Camp Pendleton, CA (son of Marcia Holdburg)
Airman Jared Ward, stationed at Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska (son of Jerry & Jennifer Ward)

PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTER LIBERIAN CHURCHES...
William N. Ross UMC-Grand Gedeh District — Rev. Jacob S. Natham, II and Rev. Pewee Wiakanty; R.G. Togba UMC,
Nana Kru District — Rev. Aloysius Dugbe and Pastor Matilda Wleh; Tubmanville UMC, Sinoe District — Rev. Lawrence
Sackor

The deadline for the July 2021 Tower Chimes is:
Thursday, June 10. Please submit articles to
the church office to be included in the
next issue. Everyone is interested in
your news and needs your committee
information.

If you would like to be included on the
weekly church email News to Share,
please email the church office at
phfumc@gmail.com or call
810/985-8107.
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Library News
The library will be officially open in June!
You may return books any time. There are many outstanding books, so check
your piles to see if they belong here.
There are some new books located on the black rolling shelf in the library.
We have received many donations during the pandemic. Thank you to everyone who donated! I will be
working to catalog them to put in circulation.
Linda taught me the basics of the library and I will do my best to fill her shoes.
Cathy Smart

The church newsletter, Tower Chimes, may now
be viewed and enjoyed online! It is under the
MEDIA section of the church's website. The
web address to the newsletter is
https://www.phfumc.org/media
If you wish to read the Tower Chimes online only
and be removed from receiving it in the mail,
please contact the church office at (810) 9858107 or phfumc@gmail.com so that our
newsletter mailing list may be updated.

As of June 1, Helen Jewell will be
moving. Here is her new address:
Helen Jewell
1610 Duncan Street, Apt. B10
Manchester, MI 48158

Thanks to those who have supported the Flower and
Radio Ministries in May.
Radio
In memory of Floyd Ogden by John & Dale Ann Ogden
In memory of Nellie Fleming & Mary McIntyre by
Kathy Stein & family
Flowers
In memory of loved ones by Al & Nancy Gorinac
In honor of all mothers by Jack & Betty Rowley
In memory of Floyd Ogden by John & Dale Ann Ogden

As part of the City of Port Huron’s effort to
improve its road system, Lapeer Avenue
between 7th Street and 10th Street will be
under construction from June 1st, 2021 to
June 30, 2021. You will need to enter the
church parking by way of Howard Street.

We sure will miss you, Helen!
Listen to Our 9:30 Service on the Internet
WPHM offers a listen live option via the Internet. You can listen to our 9:30 service via your computer no
matter where you are. To use this service go to www.wphm.net. At the top of the page will be a box with a
large red arrow and the words Listen Live. Click on the red arrow. You will be able to hear the radio
broadcast. This option allows our snowbirds and travelers to stay connected to FUMC Please consider
taking advantage of this wonderful option.
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Mid-City Nutrition SOUP KITCHEN VOLUNTEER Information
Something to Consider: After hearing Pastor Drew’s sermon, in
which he spoke about the Soup Kitchen, I felt led by God to think
about adding an additional volunteer day for the FUMC to serve.
After speaking with the Soup Kitchen Director about this, she
indicated the last Sunday of each month from 2:45-5:00 p.m. is a
difficult time to fill. If you would be interested in this additional opportunity to
serve, please contact me (contact info below)…as always, I am deeply grateful for all
our volunteers from FUMC. Some things have changed at the Soup Kitchen and some
things have stayed the same:
Changes:


Meals are not being served in the basement dining area, but are being
distributed as take-out meals at the front door.



Volunteers work downstairs packing meals; there are usually less than 10
people working at a time, between staff and volunteers.



Volunteers have a choice to distribute meals at the door if they choose to or
not; generally, only two people are needed for meal distribution.



All volunteers must wear a mask that covers both the nose and the mouth.

Unchanged:


Please contact Kathy Slumpff if you would like to volunteer 810-966-5221 or 810300-2390. She would appreciate a call one week before your volunteer day, so she
knows how many volunteers to expect and can call “the kitchen” with a count.


3-4 Volunteers are needed for the *1st Wednesday of each month arrive at
2:45 p.m.



3-4 Volunteers are needed for the *3rd Friday of each month arrive at
2:45 p.m.

MANY THANKS to our dedicated volunteers, who have worked regularly, through the
course of this pandemic. As the Soup Kitchen’s motto goes …“Fill a stomach, feed a
soul.”
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Youth Group Tentative Schedule
Time: 11:30 – 2 pm
MAY
May 23 – Lunch, devotion, fun and games
May 30 – NO YOUTH, MEMORIAL WEEKEND
JUNE
June 5—Make Picnic Pack subs 10:30
June 6— NO YOUTH
June 13—Lunch, devotion, fun and games
June 20—NO YOUTH, Father’s Day
June 27—Picnic at Pine Grove Park 11:30 to 2, if it rains, we will meet at the church

Nursery Attendant Job Posting
Immediate opening for nursery attendant. The hours of
employment are 9:00 – 11:00 AM on appointed Sunday
mornings, with the opportunity to occasionally provide
child care during special functions.
Applicants for this position must be at least 18 years
old, and must provide three letters of reference,
preferably including a pastoral reference. Job
responsibilities include child care, interaction with
parents, and attention to cleanliness and sanitation of
the environment.
Interested persons may apply by completing
application forms available during business hours in
the church office. The completed form should be
returned to the church office in care of the Staff Pastor
Parish Relations Committee.

For those who wish to participate in
communion while worshipping from home,
we are now offering a three-month supply of
communion elements that are available for
pick up during regular office hours. For
those unable to get out, please call the
church office at (810) 985-8107 and
arrangements will be made to deliver the
communion elements to you.
Communion is the first Sunday of each
month and the service is broadcast at 9:30
a.m. on WPHM 1380 AM or on Facebook.
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Ushers Needed
A sign up sheet for ushers is on the bulletin
board directly opposite the middle sanctuary
doors. Please consider signing up and
offering your service to the
church in this way.

The 2021 flowers and radio sign-up
chart is up on the bulletin board
across from Wesley Hall.

Important Update from the Reopening Committee
We would like to thank all of you for the excellent following of our guidelines. Through your
cooperation, we have continued to keep each other safe.
The committee met on Sunday, May 16 to review and update our guidelines. After reviewing
current data and updates from the CDC, State, and health department, we have established
the following guidelines.

 Through Sunday June 6, masks will remain mandatory for worship services.
 Beginning Sunday June 13 masks will be optional for worship services. We encourage
you to follow the CDC guidance regarding masks and do what is safest for you and
 others.
 Beginning Sunday June 13, the six foot and every other pew distancing will be
 discontinued.
 Starting Tuesday May 18, masks are optional for small groups. Please do what you feel
safest for yourself and others.
 Following school guidelines, masks will be mandatory for children and youth when they
are together in a group. This will continue until further guidance is available.

We thank you for your patience and cooperation as we navigate all these changes.
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Share our Service—
Are you a Facebook
user?
Feed My Sheep Update
The Feed My Sheep mission, which had
provided a Sunday lunch to the clients of Port
of Hopes, has been suspended. Port of Hopes is
now closed on Saturday and Sunday, so lunches
are not needed. We will continue to provide
assistance with their Easter, July 4th,
Thanksgiving, and Christmas celebrations. Our
current donations are more than adequate to
cover these costs, therefore, donations to this
program are not needed. Thank you for your
past support of this program. We know the
clients really appreciated it.

If so, we would like
you to share our
Sunday morning
worship service. This is
an easy way for us as a church to share
our message of hope and love with
others. To share our service, find the
word share on the bottom right of the
video and click on it. Our church
service will be shared with others in
the world. Please consider doing this
each Sunday as a way to fulfill our
mission of making Disciples for Jesus.

Red Food Pantry
A Communion Service Opportunity
Thank you to all who donated food for the
Red Food Pantry. The tremendous amount
of food given will let us continue to serve
our neighbors who deal with food
insufficiency. As the cost of groceries rises,
more people are supplementing their food
through the pantry. Your donations are
greatly appreciated by our neighbors. We
recently received a thank you note in the
pantry. It thanked us for both the food and
the book barn, mentioning that she had
picked up a few books. This person also
said that she listened to the service on the
radio and had especially enjoyed the Glory
Bells music. She mentioned that many
years ago she had rung in a bell choir for
13 years. She again thanked the church for
the pantry, books, and the worship service.

The Music/Worship committee would like to
create a list of people willing to serve
Communion during the Sunday morning
worship service. Communion is served the
first Sunday of each month and at special
times during the year. Serving communion is
an easy way to be of service to the church
and simply requires being at church, handing
people the bread and juice, and saying a few
words to each person. Having a list of people
willing to serve in this capacity would allow
us to be better prepared for communion. If
you feel this opportunity for service is
something you can do, please
contact Barb Hurd at 810-9879782.
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Mission Interns
Coffee Hour is coming back,
but we need your help
We certainly have missed being able to
socialize with each other. As summer
approaches, we would like to offer a modified
coffee hour. Starting Sunday June 13 and
continuing each Sunday through September 5,
coffee, tea, and juice will be offered outside
under the portico. However, in order to do
this, we need individuals or groups to make the
coffee, hot water, and provide the juice. A sign
up sheet will be available in the gathering
area. If a Sunday is left blank, there will be no
coffee that day. Please consider signing up for
a Sunday and let’s enjoy each other’s company
again.

Kids Discovery Network (KDN)

Are you a young adult who enjoys
working with children and sharing
the Word of the Lord?
Apply for a paid summer internship
at KDN!
(must be 18 years or older)

michiganumc.org/resources/young-adult/
For more information, contact Annie Timm
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Celebration of Life For Paul Postill
When: Sunday, July 11th from 1pm -5pm
Where: Fort Gratiot County Park South Pavilion 3325 Metcalf Road Fort Gratiot,
MI 48059
Food will be served from 1:30 – 3:30 pm It is a catered picnic.
Dress comfortably and bring a lawn chair.
We will share memories of a life well lived.
Please text Barb Postill at (810) 334-4439 or email bpostill@gmail.com if you
will be attending, so I can have a head count for my caterer.

First United Methodist Church

To my church friends,
Thank you so much for the Easter gift. It was
lovely. Today I received my beautiful Mother’s
Day candle courtesy of Judy Parent. It is so nice to know
that those of us at home are so wonderfully remembered.
Thank you again. Bless you all.
Marilyn Dostie

I wish to thank my friends at First Methodist for their
thoughts, prayers, and cards when Freida passed
away in February. They were greatly appreciated.
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To Pastor Drew (and Rachel) for making my
Mother's Day the most inspirational I've ever
known.
Because of negative past associations, I usually
avoid church that day, but this message was both
uplifting and encouraging.
Also, thanks to each person involved -- from
making decisions to delivery -- in providing the
lovely votive candles. Mine complements the aqua
tones in my living room decor!
Blessings,
Dawn Roberts

Jim Brown
To our wonderful Church Family,
From a note found in the Red Food Pantry:
Thank you! I enjoy your Sunday service—listen on the
radio. The Bell Choir is great! I rang for 13 years at
my church many years ago now.
Take care—be blessed.
Sheila

We would like to express our thanks for all of the
prayers and concern shown to our family when our
grandson, Cody, and son, Marc, were ill and recovering
from Covid19. It was a scary time for our family, and
knowing that you were praying and caring was such a
blessing to us. We are happy to report that they are both
doing well, and are back to work. Thank you all again.
Bob and Judi Kuschel

To all our friends and colleagues at PHFUMC:
My recovery from bypass surgery continues as does Jane’s
recovery from knee replacement. We are both profoundly
grateful for the prayers, cards of encouragement and calls
of concern offered to us from members of PHFUMC. Your
love and support has sustained us through this difficult time.
You have been the presence of Christ for us and we thank
you.

What a nice surprise to get a lovely smelling candle
in a beautiful package delivered by Eileen for
Mothers Day.
I will think of all of you when I light it!!
Love,
Sue Pettengill

Dave and Jane Gladstone

I wish to thank Barb, Ann, Judy and Rosalyn for weeding
the Community Garden. They took over for me when I had
issues at home with my husband. I don't know how to thank
you!
I also want to thank Mel Scott for adding height to that one
garden so that we might be able to grow root vegetables.
We now have to have dirt delivered and start planting.
Forever Grateful and Many Blessings,
Mary Daniels

Thank you for the cards and prayers when my
brother, Ron Doran, passed away in March. It
was very much appreciated.
Janet Doran

Thank you so much for the numerous birthday
cards I received for my 90th birthday and for
the candle I received on Mother’s Day.
Marion Walding (Eileen’s Mom)
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Congratulations to our Graduates!
Josie Awe

Marysville High School

daughter of Mike and Jeanette Awe

Evan Crawford

Port Huron High School

son of Scott and Wendy Crawford
grandson of Gary and Cheryl Crawford

Angelica Fetterly

Landmark Academy

daughter of Joe and Liz Fetterly

Avery Greene

Port Huron High School

son of Nancy Wills-Totten

Logan Kempf

Port Huron Northern High School

son of Laura Kempf
grandson of Ted and Kathy Ekelund

Shelby Johnston

Port Huron High School

great granddaughter of Tom and Jean Norager
Grand daughter of Peter Norager and Selina Maniez
Daughter of Rickey and Lindsey Johnston

Mary Repp

Michigan Tech. University
BS Mechanical Engineering

daughter of Dave and Susan Repp

Curtis Obermyer

The Ohio State University

son of Dr. Neal and Chris Obermyer

Alex Crawford

Eastern Michigan University
Applied Bachelor of Science

son of Scott and Wendy Crawford
grandson of Gary and Cheryl Crawford

Tara Armstrong

Liberty University
MA Degree
Human Services Counseling
Crisis Response and Trauma

Nick Baker

Michigan State University

grandson of Joan and Dave Fleet
Son of Kathy and Jim Baker

Emma Fleet

Southern Crescent Technical Coll.
Registered nurse

Granddaughter of Joan and Dave Fleet
daughter of Samantha and Rod Fleet

Megan Mytinger

Central Michigan University

granddaughter of Tom and Jean Norager
Daughter of Michael and Julie Mytinger

First United Methodist Church

Everything we have is a gift from God. We are
called to be wise stewards of those gifts. One
simple way to carry out our call is to support the
church’s mission through sacrificial giving. Our
new eGiving options make it easy. eGiving
allows you to set up automatic recurring
contributions and view your complete online
giving history all at your own convenience.
Simply follow these easy steps:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Visit the church website at www.phfumc.org
Click the Online Giving button
Click the Create Profile button
Follow the onscreen instructions to create
an online profile and to schedule your
recurring contributions. Please contact the
church office with questions.
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May 31 Memorial Day, office closed
June 3-5 Annual Conference via ZOOM
June 6 Graduation Sunday
June 13 Church picnic
June 28 KDN begins
July 5 Fourth of July Observed,
Office closed

Many thanks for your generosity to our church,
community and various ministries!

Do you wish you could give to your church the
same way you do other things in your life? Do
you wonder if you could ever use your
smartphone to make your recurring
contributions? Well, now you can! Port
Huron: First United Methodist Church is
excited to offer a simple way for you to
support the church that is convenient for you
~ GivePlus Mobile App. Visit the App Store or
Google Play and search for “GivePlus
Church” to download the app. Simply type in
the church’s name or click “Find Churches
Near Me”
using zip code 48060 to select First United
Methodist Church.
We hope you enjoy this new way to
contribute to your ministry!

SUMMER CAMP 2021
Friendships, fun, games and new
adventures! Singing, campfires, evenings under the
stars! God is here!
Getting outside in fresh air, among the trees and
along the lake sounds like a slice of heaven after a
long year. With all safety protocols in place,
SUMMER CAMP 2021 is ready to welcome you!
https://umcamping.org/events/
New Camper Rebate! $50 rebate ($25 for mini
camps) for first-time campers and the friend who
invites them!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
1—Sue Allen
2—Mary Ecker
5—Janet Gangwer
5—Julie Kleinstiver
6—Sally Basnaw
6—Laura Newsome
7—Tom Norager
8—Edna Foss
8—Joel Peattie
11—Lori Budd

13—Jim Voss
14—Russ Anglebrandt
14—Liz Fetterly
14—Rebecca Hill
16—Ashley Fogal
17—Cathy Grattan
17—Rick Slumpff
18—Barb Belanger
18—Rob Genaw
20—Marty Kaidan

21—Olivia Kaidan
21—Joanne Westrick
23—Bryan Klaas
25—Jack Meister
25—Dawn Roberts
26—Lori Parent
26—Dorothy Robbins
26—Bob Hillock
27—Nicholas Genaw
28—Joe Fetterly

28—Shaun MacLean
28—Shelley Voss
28—Lynn Fiedler
28—Dan DeGrow
29—Leslie Butler
30—Lois Beatty
30—Kathy Slumpff

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
7—Terry and Ann London
9—Steve & LuAnn Jones
9—Bob & Carol Kandell
10—Jerald and Joan McCoy
11—Richard & Charlotte Sponseller
12—Rev. Thomas & Darlene Badley
14—Tom & Jean Norager
17—Rev. Bob & Karen Kreger
17—Ellie & Ralph Banish
17—Brian & Susan Duda
14—Matt & Janet Gangwer

20—Richard & Laura Newsome
21—Scott & Jacki Jamison
23—Bruce & Barb Hurd
25—Tim & Julie Rock
25—Bill and Dayna Wright
26—Gary & Cheryl Crawford
26—Autum & Dan Langolf
26—Mike and Jeannette Awe
26—Michael & Nancy Ryan
27—Richard & Martha Chapman
27—Mike and Mary Daniels
28—Tom & Helen Masters

