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“Your Money Story”
Each one of us has a money story. I do, and recently I've spent some time thinking about and "writing" my
personal money story. My particular story, like each of yours, has all the important parts of a good story: a
setting, a cast of characters, a plot, conflict, a certain tone, and an overall theme.
As I said, each of us has a personal money story. Our stories are unique to us, although there may be elements
of our story that a common to many. Perhaps we are living from a story of fear or shame or guilt. Or a story
that our actions won't have an impact. Or a story that we don't have enough. Where might God be speaking a
new narrative into the limited ones we've told ourselves?
Often, to speak of money is to invite tension into the room. We so quickly want to avoid it. I know for a fact
that a lot of clergy do everything they can to avoid the topic of money! But it's quite possible to reframe this.
Money and possessions are one of the most common topics in Scripture, and Jesus talked about money more
than faith and prayer! So, here's a fact: our money story is a spiritual story.
Did you know that our church has its own money story? It's true! A short while ago I sat down with members
of our Finance-Stewardship Committee and spent some time reviewing and remembering the long money story
of Port Huron First United Methodist Church. To be sure, our congregation's money story has its ups and
downs. For example, on the upside, we paid off the mortgage for the construction of the portico/gathering area
early and, in doing so, saved ourselves hundreds of thousands of dollars. On the downside, we recalled a
period of time when giving drastically decreased and we had the make the difficult decision to let some of our
staff go. These are just two examples of our church's money story.
Well, it shouldn't come as a shock to you that God has a money story as well. God's money story is one of
healing and liberation and grace. The goal of every Christian is to try to align our own money stories with
God's money story. The good news is that God is in the business of redeeming the broken and hurtful parts of
our own money stories. Where our giving is currently marked by fear and distrust, God can change that to one
of joy and trust.
During October, we will be having our fall stewardship campaign. You've probably already figured out the
name of this campaign: "Our Money Story." The campaign will last four weeks, concluding with Consecration
Sunday on October 24, when estimate of giving cards will be brought forward. More will be said about this
campaign in the weeks ahead.
Pastor Drew
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Austin Anspaugh
Kris Brown & family
Jim Brown
Courtnie Bush, great-niece of Sharon Betts
Amy Carpenter, cousin of Carolyn Kaidan
Joan Cubitt, mother of Kay Thomas
Mike Daniels, husband of Mary Daniels
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and Marilyn
Vander Esch
Toni Farrimond, sister-in-law of Tom and
Sue Hadden
Collette Gravel, sister-in-law of Pierrette and
Jim Thelander
Suzanne Gray, friend of O’Dells
Tom and Sue Hadden
Rev. John Huhtala
Jerry Johnston, son of Gen Johnston
Val Maher, friend of Carolyn Kaidan
Margaret & Fritz Matthews, relatives of
Vernita Arnold

Jerry and Joan McCoy
Kevin Monzo, son-in-law of
Marv & Nancy Warren
Jason Moore
Charles Neubert
Tom Palmer, brother of Mary Daniels
Sue Pettengill
Don & Debbie Plaut, friends of church office
Ann Poirier, aunt of Carolyn Kaidan
Joanne Schaefer
Ty Schultz, nephew of Bob & Roxanne O’Dell
Mark Scott, son of Mel and Ruth Ann Scott
Ruth Ann Scott
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein
Tom Smith
Erika Staiger and Andrew
John Staiger
Sharon Staiger
Laurene Swanson
Pearl Swanson

Mark Thorley, brother in law of
Bob and Karen Kreger
Callum Troy, friend of Dan Colgan
PosieTuckey, great-great niece of
Mary Daniels
Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger
Paul & Kathy Williams
Bonnie Wright, mother of Susan Allen
Lilly Wright, niece of Rev. Bill and Dayna
All serving in the Armed Forces
Jenna and Kyle
Our homeless community
Port of Hopes patrons
Soup Kitchen Staff and Volunteers
The son of Jean Sones Goff
Lynn, daughter of Mel & Ruth Ann Scott
Kristin, granddaughter of Rich and
Char Sponseller
Jim, son-in-law of Rev. Carol Floyd

Christian sympathy extended to
Elisabeth Danielsons on the passing of her cousin, Meghan Danielsons, on August 28






PRAY FOR LEADERS OF THE LIBERIA CONFERENCE
Bishop Samuel Quire
Rev. Samuel Kanwea, District Superintendent Grand Gedeh District
Rev. Morrison Wleh, Nanu Kru District
Rev. Morris Jarkloh, Sinoe District

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES AND PEACE CORPS
Lieutenant Colonel Eric D. Swanson, 1st CAG Inspector & Instructor, Camp Pendleton, CA (Pearl Swanson’s
nephew)
Chief MSgt. Gordon Wager, stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (son of Bill & Judi Wager,
LCDR John DeLano, serving at Fort McNair, Washington DC. (the Vinande’s son-in-law)
Sgt. Nathan Holdburg, serving at Camp Pendleton, CA (son of Marcia Holdburg)
Airman Jared Ward, stationed at Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska (son of Jerry & Jennifer Ward)
PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTER LIBERIAN CHURCHES...
William N. Ross UMC-Grand Gedeh District — Rev. Jacob S. Natham, II and Rev. Pewee Wiakanty; R.G.
Togba UMC, Nana Kru District — Rev. Aloysius Dugbe and Pastor Matilda Wleh; Tubmanville UMC, Sinoe District — Rev. Lawrence Sackor
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Youth Group Tentative Fall Schedule
Our first meeting of Youth Group was a success! I'm looking
forward to getting to know all of the youth and grow together in
faith! Starting immediately, Youth Group will be moved from 11:30 start time to 10:30 (or immediately following Sunday morning worship) and will conclude at 1:00pm. For questions,
please contact Elisabeth Danielsons. Below is the tentative schedule for October.
October 3- Youth Group 10:30-1:00pm
October 10- Youth Group 10:30-1:00pm
October 17- Youth Group 10:30-1:00pm
October 24- Youth Group Outing TBD
October 31- Youth Group 10:30-1:00pm

Lunch Volunteers Needed

The youth are looking for volunteers to help provide lunches each Sunday during youth group. We
would need food for around 15-20 people. Favorite lunches include taco bar, pizza, and chicken
nuggets. If you are interested in providing food (and getting to know our awesome youth) please
contact Elisabeth in the church office or sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0F4EAEAC29A5FACF8-youth.

Sunday School Teachers Needed
We need 2-4 adults to aid in leading Sunday School for children and youth
this fall. Could this be YOU??? The commitment would be one Sunday per
month for approximately 45 minutes with students plus prep time to read
lessons. Materials will be prepped and provided for you! Students will be
split into smaller groups to aid in classroom management. Support/training
will be provided! Contact Elisabeth if you are interested in more
information!
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF PAUL POSTILL
William & Margaret Higgins

If you have a need for pastoral
care outside office hours, you
may contact Pastor Drew at (734)
904-9775.
PHFUMC Team,
Thank you for your support and involvement in
Rock the Block 2021! You are all fabulous!
Regards,
Ernest

Thank you, Friends at FUMC,
I appreciate the cards and prayers I have received
from you. I have surely missed seeing you and
hope to be able to see you again soon. Thank
you again and may God bless all of you.
Joanne Schaefer

Thanks to those who have supported the Flower
and Radio Ministries in August

For those who wish to participate in
communion while worshipping from home,
we are now offering a three-month supply of
communion elements that are available for
pick up during regular office hours. For
those unable to get out, please call the
church office at (810) 985-8107 and
arrangements will be made to deliver the
communion elements to you.
Communion is the first Sunday of each
month and the service is broadcast at 9:30
a.m. on WPHM 1380 AM or on Facebook.

Flowers
In memory of Floyd & Lucile Ogden’s 74th
anniversary from John & Dale Ann Ogden
Radio
In memory of John & Ina Stein and John Jr.
From Kathy Stein and family
In memory of Floyd & Lucile Ogden’s 74th
anniversary from John & Dale Ann Ogden

Endowment Fund
“Launching a Legacy”
Anyone can give an Endowment gift. Any
size gift may be made as an endowment.
You may give it now, or as a Memorial for
a loved one or as part of your Estate Plan.
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UMW News
Hi everyone, Covid is still among us and causing havoc
with our planning. It was decided to postpone the
Rummage sale till a later date to try to keep everyone
safe.
Please watch the news to share online and the weekly bulletin for more info. We
are planning to have a rummage sale as soon as it is safe to do so and will give
everyone at least 2 weeks notice.
Also, because of the number of people we need and the limited space we have for
all the people to be, the apple pie sale will not happen this fall.
I know everyone’s mouth will be watering by next spring
when the church does cherry pies.

On Tuesday the 5th of October 2021 UMW will be meeting in the Epworth Room @ 1
p.m. Scott Crawford from Council on Aging will be our Guest Speaker followed by a
question and answering period. Our regular business meeting will follow.
As one of many fascinating ladies who love to share their memories and life
experiences, we would love to see new faces. Looking forward to seeing you.
Thanks.
Joan Fleet

Nursery Attendant Job Posting
Immediate opening for nursery attendant. The hours of employment are 9:00 – 11:00 AM on appointed Sunday
mornings, with the opportunity to occasionally provide child care during special functions.
Applicants for this position must be at least 18 years old, and must provide three letters of reference, preferably
including a pastoral reference. Job responsibilities include child care, interaction with parents, and attention to
cleanliness and sanitation of the environment.
Interested persons may apply by completing application forms available during business hours in the church office.
The completed form should be returned to the church office in care of the Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee.
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The next meeting of United Methodist Men will take place on Wednesday,
October 13 at 6:30 pm. Dessert will be served.

Feed My Sheep is looking for a Volunteer Coordinator
Port of Hopes has reopened on weekends, and the clients there are looking forward to
receiving the bagged lunches we provided pre-Covid. In order for this to happen, a
coordinator is needed. This can be one, two, or several people.
The coordinator would shop for the food (this can be done once every two months),
provide sandwich bread for Sunday morning, organize volunteers to make the lunches,
and arrange for delivery to Port of Hopes.
This is the perfect opportunity for someone with a heart for mission. It does not require a huge time
commitment.
If you are interested in keeping this mission outreach going, please contact Bruce Hurd at
clawstech@yahoo.com or call the church office and they will put you in touch with him.
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AmazonSmile is a website operated by
Amazon that lets customers enjoy the same
wide selection of products, low prices, and
convenient shopping features as on
Amazon.com. The difference is that when
customers shop at smile.amazon.com, the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of eligible items to the
charitable organization as selected by the
customer.
First United Methodist Church is a registered
participant in AmazonSmile. When making
purchases from Amazon, please consider
participating in smile.amazon.com and
supporting First United Methodist Church. The
following website address will link directly to
smile.amazon.com in support of First UMC.
htps://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-1474920

On World Communion Sunday, October
3, 2021, your giving helps to provide
scholarships for national and
international graduate students whom
God has gifted to learn and to serve.

The deadline for the November
2021 Tower Chimes is: Thursday,
October 14. Please submit articles
the church office to be included in
the next issue. Everyone is
interested in your news and needs your
committee information.

to

October 2021

Everything we have is a gift from God. We are
called to be wise stewards of those gifts. One
simple way to carry out our call is to support the
church’s mission through sacrificial giving. Our
new eGiving options make it easy. eGiving
allows you to set up automatic recurring
contributions and view your complete online
giving history all at your own convenience.
Simply follow these easy steps:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Visit the church website at www.phfumc.org
Click the Online Giving button
Click the Create Profile button
Follow the onscreen instructions to create
an online profile and to schedule your
recurring contributions. Please contact the
church office with questions.

Many thanks for your generosity to our church,
community and various ministries!

Do you wish you could give to your church the
same way you do other things in your life? Do
you wonder if you could ever use your smartphone to make your recurring contributions?
Well, now you can! Port Huron: First United
Methodist Church is excited to offer a simple
way for you to support the church that is convenient for you ~ GivePlus Mobile App. Visit
the App Store or Google Play and search for
“GivePlus Church” to download the app. Simply type in the church’s name or click “Find
Churches Near Me”
using zip code 48060 to select First United
Methodist Church.
We hope you enjoy this new way to
contribute to your ministry!
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VIRTUAL CROP WALK
October 3, 2021
11:00 a.m.
Walk • Run • Bike • Skip • Hop • Jump
Rather than meet at one location and walk as a group, the Walk will be
on your own from your own location.
A small group will gather at the church and walk/run/bike/skip/hop/jump to the River Walk.
We’ll “walk together apart.”
If you are unable to walk on the scheduled day, choose a day that is convenient for you
and walk a mile or more. Gather donations from your family and friends by creating a
Facebook fundraiser via the CWS Facebook page. Or collect donations and drop them off at
FUMC
by October 14. Together we will help to end hunger one step at a time.
There are several ways to make a donation:
 At First UMC—Port Huron a table will be set up
at the parking lot doors each Sunday morning through October 3 to accept your donation
 Donations may be dropped off at the church during business hours or mailed to the
church at 828 Lapeer Avenue • Port Huron, MI 48060
 See the Donation Button on the church’s website: phfumc.org
 Sponsor your Facebook friends ~ many will have a donation link set up
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Communion Volunteer Opportunities
Communion is one of the ways we, as a church,
build community. There is an awe and wonder in
participating together in communion. However,
preparing and serving communion of bread and
juice requires helping hands.
There are several ways you can help with this
important element in the life of our church.
A Communion Chairperson is needed. The
responsibilities include creating a yearly schedule
of those who prepare communion and communicating with Pastor on dates for
communion. This person may also schedule themselves to prepare communion.



Communion preparers are needed. Responsibilities include purchasing the bread and
juice, putting it in the cups and trays, and cleanup afterwards. Reimbursement for the
bread and juice is available.





Communion Servers are needed. You simply need to be there on Sunday morning and
at the appropriate time, hold the tray of bread or juice.

All these opportunities take very little time and are a wonderful way to serve your church
family. If you feel one or more of these opportunities are for you, please contact the
church office, Pastor Drew, or Barb Hurd.

Thank You to Nancy Smith for her years of serving as Communion Chairperson. Nancy
has decided to step down after several years. Thank you for the wonderful job you have
done, Nancy. You are much appreciated.
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Trunk N Treat

OctOber 31
5:30—7:00 p.m.
Come and join the fun!
We’re looking for people to join us in the church parking
lot on Halloween who will decorate their vehicle with fun
Halloween décor and bring candy to give out.
Here are a few fun ideas to safely hand out your goodies:
 Dryer tube, PVC pipe, rain gutter
 Claw grabber
 Hung on a clothesline
 Think of your own!
So that we have an idea of how many vehicle stations
to prepare, please contact the church office
(810) 985-8107
phfumc@gmail.com
Unable to join us? Financial donations are being accepted
to help offset the costs. A table will be set up in the
Gathering Area on October 10, 17, and 24.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
1—Courtney Curtiss
1—Hailey Curtiss
2—Linda Klaas
2—Aiden Carrier
4—Helen Jewell
4—Alfred Gorinac
5—Trent Ward
6—Sheila Hisscock
6—Avery Greene
7—Emily Tseng Henry
11—Bob Bernum

12—Alice Giese
13—Chuck Clark
13—Laura Anderson Ferguson
13—Robert Sult
14—Jack Hess
14—Emma Repp
14—Barb Hlavaty
15—Zachary Jones
16—Dan Hoetger
16—Harold Cook
17—Gavin Ward

17—Jeffrey Fogal
18—Jerald McCoy
20—Susan McFadden
20—Bill Kulman
20—Bill Wright
22—Melanie Masters
23—Bev Bernum
25—Chuck Jacobs
25—Reese Sloan
26—Sara Carr

26—Carol Rock
26—Jacqueline Jamison
27—Lincoln Howard
28—John Parent
29—Brenda Wheatley
31—Mikhail Emelianov

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
15—Russ & Charlene Anglebrandt
15—Scott and Christine McNutt
18—Marvin & Nancy Warren
21—Jim & Dana Fogal
25—Jerry & Jennifer Ward
26—Shelley & Jim Voss
29—Glen and Sue Christensen
30—Dave & Christina Moore

