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Are You Called to the Ministry? 
 
Most of you will probably answer the above question, “No.” But the truth is, if you’ve been baptized, then 

you have been called to ministry. Maybe not the ordained ministry, but by virtue of your baptism, God has 

placed upon you a call to serve the people in your world in the name of Jesus Christ. In other words, you’ve 

been called to ministry! 

 

My guess is that you’ve never thought of your baptism as a sign of a call to ministry. Additionally, you 

probably associate the term “ministry,” especially if it’s accompanied by a “call,” with clergy. There is 

certainly some truth to this; clergy do have the perspective that we’ve been called to a life of ministry. But 

the fact is, our call to ordained ministry is rooted in our baptism, which is the foundation of one’s call to 

Christian service. 

 

During the month of January, we’re going to be taking a deeper look at what it means to be called to 

ministry. We will begin by reaffirming our covenantal relationship with God on January 2. That morning we 

will use the Wesleyan Covenant Service as our guide for recommitting ourselves to following Jesus in the 

year ahead. 

 

On January 9, we will begin a 3-week sermon series entitled “Called to Ministry.” The first week we will 

briefly look the implications our baptism from a high-level perspective. This will be somewhat of an 

introduction to what it means to be called to ministry. As part of the morning’s celebrations, you will have 

the opportunity to reaffirm your baptismal vows and we will baptizing the newest member of our church 

family. 

 

The second and third weeks will be a more focused look at the specialized ministries of The United 

Methodist deacon and elder. On January 16, Elisabeth Danielsons will bring the message, and will share 

with us what it means to be an ordained deacon. And on January 23, I will talk about the ministry of an 

ordained elder. They share some common purposes while being unique in their own way. 

 

Our hope is that over the course of these four Sundays, you will not only gain a better appreciation of how 

we’re all called to a life of service, but also that a spark might be lit within someone listening, a spark that 

opens the door to hearing God’s voice calling them to the ministry! 

 
 
 

  Drew 



 

 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Rev. Robert Ahlbert, brother of Barb Winters 
Jim Brown 
Logan Brown, grandson of Sue Hadden 
Amy Carpenter,  cousin of Carolyn Kaidan  
Joan Cook 
Rusty Cool, brother-in-law of Nancy Smith 
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and 
 Marilyn Vander Esch 
Gwen Dunlap, friend of Drew & Caroline Hart 
Helen Jewell 
Dee Lindsey, friend of Sue Hadden 
Val Maher, friend of Carolyn Kaidan 
  

Jerry and Joan McCoy 
Sue Pettengill 
Don & Debbie Plaut, friends of church office 
Ann Poirier, aunt of Carolyn Kaidan 
Gordon Ruttan 
Gary Schultz, brother of Roxanne O’Dell 
Ty Schultz, nephew of Bob & Roxanne O’Dell 
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein 
Tom Smith 
Pearl Swanson 
Mark Thorley, brother in law of 
 Bob and Karen Kreger 
Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger 
 
 

Paul & Kathy Williams 
Bonnie Wright, mother of Susan Allen 
Lilly Wright, niece of Rev. Bill and Dayna 
All serving in the Armed Forces 
Our homeless community  
Port of Hopes patrons 
Soup Kitchen  Staff and Volunteers 
The son of Jean Sones Goff 
Kristin, granddaughter of Rich and  
 Char Sponseller 
Jim, son-in-law of Rev. Carol Floyd 
  
 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES AND PEACE CORPS 
Lieutenant Colonel Eric D. Swanson, 1st CAG Inspector & Instructor, Camp Pendleton, CA (Pearl Swanson’s 
nephew) 
Chief MSgt. Gordon Wager, stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (son of Bill & Judi Wager 
LCDR John DeLano, serving at Fort McNair, Washington DC.  (the Vinande’s son-in-law) 
Sgt. Nathan Holdburg, serving at Camp Pendleton, CA  (son of Marcia Holdburg) 
  
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTER LIBERIAN CHURCHES... 
William N. Ross UMC-Grand Gedeh District —  Rev. Jacob S. Natham, II and Rev. Pewee Wiakanty; R.G. 
Togba UMC, Nana Kru District — Rev. Aloysius Dugbe and Pastor Matilda Wleh; Tubmanville UMC, Sinoe 
District — Rev. Lawrence Sackor 
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PRAY FOR LEADERS OF THE  LIBERIA CONFERENCE 
 Bishop Samuel Quire  
 Rev. Samuel Kanwea, District Superintendent Grand Gedeh District 
 Rev. Morrison Wleh, Nanu Kru District 
 Rev. Morris Jarkloh, Sinoe District 

Christian sympathy extended to 

Marilyn and Lee Vander Esch on the passing of Marilyn’s sister, Arlene Bidwell, on November 21 
The family of Robert Collins, who passed  away on November 23 
Gen Johnston and family on the passing of her son, Gerald Johnston, on November 26 
Pam Ruehle and her family on the passing of her husband, Victor Ruehle, on December 5 

If you have a need for pastoral care 
outside office hours, you may contact 
Pastor Drew at (734) 904-9775. 

The deadline for the February 2022 
Tower Chimes is:  Thursday,  
January 13.  Please submit articles to 
the church office to be included in the 
next  issue.  Everyone is interested in your news 
and needs your committee information. 
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Youth Group Tentative Fall Schedule 
 

Youth Group will be from 11:00 to 1:30pm. For questions, please 

contact Elisabeth Danielsons. Below is the tentative schedule: 

  

December 26  No Youth Group 

January 2   Youth Group at 11:00 am 

January 9   Youth Group at 11:00 am 

January 16  Youth Group at 11:00 am 

January 23  Youth Group at 11:00 am 

January 30  Youth Group at 11:00 am 

This past Sunday, the youth enjoyed making their own versions of a nativity scene. Look carefully and 
you can see various animals, shepherds, the wise men, Mary, Joseph, and of course the baby Jesus in 
the manger (in one represented by a blue M&M). Creativity, a little engineering, and of course, some 
snacking was involved in their creation.  

Christmas Eve Nativity Play: This year we will be sharing the Christmas 
story with a low-stress, simple play using  Twas the Evening of Christmas 
by Glenys Nellist. All children and youth wishing to participate are asked to 
arrive at 4:45pm to have a quick run-through and costuming. Parents are 
encouraged to stay at the rehearsal to help and transition to worship time. 
All are welcome to participate! No parts to memorize, no extra rehearsals, 
just a fun way to share the story of Christmas together! If you have any 
questions or are interested in participating, please contact Elisabeth 
Danielsons.  
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Save the Date: Protection Policy Training for anyone working with children, youth and 
vulnerable adults is scheduled for January 8, 2022 from 10:00am-11:30am. This will 
cover our own church policy including the process for mandatory reporting. If you work 
with children and youth or would be interested in doing so in the future, please put this 
on your calendars. Any questions can be directed to Elisabeth Danielsons.  

There will be no Sunday School and no Youth Group on Sunday, 
December 26. 

Merry Christmas! On Sunday, December 26, we will be joining United Methodists throughout Michigan 

for a statewide worship celebration utilizing the traditional “Lessons and Carols.” The nine lessons 

(Scripture readings) will be read by the nine district superintendents. The carols will be led by various 

local church musical ensembles from each of the nine districts. The “Nine Lessons and Carols” tells the 

story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus through nine short bible 

readings from Genesis, the prophetic books, and the Gospels, interspersed with the singing of Christmas 

carols. You can read more about the history of this traditional celebration at https://is.gd/JgnnNQ. For 

those who would like to worship in-person in the sanctuary on December 26, we will show the video in 

the sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. For those who would prefer to worship at home that morning, it will also be 

live-streamed on Facebook at 9:30 a.m. and played on the radio. And for those who would like to wait 

until later in the day to participate, we will make it available on Facebook and on our church website 

starting at 10:30 a.m. on December 26. Bishop Bard notes at the beginning of the video, “I hope you have 

experienced the joy of this season and the good news of God’s love coming to us in Jesus deeply, 

profoundly, and often. I hope this morning’s worship service will be another time when that good news 

touches your heart and soul.” He describes the experience as “a traditional service of lessons and carols 

proclaiming in word and music the joyful message of Christmas.” He adds that it is more than a Christmas 

story. It’s “a story meant to give us courage and resilience for all of life, day in and day out.”  

The Church office will be closed   December 24-27  

United Methodist Men will meet Wednesday, 
January 12 at 6:30 for dessert and 
conversation.  All men of the church are invited 
to attend. This is an excellent opportunity to 
get together for fellowship.  
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 Salvation Army Angel Tree 

Thank you so much for your support of the Salvation Army Angel Tree over the past 30 years.  As always, 
your support for this program was amazing.  This year 100 children received gifts that were donated by 
members of this congregation.  Over the years more than 3,000 children have had a present under a tree 
thanks to your continuing support.   

After 30 years of heading up this program, we have decided to retire from leading this 
ministry.  We would love if someone feels called to take on this project.  We would be 
delighted to help that person or persons get started.  

Once again we thank you for your support over the past 30 years.  You are an awesome 
congregation. 

Bruce and Barb Hurd 

January Town Hall Meeting 
 

What is our church up to these days? What is Pastor Drew's vision for 
our church? What are we doing to address injustice, racism, and 
poverty in our community? Do we have any long-term goals, and if 
so, what are they? With whom can I share my own thoughts about our 
church? 

These are the types of questions we're planning to address at a church-
wide Town Hall on Saturday, January 29, from 10am– noon. 
Everyone in our church is invited to attend in person. For those who 
cannot be there in person, we will stream it live on our website. 

The main purpose for this and subsequent Town Hall meetings will be to keep the congregation up to speed 
concerning what we are doing, the direction we are heading, and to hear your own thoughts about our 
ministries and goals. They will be an opportunity for leadership to both share and listen. 

So, mark you calendar for Saturday, January 29. It will begin at 10am and last no longer than two hours. 
Coffee, tea, and light refreshments will be provided. 

 

The 2022 Altar Flowers and Radio sign-up sheets is posted on the bulletin board by Wesley Hall.  If 
you wish to designate a Sunday, please fill in the date you wish to sponsor. 
 
            Altar Flowers    $30  
     Audio sponsor  $30 
     Video sponsor  $30                                                                                                           
     Radio                $80 

 
Thank you to all who support these ministries.  



 

 

Endowment Fund 
“Launching a Legacy” 

 
Anyone can give an Endowment gift.  Any 
size gift may be made as an endowment.  
You may give it now, or as a Memorial for a 
loved one or as part of your Estate Plan. 
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Thanks to those who have supported the Flower  
and Radio Ministries in December 
 
Flowers 
  
Anonymous 
 
In memory of my mom Suzanne Graham by  
 Jennifer Ward 
 
Radio 
 
In honor of grandsons Brendon DeLano’s 16th 
birthday and Ryan DeLano’s 21st birthday by  
Randy and Chris Vinande 
 
Anonymous 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF JANE BECKER 
 
Elsie Van Camp 

Dear First United Methodist Family, 
 
Thank you for the prayers, love, and kind words 
after the passing of my sister, Jane.   
 
I spoke this fall about the many blessings I have 
received from the church family. 
 
Your kindness touches my heart. 
 
Love,  
Mary Ecker 

The Noisy 
Offering taken on 
January 30, 2022 
will benefit the 
Blue Water Area 
Rescue Mission. 

January 16, 2022—Human Relations Day 
 
 This offering supports ministries of social justice 
and outreach like the Community Developers, 
Volunteer Service and Youth Offender 
Rehabilitation Programs.  

Contribution statements were recently 
mailed.   Please review your statement for 
accuracy prior to the year end and let Debbie 
know if you have any questions. 
  
Contributions for 2021 must be postmarked 
or remitted by January 6, 2022 in order to be 
included on your 2021 Giving 
Statement.   Please clearly mark your check 
or offering envelope stating that it is a 2021 
contribution.  
  
All contributions received after January 6, 
2022 will be included on your 2022 Giving 
Statement. 
  
Contribution statements for 2021 will be 
mailed the week of January 17, 2022. 
  
Thank you! 
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Festival Concert Series 

   Presents 

Fourth Avenue, a cappella  

quartet 

 

WELCOME BACK TO THE 2022 FESTIVAL CONCERT SERIES.  The Festival Concert Series at 
First United Methodist Church of Port Huron, 828 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron will present 
“Fourth Avenue, a cappella quartet” on Saturday February 5, 2022 at 7:30 p.m.  The a 
cappella quartet has been sharing their high-energy show with audiences since 1993. The 
incredible harmony, audience participation, and a fully choreographed stage show are all 
part of the musical extravaganza. Their concert will feature a variety of pop, soul, R&B, 
gospel and doo-wop favorites from different eras. You won’t want to miss this fun filled 
evening of music!! 
 
If you have tickets for the cancelled 2020 concerts, they will be accepted for the 
rescheduled dates. 

2022 TOWER CHIMES SCHEDULE 
 

DATE ARTICLES DUE           DATE PUT TOGETHER   DATE MAILED 
 
January 13 January 19 January 20 
 

February 10 February 16 February 17 
 

March 10 March 16 March 17 
 

April 14 April 20 April 21 
 

May 12 May 18 May 19 
  
June 9 June 15 June 16 
  
July 14 July 20 July 21 
  
August 11 August 17 August 18 
 

September 15 September 21 September 22 
 

October 13 October 19 October 20 
 

November 10 November 16 November 17 
 

December 8 December 14 December 15 
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Everything we have is a gift from God.  We are 
called to be wise stewards of those gifts.  One 
simple way to carry out our call is to support the 
church’s mission through sacrificial giving.  Our 
new eGiving options make it easy.  eGiving 
allows you to set up automatic recurring 
contributions and view your complete online 
giving history all at your own convenience. 
 
Simply follow these easy steps: 
 
1. Visit the church website at www.phfumc.org 
2. Click the Online Giving button 
3. Click the Create Profile button 
4. Follow the onscreen instructions to create 

an online profile and to schedule your 
recurring contributions.  Please contact the 
church office with questions.  

 
Many thanks for your generosity to our church,  

community and various ministries! 

Do you wish you could give to your church the 
same way you do other things in your life?  Do 
you wonder if you could ever use your smart-
phone to make your recurring contributions?  
Well, now you can!  Port Huron: First United 
Methodist Church is excited to offer a simple 
way for you to support the church that is con-
venient for you ~ GivePlus Mobile App.  Visit 
the App Store or Google Play and search for 
“GivePlus Church” to download the app.  Sim-
ply type in the church’s name or click “Find 
Churches Near Me”  
using zip code 48060 to select First United  
Methodist Church. 
 

We hope you enjoy this new way to  
contribute to your ministry! 
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  1—Charlene Anglebrandt 
  1—Marvin Warren 
  1—Brian Miller 
  2—Joseph Kaidan 
  3—Sharon Hayden 
  3—Christine Meister 
  4—Susan Repp 
  7—Clifton Friedland   
  9—Delores Harju 
  9—John Ogden 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

10—Chad Parent 
11—Ila Hoetger 
12—Susan Duda 
12—Jo Aplin 
13—Richard Chapman 
15—Jackie Prause 
15—Barb Postill 
17—Tom Hadden 
17—Debbie Jagow 
18—Laura Belanger 
 

18—Tom Reno 
20—JoAnn McKay 
21—Sharon Staiger 
21—Jerry Ward 
22—Wade Butler 
24—David Kleinstiver 
24—Rev. Tom Badley 
24—Dr. Rick Saunders 
25—Bob Prause 
26—Maureen Zieg 
  
 
 

27—Pam Ruehle 
27—Erik Carrier 
28—Madison Thomas 
30—Clint Sharrard 
  
 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

 
 6—Dave and Mary Reynolds 
 


