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 Growing Spiritually: Spending Time in God’s Word 

 
I realize this may seem obvious to most of you reading this, but I’ll say it anyway. Growing and maturing 
in your spiritual life is rooted in spending time in the Word of God. You know this; it’s not news to you. If 
you have even the smallest inkling to grow in your faith, reading the Bible is where it all begins. 

Hearing that, some will ask, “How should I read it? Is there a specific manner in which it should be read?” 
The answer is…yes and no. On the yes side, I think it’s important that it be read intentionally, not 
haphazardly. Also, that it be read regularly, not just when you’re looking for God’s guidance or a quick 
answer to prayer. For example, I would strongly caution against turning the Scriptures into a “Magic 8 
Ball” by blindly opening it to some random page and plopping your finger down somewhere, hoping that 
what you’re pointing to will be the answer to the question you’re asking. The Word of God provides a lot 
of answers to our everyday questions, but through the years it’s been my experience that those answers 
come within the context of my daily reading. 

Again, on the yes side, I think it’s important that it be read for the purpose of growing in faith more than 
growing in knowledge. Without doubt, regularly spending time in God’s Word will result in gained 
knowledge, especially if you take the time to briefly “research” the answers to some of the questions 
which come to mind. [The internet is one of the greatest gifts to us when it comes to the ability to do this 
kind of basic research. For example, you can Google the pronunciation of an Old Testament name or 
inquire about the problems with the responses given to Job by his friends. The challenge of doing this is 
twofold. First, to not get so caught up in what you’re researching that you forget to return to the biblical 
text itself for continued reading. And second, to recognize the fact that just because an answer is found 
on the internet does not mean it’s a good or correct answer. One must read other peoples’ answers 
cautiously.] However, the main purpose is reading Scripture is to grow in faith and in your relationship 
with Jesus. 

On the no side, there really isn’t a specific pattern you have to follow. But to help us, there are lots of free 
Bible reading plans out there, all of which can provide a helpful scheme for reading. Google “Bible 
reading plans” and you’ll quickly discover how many plans there are. The point is to find a plan and then 
stick with it without turning it into law. That is, if you miss a day or two (or a week), just pick up where 
you left off; there’s no need to go down the path of playing catch-up. 
When the close of 2021 came around, I decided to change the reading plan I’d been following for years. 
Starting January 1, I began utilizing the “Professor Horner’s Reading System” (https://is.gd/qSU44z or 
https://is.gd/CymCvC) in which I read 10 chapters a day, one chapter from ten different books. Professor 
Horner (whoever he is) assigned each book of the Bible to one of ten lists. They’re not all the same 
length. When you finish the last book on a list, you start reading that list of books again. In essence, I’ll 
end up reading the bible more than twice over the course of a year. Like most people, I miss a day or two 
here and there. But I just pick up where I left off. Ten chapters sounds like a lot, but honestly, this plan 
has turned out to not be overwhelming. (No doubt, when I get to Psalm 119, I’ll have to break that 
‘chapter’ down into multiple days!) 

 



 

 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Rev. Robert Ahlbert, brother of Barb Winters 
Sue Brisbois 
Kristin Brown and family 
Logan Brown, grandson of Sue Hadden 
Amy Carpenter,  cousin of Carolyn Kaidan  
Joan Cook 
Rusty Cool, brother-in-law of Nancy Smith 
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and 
 Marilyn Vander Esch 
Gwen Dunlap, friend of Drew & Caroline Hart 
Helen Jewell 
Dee Lindsey, friend of Sue Hadden 
Val Maher, friend of Carolyn Kaidan 
  

Jerry and Joan McCoy 
Sue Pettengill 
Don & Debbie Plaut, friends of church office 
Ann Poirier, aunt of Carolyn Kaidan 
Gordon Ruttan 
Tom Sawdon, friend of Vernita Arnold 
Gary Schultz, brother of Roxanne O’Dell 
Ty Schultz, nephew of Bob & Roxanne O’Dell 
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein 
Tom Smith 
Pearl Swanson 
Mark Thorley, brother in law of 
 Bob and Karen Kreger 
Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger 

Paul & Kathy Williams 
Bonnie Wright, mother of Susan Allen 
Lilly Wright, niece of Rev. Bill and Dayna 
All serving in the Armed Forces 
Our homeless community  
Port of Hopes patrons 
Soup Kitchen  Staff and Volunteers 
The son of Jean Sones Goff 
Kristin, granddaughter of Rich and  
 Char Sponseller 
Jim, son-in-law of Rev. Carol Floyd 
Adrianne, niece of Jeanne Sones 
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Christian sympathy extended to 

Kristin Brown and the family of Jim Brown, who passed away on January 5. 
 
Joann Westrick and the family of Jean King, who passed away on January 8.  

If you have a need for pastoral care 
outside office hours, you may contact 
Pastor Drew at (734) 904-9775. 

The deadline for the March 2022 Tower 
Chimes is:  Thursday,  February 10.  
Please submit articles to the church 
office to be included in the next  issue.  
Everyone is interested in your news and needs 
your committee information. 

So, let me encourage you to intentionally spend time in God’s Word this year. Find a reading plan that works 
for you, and then just read. You don’t have to turn it into a study. Just read. Let the Holy Spirit speak to you 
as he chooses. When you’re done with the day’s reading, momentarily sit quietly with it, listening with your 
heart’s ears to what God may be speaking to you. Then lay the Bible aside and move on with your day. From 
time to time, something you read that day will come to mind. That’s God talking! And yes, sometimes 
something you read will be the answer you’ve been praying for. That’s God talking! So…get reading! 

 

 

Pastor Drew 
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Youth Group Tentative Schedule 
 

Youth Group will be from 11:00 to 1:30pm. For questions, please 

contact Elisabeth Danielsons. Below is the tentative schedule: 

  

  

January 30  Youth Group at 11:00 am 

February 6  Youth Group at 11:00 am 

February 13  Youth Group at 11:00 am 

February 20  Youth Group at 11:00 am 

February 27  Youth Group at 11:00 am 

Limitless Ladies 

 

February 21st will be our dinner and a show event.  We will meet in the food 
court, and everyone can have the type of food they most enjoy.  We will attend 
the theater there also.  
 
The movie Redeeming Love is coming out on January 21st, but not sure if it will 
still be playing by February 21st.  If it is not playing, 
we will go see “Death on the Nile” an Agatha 
Christie murder mystery with detective Hercule 
Poirot. 
 
Please watch the “News to Share” and the weekly 
bulletins for more info as we get closer to the 
date.  
 

   United Methodist Women 

                                      March 1st 1:00 P.M. 
   Guest Speaker: Jackie Hanton from the Community Foundation 
     Contact person: Ann Beedon  
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Serving your church 

Here are two simple ways to serve your church and your church family. Please consider signing 

up to serve in one of these ways.   

 Be an usher.  Ushers arrive around 9 AM on Sunday morning.  Their responsibilities include 

greeting people at the sanctuary door, providing a bulletin, and answering simple questions like 

“where do I put my offering.”  This is a service that you can do once a year, once a month, or as 

often as you want.    Sign up is easy.  Just look for the large sign-up sheet in the narthex as you 

leave the sanctuary.   

 

 Be a communion server.  Communion is served the first Sunday of each month and two 

people are needed.  The responsibilities include distributing bread using tongs or holding the 

communion cup.  Rev. Hart will tell you the words you need to say. You can sign up to do this 

once a year or several times a year.  The sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board as you 

leave the sanctuary.   

 
 
 

Opportunity to help the Tech Team 

 The tech team is looking for people who can substitute when our regular people are off.  If you can 
use a cell phone, you can do this.   

1. Slide show- this person advances the slides in the sanctuary.  It literally involves pushing one 
button. 

 
2.   Sound technician- The new sound board is much easier to operate.  Most settings are preset 
and written instructions are provided telling the operator which button to push.  
 

3.   Camera- Again this is fairly easy to operate.  Most things are preset and again written 
instructions are provided to tell you which button to push.  

 
Please contact Rev. Drew Hart, Bruce Hurd, or Brian Miller if you are willing to substitute when our 
regular tech team is on vacation or has an unexpected absence.  

  United Methodist Men 

UMM will meet Wednesday February 9 at 6:30 for 
dessert, coffee, and conversation.  All men are invited to 
attend.    
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 FEED MY SHEEP UPDATE 

 

Feed My Sheep is once again up and running!  Feed My Sheep is a community 

outreach mission, from our church to Port of Hopes, located at 731 Griswold 

St., Port Huron.  Port of Hopes is a seven day a week “drop-in” center for 

clients experiencing mental health issues.  Due to the past pandemic 

restrictions, it has been two years since we have been able to provide a 

Sunday mid-day sack lunch for the clientele. Sunday was chosen, because Mid-

City Nutrition (soup kitchen) does not serve a mid-day Sunday meal.  

Currently we are providing 25 lunches. In the past church members have 

provided homemade food items to help supplement the lunches.  Due to the 

ongoing pandemic, we cannot accept these items at this time. If you would like 

to support this mission going forward, you can volunteer to help pack and/or 

deliver lunches. We begin packing immediately following the 9:30 a.m. worship 

service.  You are also welcome to contribute monetarily to this mission. If you 

have any questions, please contact Carolyn Kaiden or Kathy Slumpff. 

The 2022 Altar Flowers and Radio sign-up sheets is posted on the bulletin board by Wesley Hall.  If 
you wish to designate a Sunday, please fill in the date you wish to sponsor. 
 
            Altar Flowers    $30  
     Audio sponsor  $30 
     Video sponsor  $30                                                                                                           
     Radio                $80 

 
Thank you to all who support these ministries.  
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Mid-City Nutrition  SOUP  KITCHEN                               VOLUNTEER  Information 

St. Martin Lutheran Church   805 Chestnut St.   (a local mission project) 

Volunteers are responsible for making sandwiches, filling soup bowls and packing 

dinner bags. Volunteers may also help with food preparation and/or serving patrons 

their dinners. 

Hoping you can join us in this very worthwhile mission within our community. 

Some things have changed at the Soup Kitchen and some things have stayed the 

same: 

Changes: 

 Meals are not being served in the basement dining area, but are being      

distributed as take-out meals at the front door.  

  Volunteers work downstairs packing meals; there are usually less than 10 

 people working at a time, between staff and volunteers. 

  Volunteers have a choice to distribute meals at the door if they choose to or   

 not; generally, only two people are needed for meal distribution. 

   All volunteers must wear a mask (if UNVACCINATED) that covers both the 

 nose and the mouth. 

 

Unchanged: 

   Please contact Kathy Slumpff if you would like to volunteer 810-966-5221 or 

810-300-2390. She would appreciate *a call one week before your volunteer day, 

so she knows how many volunteers to expect and can call “the kitchen” with a 

count. 

 3-4 Volunteers are needed for the *1st Wednesday of each month arrive 

at 2:45 p.m. 

 3-4 Volunteers are needed for the *3rd Friday of each month arrive at 

2:45 p.m. 

 

MANY THANKS to our dedicated volunteers, who have worked regularly, through 

the course of this pandemic.  As the Soup Kitchen’s motto goes …“Fill a stomach, 

feed a soul.” 

 



 

 

Endowment Fund 
“Launching a Legacy” 

 
Anyone can give an Endowment gift.  Any 
size gift may be made as an endowment.  
You may give it now, or as a Memorial for 
a loved one or as part of your Estate Plan. 
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Thanks to those who have supported the Flower  
and Radio Ministries in January  
 
Flowers 
  
  
Radio 
 
 In memory of Tom Stein by Kathy Stein 

 IN LOVING MEMORY OF JIM BROWN 
 
Pam Ruehle 
Alan Zieg 
Maureen Zieg 
Don & Noreen Kleinstiver 
Alice Giese 
Elsie Van Camp 
Carol White 
Gerald Hisscock Jr. 
James & Mary Ann Cowden 
Randy & Christine Vinande for Music Program 
Tom & Jean Norager 
David & Nancy Sheaffer 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JEAN KING 
 
Pam Ruehle 
Bruce & Barb Hurd for Choir 
Barb Fochtman for Choir 
Alice Giese 
Sanctuary Choir for Choir 
Don & Noreen Kleinstiver  
Elsie Van Camp 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF GERALD JOHNSTON 
 
Joan Fleet 
Sharon Betts 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF VIC RUEHLE 
 
Alice Giese 
Sharon Betts 
Eileen Haight 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF NOREEN WAGER 
 
Eileen Haight 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF CONNIE LAFRANCE 
 
Eileen Haight 

To our church family, 
 
Thank you for your outpouring of sympathy and 
support in the loss of our dear sister, Arlene.  Each 
word of caring helps to heal our hearts. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lee and Marilyn Vander Esch 
 
 
 
 
A great big Thank You for all the cards, calls and 
notes on my fall and Vic’s death.  It is appreciated 
greatly by the family! 
 
Thanks so much. 
Pam Ruehle 
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Festival Concert Series 

   Presents 

Fourth Avenue, a cappella  

quartet 

 

WELCOME BACK TO THE 2022 FESTIVAL CONCERT SERIES.  The Festival Concert Series at 
First United Methodist Church of Port Huron, 828 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron will present 
“Fourth Avenue, a cappella quartet” on Saturday February 5, 2022 at 7:30 p.m.  The a 
cappella quartet has been sharing their high-energy show with audiences since 1993. The 
incredible harmony, audience participation, and a fully choreographed stage show are all 
part of the musical extravaganza. Their concert will feature a variety of pop, soul, R&B, 
gospel and doo-wop favorites from different eras. You won’t want to miss this fun filled 
evening of music!! 
 
If you have tickets for the cancelled 2020 concerts, they will be accepted for the 
rescheduled dates. 

East Winds District Leadership Training 

 

Every year the East Winds District offers free training workshops to every United Methodist in the 

district. While the workshops are geared toward those who are in roles of leadership in the local 

church, they’re nevertheless open to everyone. This year’s worship and training will be on Saturday, 

February 5, from 9a – 12p. Everything will be on Zoom, so you don’t even have to leave your home! 

If you would like to participate, it’s all free! Go to https://is.gd/r72GJt for more information; scroll to 

the bottom of the page for a link to the registration form. This year’s workshops are (a description of 

each is found at https://is.gd/Omh2ho): 

 

1. The Time is Now: Millennials, Gen-Z, and Me 

2. Resources for a Vibrant Church 

3. Trauma Informed Youth Practices 

4. Symbiotic-Community Collaboration 

5. How Clergy Can Facilitate a Strong Laity Involvement 

6. Staff/Pastor-Relations Committee 

7. Nominations & Lay Leadership Development 

8. Finances and Treasurers 
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Preparing for the General Conference Vote 

In 2019, leaders of The United Methodist Church met for a Special Called General Conference for 
the singular purpose of voting on and adopting a plan for moving forward as a denomination in light 
of the increased tension caused by different beliefs and practices around the issue of ordaining and 
marrying self-avowed, practicing homosexuals. Various plans were discussed and debated. In the 
end, the Traditional Plan (https://is.gd/L3eC0l) was adopted. This plan retains the restrictions against 
“self-avowed practicing homosexual” clergy and officiating at or hosting same-sex marriage 
ceremonies and requires stricter enforcement for violations of church law. 

The 2019 General Conference vote resulted in a strong call for our denomination to split into at least two 
different Methodist-related denominations, all of which would have the opportunity to design church law 
according to its guiding beliefs and values. To that end, another Special Called General Conference was 
planned for 2020. Unfortunately, the pandemic caused it to be postponed twice. It is currently scheduled for 
late August of 2022. 

Assuming the 2022 General Conference will take place, it will be vital for our congregation to be prepared 
for the outcome of that vote. Although it is not a bygone conclusion that a split is inevitable, there is general 
agreement that a healthy way forward is nearly impossible within our current system. Most everyone on both 
sides of the issue recognize that our denomination may be at the point where the healthiest decision for 
everyone involved is to go separate ways. 

To that end, a diverse, 16-member group of United Methodist bishops and other leaders have offered a 
proposal which would preserve The United Methodist Church while allowing traditionalist-minded 
congregations to form a new denomination. This proposal, the ‘Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through 
Separation’ (“The Protocol”),will most likely be what is debated and voted on at the 2022 General 
Conference. 

What can local churches do to prepare for the outcome of the 2022 General Conference? Pastor Drew is 
suggesting the following: 

1. Provide accurate and up-to-date information regarding the state of the 2022 General Conference. 

2. Communicate to members of our congregation the content of The Protocol. 

3. Communicate to the congregation the various decisions our congregation will need to make regarding 
our future denominational affiliation, as well as the timelines for making those decisions. 

4. Provide an opportunity for congregants to gather in small groups for the purpose of guided 
conversation and discussion of the issue which is at the core of the 2022 General Conference. 

The first three action items can be accomplished through written and verbal communications. There may also 
be opportunities for clarification and answering questions at town hall type gatherings. 

Accomplishing action item #4 will require some planning. But please know that in the weeks ahead, we will 
publicize dates and times for different discussion groups. Each group will meet 4 times, and each session 
will last 60-90 minutes. Each participant will be provided with a short book written specifically for this 
purpose. It’s entitled, “Living Faithfully: Human Sexuality and The United Methodist Church.” It is 
important to know that this book does not take a side, but presents both sides. The purpose of the discussions 
will be to hear and understand, not to argue and win others to your point of view. 
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 2—Scott Hill 
 4—Janet Doran 
 5—Annie Timm 
 6—Micah Fetterly 
 7—Fred Schaefer 
 9—Jeannette Awe 
 9—Alvastine Stewart 
10—Chase Meister 
10—Ruth Ann Scott 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

10—Rachel Hart 
11—Jennifer Ward 
11—Kurtis Obermyer 
12—Mike Charles 
13—Beulah Parraghi 
13—Judy Carr 
14—Cecily Ogden 
15—Joan Peattie 
15—Gen Johnston 
17—Jeanne Martens 

18—Vernita Arnold 
19—Tammi Anderson 
19—Zachary Hisscock 
20—Ann Beedon 
20—Bernie Schneider 
21—Kay Thomas 
22—Maxine Hitchings 
22—Jerry Ward Jr. 

24—Darlene Badley 
24—Tom Schlitts 
25—Dayna Wright 
25—Ellen Harneck 
25—Eileen Haight 
26—Barbara Fochtman 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 
   
  6—Bob & Grace Sult 
  7—Don and Noreen Kleinstiver 
  8—Norm & Lori Budd 
10—Bob & Ann Beedon 
13—Joe & Mary Colgan 
19—Randall & Janet Curtiss 
28—Jim and Deb Biskner 


