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 Take Away or Add To? 
 
Do you have an established way of observing Lent? Traditionally, Christians have given up 
something—typically, something they enjoy—as a way of immersing themselves in the sacrificial 
nature of the season. What are you giving up for Lent? is a question that might be asked at a Bible study 
or between friends. Common answers include various food items (sugar, meat, etc.), forms of 
entertainment (watching TV, social media, etc.), and alcohol and carbonated beverages. So, what’s 
behind this traditional practice of sacrificing something we enjoy during Lent? 
 
Before answering that, I’ll quickly recap the meaning and purpose of the Lenten season. Lent is a 
season of forty days, not including Sundays, which begins Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. 
It’s a time of repentance, fasting, and preparation for the coming of Easter. It’s a time of self-
examination and reflection; a time to focus on one’s relationship with God and grow in discipleship. 
The forty days represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and 
preparing for his ministry. The bottom line? Lent is when Christians have focused attention specifically 
on Christ’s self-sacrifice on the cross. 
 
So, why do we give up things like sugar, entertainment, and the like? In short, to personally identify 
with the sufferings of Jesus. While foregoing sugar or TV doesn’t equate with being tortured and 
crucified, there is nevertheless a kind of suffering we experience when we say no to something we’ve 
always said yes to. The temptation to stop the self-denial can be very strong. Leaning into the 
experience of saying no to something we’re used to getting/doing is one way to walk beside Christ on 
our ‘journey to Jerusalem’ (see Luke 9:51). 
 
What’s the purpose in trying to identify with Christ in this way? It comes down to spiritual growth. 
Jesus said, “If you want to be my disciple, you must give up your own way, take up your cross daily, 
and follow me” (Luke 9:23). Denying self. That is, denying the desires of the flesh (or sin nature). 
While food is not evil or bad in and of itself, denying it to ourselves can be very challenging. And when 
we intentionally strive to walk the sacrificial way of Jesus, we’re forcing ourselves to rely on his grace. 
This helps us grow closer to God. 
 
In recent years, many Christians have opted for a different approach to their Lenten discipline. Instead 
of giving up something beloved/enjoyable, they instead take up a spiritual discipline; they add to their 
walk of faith a practice intended to help them grow spiritually. For example, those who don’t regularly 
read the Bible might commit themselves to reading through the Gospels over the course of Lent. Or 
maybe be more intentional in their prayer or devotional life. Or volunteer at a local shelter or food 
kitchen. Or look for opportunities to give away money in ways they don’t normally do. 
 
Is one way better than another? No. The ultimate purpose is the same, which is to be intentional in our 
spiritual growth. Both approaches are challenging in that they force us to make uncomfortable 
adjustments to our lifestyle. But remember, in the end it’s not about us, it’s about Jesus Christ. It’s not 
about what we do, it’s about what he did. May your Lent be a blessed one indeed as you intentionally 
do something to grow in your walk of faith. 



 

 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Rev. Robert Ahlbert, brother of Barb Winters 
Kristin Brown and family 
Logan Brown, grandson of Sue Hadden 
Amy Carpenter,  cousin of Carolyn Kaidan  
Joan Cook 
Rusty Cool, brother-in-law of Nancy Smith 
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and 
 Marilyn Vander Esch 
Gwen Dunlap, friend of Drew & Caroline Hart 
Helen Jewell 
Dee Lindsey, friend of Sue Hadden 
Val Maher, friend of Carolyn Kaidan 
Jerry and Joan McCoy 
  

Margery Miller, mother of Darlene Badley 
Sue Pettengill 
Don & Debbie Plaut, friends of church office 
Ann Poirier, aunt of Carolyn Kaidan 
Gordon Ruttan 
Tom Sawdon, friend of Vernita Arnold 
Gary Schultz, brother of Roxanne O’Dell 
Ty Schultz, nephew of Bob & Roxanne O’Dell 
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein 
Tom Smith 
Pearl Swanson 
Mark Thorley, brother in law of 
 Bob and Karen Kreger 
Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger 
 

Paul & Kathy Williams 
Bonnie Wright, mother of Susan Allen 
Lilly Wright, niece of Rev. Bill and Dayna 
All serving in the Armed Forces 
Our homeless community  
Port of Hopes patrons 
Soup Kitchen  Staff and Volunteers 
The son of Jean Sones Goff 
Kristin, granddaughter of Rich and  
 Char Sponseller 
Jim, son-in-law of Rev. Carol Floyd 
Adrianne, niece of Jeanne Sones 
Family members of Betty Sexton 
Mason, Katherine and Eli 
 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES AND PEACE CORPS 
Lieutenant Colonel Eric D. Swanson, 1st CAG Inspector & Instructor, Camp Pendleton, CA (Pearl Swanson’s 
nephew) 
Chief MSgt. Gordon Wager, stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (son of Bill & Judi Wager) 
LCDR John DeLano, serving at Fort McNair, Washington DC.  (son-in-law of Randy & Chris Vinande) 
Sgt. Nathan Holdburg, serving at Camp Pendleton, CA  (son of Marcia Holdburg)  
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTER LIBERIAN CHURCHES... 
William N. Ross UMC-Grand Gedeh District —  Rev. Jacob S. Natham, II and Rev. Pewee Wiakanty; R.G. 
Togba UMC, Nana Kru District — Rev. Aloysius Dugbe and Pastor Matilda Wleh; Tubmanville UMC, Sinoe 
District — Rev. Lawrence Sackor 
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PRAY FOR LEADERS OF THE  LIBERIA CONFERENCE 
 Bishop Samuel Quire  
 Rev. Samuel Kanwea, District Superintendent Grand Gedeh District 
 Rev. Morrison Wleh, Nanu Kru District 
 Rev. Morris Jarkloh, Sinoe District 

Christian sympathy extended to 

~ Dave Reynolds on the passing of  Mary Reynolds  on January 19. 
~ Ila Hoetger and family on the passing of Dan Hoetger on February 12. 
~ Russ and Char Anglebrandt on the passing of Russ’s mother, Marge Anglebrandt, on February 15. 
~ Marilyn Dostie and Maureen Zieg upon the recent passing of Robert Zieg.  Robert was Marilyn’s brother and Maureen’s 
brother-in-law. 

If you have a need for pastoral care 
outside office hours, you may contact 
Pastor Drew at (734) 904-9775. 

The deadline for the April  2022 Tower 
Chimes is:  Thursday,  March 10.  
Please submit articles to the church 
office to be included in the next  issue.  
Everyone is interested in your news and needs 
your committee information. 
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Youth Group Tentative Schedule 

 

Youth Group will be from 11:00 to 1:30pm. For questions, please contact 

Elisabeth Danielsons. Below is the tentative schedule: 

  

March 6    Youth Group at 11:00 am 

March 13  Youth Group at 11:00 am 

March 20  Youth Group at 11:00 am 

March 27  Youth Group at 11:00 am 

 A to Z - Pray with Me! 
 
Starting Sunday, March 6th, we are launching a new intergenerational opportunity for our 
church family. There are many benefits to joining this adventure including: 

 Deepened faith 

 Connecting with someone in another generation 

 Getting to know your church community better 

 Engaging in new faith building experiences 

 Experiencing the transformational nature of prayer 
 

Please fill out the form in the newsletter and turn into the office by Sunday, February 27 or fill out the form on 
the Connect tab of our website. Partners will be assigned on Sunday, March 6th at the kickoff event following 
worship. You will get to meet your A to Z partner and participate together in a spiritual practice. If you are 
unavailable to attend in person events but would like to participate in a Zoom option, please fill out the form. If 
enough interest, we will make a Zoom option available. 

 
Please contact Elisabeth Danielsons with any questions. 
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atch people from

 
different generations together! P
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Ash Wednesday “Worship” 
 

Ash Wednesday is March 2. This year’s Ash Wednesday worship 
experience will consist of two parts: 1) a pre-recorded message from Pastor 
Drew which will be available online (church website and Facebook), and 
2) the in-person drive-through imposition of ashes given under the church 
portico. Interested persons may come to the church between 12-1pm or 5-
6pm. You may stay in your car while Pastor Drew gives you the ashes. The 
online devotional/message will be available at 6am on March 2. 
 

 
Lenten Sermon Series 

 
During Lent, Pastor Drew will be delivering a 7-part sermon series which will focus on 
some of the things Christ specifically accomplished through his crucifixion. The series is 
entitled “Why Did Jesus Die?” and is inspired by John Piper’s book, The Passion of Jesus 
Christ. Here’s a brief description of the topic of this book: 
 
“The most important questions anyone can ask are: Why was Jesus Christ crucified? Why 
did he suffer so much? What has this to do with me? Finally, who sent him to his death? 
The answer to the last question is that God did. Jesus was God’ s Son. The suffering was 
unsurpassed, but the whole message of the Bible leads to this answer. Why did Christ 

suffer and die? The central issue of Jesus’ death is not the cause, but the meaning— God’s meaning. That 
is what this book is about. John Piper has gathered from the New Testament fifty reasons. Not fifty causes, 
but fifty purposes — in answer to the most important question that each of us must face: what did God 
achieve for sinners like us in sending his Son to die?” 
 
During this sermon series, Pastor Drew will focus on these seven purposes for Christ’s suffering and death: 

1. To bring us to faith and to keep us faithful 
2. To rescue us from final judgment 
3. To obtain for us all the things that are good for us 
4. To reconcile us to God 
5. To make his cross the ground of all our “boasting” 
6. So that he (Jesus) would be crowned with glory and honor 
7. To achieve his own resurrection from the dead and to secure our own resurrection from the dead 

 Communion Servers Needed 
  

 

Communion is held the first Sunday of each month and two servers are needed to assist Rev. 

Drew and Rev. Elisabeth.  A sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin board directly outside the 

sanctuary.  Please consider signing up for a month and assisting in this very important part of 

our worship life. 
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United Methodist Women Happenings 

Our United Methodist Women are up and running in 2022, and we would like to share 
some updates.  

UMW remains committed to our missional field of Infants, Children, and Women and thank 
all of you whose donations allowed us to fulfill this mission for the past years. We 
appreciate your faithfulness. 

 

Save these dates 

Reminder: Monday February 21 is dinner and movie night at Birchwood Mall.  Information 
is available in the Friday update or by calling Barb Postill (810-334-4439).   

 

Tuesday March 1 at 1pm  

Jackie Hanton, vice president of Community Foundation of St. Clair County, will be 
our speaker.  Jackie has been active in our community for many years and is well 
known for her devotion to philanthropic causes. Come meet Jackie and learn how 
the community foundation aids the women and children of our community. 

 

April 

In April we will finally hold a rummage sale. It’s cold and snowy out so this is a great time 
to clean out the closets and find those items that are ready for a new home. Set up is April 
25-28. Sale dates are Friday April 29 and Saturday April 30.   

Ladies of all ages are invited to a tea party at Kate’s Downtown on April 23 at 3:30. This 
tea will require reservations and prepayment as we are limited to 40 guests.  Cost is 
$20.00.  We will be served tea sandwiches, fruit, sweets, charcuterie, and of course tea all 
accompanied by lots of chatting and laughter.  Invite grandma, mom, daughters, 
granddaughters, aunt, cousins, friends.  Reservations can be made now by contacting 
Kathy Kelly (810-327-2223) or Barb Postill (810-334-4439).  Money will be collected 
beginning in March.   

 

May 

Tuesday May 3 at 1:00 Mary Ecker will present Travels to Antarctica.  This is a don’t miss 
as this is as close as many of us will get to this beautiful continent.   

May 16-May 19 is Cherry Pie week, a time of laughter, chatting and yes, making delicious 
pies.   

After a long two years of not being able to be together, UMW invites you to take part in 
any or all of these opportunities to build or rebuild relationships with other Christian 
women.   
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Ladies of all ages  

You are invited to a Tea Party  

At Kate’s Downtown 

Saturday April 23, 2022 

3:30-5:00 PM  

Cost $20.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tea Sandwiches, fruit, sweets, charcuterie and teas will be served. 

Reservations and prepayment are required. (Limited to 40). 

 Contact Kathy Kelly at 810-327-2223 

Or Barb Postill at 810-334-4439 

Call now to reserve and money will be collected beginning in March 

 

** Invite grandma, mom, daughter, granddaughter, aunts, cousins and 

friends. Come enjoy afternoon tea.  

 

Kate’s Downtown, 231 Huron Avenue, Port Huron.  Parking on Main Street or in lot behind Kate’s. 
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  United Methodist Men 

UMM will meet Wednesday March 9 at 6:30 for dessert, coffee, 
and a time for fellowship.  All men are invited to join us in 
Wesley Hall.  

The 2022 Altar Flowers and Radio sign-up sheets is posted on the bulletin board by Wesley 
Hall.  If you wish to designate a Sunday, please fill in the date you wish to sponsor. 
 
          Altar Flowers    $30  
   Audio sponsor  $30 
   Video sponsor  $30                                                                                                           
   Radio                $80 

 
Thank you to all who support these ministries.  

Golf Anyone? The United Methodist Men would like to start an every other week 
golf outing and would like to see how many are interested in doing this. All are 
welcome, men, women, teens, friends, family, experienced golfers, and beginners. 
No dates or times have been set yet as UMM are exploring the options. If you are 
interested in participating, please contact Bruce Hurd 810-334-3877 or Jack Hess 
810-956-2498. If enough interest is expressed, details of dates, times, and places will 
be published.  

The Lake Huron Retreat Center has several job openings for the 
upcoming season: 
 
Guest Services Coordinator - This office position is Monday-Friday, at 
approximately 25 hours.  The coordinator need to have good organizational 
skills, pleasant on the phone and a basic knowledge of Microsoft Word.  This 
important person handles all the details of retreat groups - from start to finish.   
 

Cooks -  two people are needed who are capable of cooking for groups of various sizes.  Our menu is 
pretty standard and easy to learn.  Hours vary from month to month depending on our calendar, but - 
on average - a cook can expect 20-30 hours per week. 
 
Competitive Pay, a great team to work with, a few additional perks - and a great location!  These 
positions are available immediately.   
 
Please contact Rev. Ann Emerson for more information. 
(810) 327-6272 - office  (810) 334-5799 - cell    



 

 

Endowment Fund 
“Launching a Legacy” 

 
Anyone can give an Endowment gift.  Any 
size gift may be made as an endowment.  
You may give it now, or as a Memorial for 
a loved one or as part of your Estate Plan. 
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Thanks to those who have supported the Flower  
and Radio Ministries in February 
 
Flowers 
 
* In memory of our loved ones by Bruce & Barb Hurd 
* In memory of Nancy Osborn by the Kaidan family 
 
Radio 
 
*In memory of Janet S. Hillaker from the Hillaker 
 family 
*In honor of Matt Fleet 
*In memory of our loved ones by Bruce & Barb Hurd 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF DAN HOETGER 
 
Bruce & Barb Hurd 
Don & Noreen Kleinstiver 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF MARY REYNOLDS 
 
United Methodist Women 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JIM BROWN 
 
Carol Davis 
Marilyn Dostie 
Nancy Rock 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JEAN KING 
 
Carl & Kathy Kelly 
Tom & Jean Norager 
Nancy Rock 
Sharon Betts 
Jenella Smith-Emelianov 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF GERALD JOHNSTON 
 
Sharon Hayden 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF VIC RUEHLE 
 
Tom & Nancy Smith 
Don & Noreen Kleinstiver 
Shirley Yorke 

Thank you so much for making it possible to use 
your excellent facility for Student Achievement 
Testing.  Our students benefit from this event 
greatly. 
 
Port Huron Music Teachers Association 
 
 
 

Dear FUMC, 

Thank you so much for the Bible.  It is awesome!  

I have been reading it a lot.  I am so thankful 

for it! 

 

Sincerely,  

Aiden Carrier 

 

 

I’m loving the book.  It will teach me about Jesus 
and God. 
 
Love,  
Colton Carrier 



 

 

First United Methodist Church            Page 9                                 March 2022 

 Festival Concert Series 

   Presents 

Andreas Klein, Piano 

 

WELCOME BACK TO THE 2022 FESTIVAL CONCERT SERIES. The Festival 
Concert Series at First United Methodist Church of Port Huron, 828 Lapeer 
Ave., Port Huron will present “Andreas Klein, piano” on Saturday March 12, 
2022 at 7:30 p.m.   Andreas Klein is a stupendous pianist and has performed 
in different venues across the world. The New York Times calls Andreas “A 
fascinating artist with all the indispensable qualities: temperament, taste, 
touch, tone, the four T’s of pianism…” What a wonderful way to spend a 
spring evening listening to the sounds of our Steinway under the skilled 
hands of Andreas Klein. Please come and join us. 

 

If you have tickets for the cancelled 2020 concerts, they will be accepted for 
the rescheduled dates. 

 
 
 

Your generous giving to 
UMCOR Sunday on 
March 27, 2022 (formerly 
One Great Hour of 
Sharing) is what allows UMCOR to act as the 
arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving toward 
the most vulnerable in their darkest days. 
Convinced that all people have God-given worth 
and dignity—without regard to race, religion or 
gender—together we are assisting those 
impacted by crisis or chronic need.  

Daylight Saving Time 
begins on Sunday, 
March 13.  Don’t forget 
to set your clocks 
ahead! 
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Choose a week of camp-or a half-week “Mini Camp” for younger children-based on your grade level in the Fall of 2022.  
Every camp includes lots of outdoor fun, Bible study and devotions, great food, singing and praising God, and time to try 
new things.  Trained staff and volunteers care for you and build a welcoming community. 
 
New Camper Rebate:  Bring a friend and you both save $50!  Details at umcamping.org/rebate.  Camperships are available. 
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 3—Evan Crawford 
 5—Jane Heithoff-
 Gladstone 
 5—Phillip Johnston 
 7—Laurie Dinger 
10—Sue Hadden 
10—Ken Mapley 
10—Bob Hisscock 
11—Chris Vinande 
 
 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

11—Precious Fetterly 
13—Christine Reno 
14—Shiree Fetterly 
14—Ryan Duda 
15—Shirley Yorke 
16—Brian Duda 
17—Lee Vander Esch 
18—Betty Christler 

18—Kathy Ekelund 
19—Ann Morse 
19—Judy Parent 
21—Michael Saunders 
21—Steve Grattan 
21—Charlene Welics 
23—Celeste Kempf 
 
 

26—Brodey Hornby 
27—Beverly Friedland 
28—Sylvia Johnson 
29—Jack Rowley 
30—Grady Butler 
31—Elizabeth Hurd 
31—Niklas Thomas 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 
  1—Rob & Becky Genaw 
12—Fred & Joanne Schaefer 
15—Sally & James Basnaw 
 


