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 The Long, Slow Process of Healing and Growth 
 

This is a photo I took of myself on December 31, 2020. I sent it to my nephew (also a 
runner) who’d just given the running cap to me for Christmas. In the text I think I wrote 
something like, “Heading out on my last run of the year.” 

It wasn’t long after I took this picture that I had to stop running on account of pain that I 
was starting to feel in my left hip flexor, the muscle used to raise one’s knee upward. 
While it didn’t hurt to run itself, I knew something wasn’t right whenever I had to lift my 
leg upward. It was painful in my front hip to put socks on, to put pants on, and to get into 
car (which involves lifting up my leg to bring it into the vehicle). 

Not knowing the cause of the pain, at first I decided to simply stop running in order to 
give my hip a rest. My hope was that the discomfort would subside on its own. But after 

many months, it hadn’t. So, I went to my family doc who prescribed physical therapy. During the initial session with 
the physical therapist, it took her less to five minutes to accurately identify not only the cause of my injury and the 
corresponding pain, but she also knew exactly what I needed to do for it to heal. She warned me, however, that 
even though my hip would heal, and I’d be able to run pain-free again, it would be a long time getting to that point. 
I was told that my type of hip injury heals very slowly. 

Well, she was absolutely right. I’ve spent most of 2021 and all of 2022 so far going to PT twice a week. The good 
news is that the proverbial light at the end of the tunnel is getting very bright and very close. I’d say my discomfort 
from lifting my leg/knee is 90% healed. I’m now incorporating certain practices into my rehab to prepare my body 
to begin running again, hopefully this spring. 

This particular experience of the slow process of my body’s physical healing has been a reminder to me of the 
manner in which we grow (and heal) spiritually and emotionally. Spiritually, there is a “healing "of the soul which 
takes place instantly at the moment we say yes to following Jesus Christ. In that moment, the soul is made alive 
(born again) and God declares us to be  righteous. John Wesley referred to this particular work of the Holy Spirit as 
justifying grace. It occurs only once and transpires in an instant. 

However, it’s at that point that the real “work” of spirit-healing begins. After saying yes to Jesus, we begin the slow
-but-sure process of growing in faith and becoming more and more like Jesus. Wesley referred to this particular 
work of the Holy Spirit as sanctifying grace. It occurs daily—maybe even hourly—and transpires over the course of 
a lifetime. 

My observation is that a few people have a visceral experience of that initial justifying grace, but for the majority of 
us, coming to faith in Christ is not accompanied by any awareness of the celebration taking place in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Instead, we mark our spiritual growth over the course of years. And it’s often only by looking back and 
comparing where we are [spiritually] today to where we were then that we’re able to recognize the growth that’s 
taken place. The fact is, like my hip injury, it takes a long time for our spirits to be healed of the spiritual and 
emotional injuries it sustains from the ways of world. Attitudes take time to be adjusted. Beliefs take time to be 
realigned with God’s Word. Perceptions take time to be transformed into seeing the truth. Getting to the place of 
desiring God and the ways of God more than the things and ways of the world takes time. 
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Youth Group Tentative Schedule 

 

Youth Group will be from 11:00 to 1:30pm. For questions, please contact 

Elisabeth Danielsons. Below is the tentative schedule: 

  

April 3    Youth Group at 11:00 am 

April 10 Youth Group at 11:00 am 

April 17  Easter Sunday, no Youth Group   

April 24  Youth Group at 11:00 am 

So, yes, maturing spiritually take time, but what is vital to remember is this: growth does not happen automatically. 
Rather, it happens only when we’re intentionally working at it. My hip injury is an “injury” in the sense that it’s 
ligament damage caused by me overtraining, which forced my hip muscle to overcompensate for weak glute muscles. 
The ligament damage is reversible, but only through active and intentional strengthening of my glute and hip muscles. 
Without that intentional intervention, the ligament would remain injured and probably get worse over time. Likewise, 
spiritual growth doesn’t happen automatically. Spiritual maturity is the result of intentional intervention. Regular Bible 
study, regular Bible reading, regular prayer, regular worship, regular Christian fellowship, etc. In other words, these 
faith-practices—sometimes called spiritual disciplines—have to become a part of our daily lives in order to grow in 
[sanctifying] grace. 

Have you incorporated some spiritual disciplines into your day-to-day life? If so, depending on how long you’ve been 
at it/them, could it be time to take it to the next level? For example, if you’re a regular reader of the Upper Room, I’d 
wager my next paycheck that you’re spiritually ready to move to a devotional that takes you deeper and requires a bit 
more time and thought on your part. If you regularly pray/give thanks before meals, but that’s pretty much the extent 
of your prayer life, I know for certain that your spirit would gladly welcome adding a time of prayer—maybe just 5 
minutes at first—to your daily routine. If you’ve been successfully following a Bible reading plan that has you reading 1
-2 chapters a day, I bet it wouldn’t take a lot of effort to increase your reading time to 5 chapters. If you’re someone 
who usually signs up for the short-term Advent or Lenten study offered by the church, but that’s the extent of your 
Bible studies, I can only think that you’d enjoy availing yourself of other courses and classes that are offered from time 
to time. 

My hope and prayer is that in 2022, all of us will do what we feel God is calling us to do to grow in our faith. Next 
month, I’ll address the healing of the soul which doesn’t take a lifetime to achieve, but it requires of lifetime of 
diligence to remain as such. 

 

Pastor Drew 

Attention Youth going into 6th-9th grade: Join Elisabeth at Middle School Camp at Lake Louise 
from July 17-23. I'll be serving as a camp counselor this summer. Camp Scholarships are available 
through the church--contact Elisabeth or the church office for the form. To sign up for camp, go 
to lakelouisecommunity.org.  



 

 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Rev. Robert Ahlbert, brother of Barb Winters 
Kristin Brown and family 
Logan Brown, grandson of Sue Hadden 
Amy Carpenter,  cousin of Carolyn Kaidan  
Joan Cook 
Rusty Cool, brother-in-law of Nancy Smith 
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and 
 Marilyn Vander Esch 
Gwen Dunlap, friend of Drew & Caroline Hart 
Helen Jewell 
Dee Lindsey, friend of Sue Hadden 
Val Maher, friend of Carolyn Kaidan 
Jerry and Joan McCoy 
 Sue Pettengill 

Don & Debbie Plaut, friends of church office 
Ann Poirier, aunt of Carolyn Kaidan 
Tony and Joan Rogalski 
Gordon Ruttan 
Tom Sawdon, friend of Vernita Arnold 
Gary Schultz, brother of Roxanne O’Dell 
Ty Schultz, nephew of Bob & Roxanne O’Dell 
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein 
Tom Smith 
Pearl Swanson 
Mark Thorley, brother in law of 
 Bob and Karen Kreger 
Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger 
Paul & Kathy Williams 

Bonnie Wright, mother of Susan Allen 
Lilly Wright, niece of Rev. Bill and Dayna 
All serving in the Armed Forces 
Our homeless community  
Port of Hopes patrons 
Soup Kitchen  Staff and Volunteers 
The son of Jean Sones Goff 
Kristin, granddaughter of Rich and  
 Char Sponseller 
Jim, son-in-law of Rev. Carol Floyd 
Adrianne, niece of Jeanne Sones 
Family members of Betty Sexton 
Mason, Katherine and Eli 
 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES AND PEACE CORPS 
Lieutenant Colonel Eric D. Swanson, 1st CAG Inspector & Instructor, Camp Pendleton, CA (Pearl Swanson’s 
nephew) 
Chief MSgt. Gordon Wager, stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (son of Bill & Judi Wager) 
LCDR John DeLano, serving at Fort McNair, Washington DC.  (son-in-law of Randy & Chris Vinande) 
Sgt. Nathan Holdburg, serving at Camp Pendleton, CA  (son of Marcia Holdburg)  
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTER LIBERIAN CHURCHES... 
William N. Ross UMC-Grand Gedeh District —  Rev. Jacob S. Natham, II and Rev. Pewee Wiakanty; R.G. 
Togba UMC, Nana Kru District — Rev. Aloysius Dugbe and Pastor Matilda Wleh; Tubmanville UMC, Sinoe 
District — Rev. Lawrence Sackor 
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PRAY FOR LEADERS OF THE  LIBERIA CONFERENCE 
 Bishop Samuel Quire  
 Rev. Samuel Kanwea, District Superintendent Grand Gedeh District 
 Rev. Morrison Wleh, Nanu Kru District 
 Rev. Morris Jarkloh, Sinoe District 

Christian sympathy extended to 

Rev. Tom and Darlene Badley on the passing of Darlene’s mother,  Margery Miller, on  March 7 

If you have a need for pastoral care 
outside office hours, you may contact 
Pastor Drew at (734) 904-9775. 

The deadline for the May 2022 Tower 
Chimes is:  Thursday, April 14.  
Please submit articles to the church 
office to be included in the next  issue.  
Everyone is interested in your news and needs 
your committee information. 
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In-a-Box 
 
Your worship team is offering the Holy 
Week In-a-Box to serve as an aid and 
ritual to dive deeper into the week that 
changed the course of history, offering 
us hope amid immense loss.  Each day 
participants will read scripture, affirm a 
truth, and pray.  During Holy Week 
these acts can be done over a meal, as  
a morning daily ritual, or as the final 
ritual before going to bed each day. * 
 
Holy Week In-a-Box will be available 
on Palm Sunday for each family.   
Supplies are limited.  Worship bags  
along with the boxes will be delivered 
to our homebound the week of April 4.   
 
*from MichiganUMC.org 

Holy Week Worship 
 
Here is our worship schedule for the week leading into Easter. 
 

April 10—Palm Sunday, 9:30 am worship 
 
April 14—Holy Thursday, 6:30 pm worship in sanctuary.  Communion will be served.  
 
April 15—Good Friday 2 pm ecumenical worship in sanctuary.  This service will be led by 
United Methodist clergy in the Blue Water Mission Zone.  Church office is closed. 
   
April 17—Easter SUNRISE worship at the International Plaza by the Blue Water Bridge 
at 6:35 am.  (the actual Sunrise will be at 6:45 ) 
 
April 17—Easter, 9:30 am worship in sanctuary. 
 
April 18—Church office closed 

 

The stone has been rolled away.   
The tomb is empty.  He is risen! 

Hallelujah! 
Come and celebrate our risen Saviour! 

 
Join us at 8:00 a.m. for a breakfast  

of pancakes,  sausage, fruit  
and pastries. 

 
Donation baskets will be on each table 

to help offset the cost. 

 
Easter Breakfast clean-up  

volunteers needed. 
Many hands make light work!   
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United Methodist Women Happenings 

 

Ladies of all ages are invited to a tea party at Kate’s Downtown on April 23 at 3:30. This 

tea will require reservations and prepayment as we are limited to 40 guests. Cost is 

$20.00. We will be served tea sandwiches, fruit, sweets, charcuterie, and of course tea 

all accompanied by lots of chatting and laughter. Invite grandma, mom, daughters, 

granddaughters, aunt, cousins, friends. Reservations can be made now by contacting 

Kathy Kelly (810-327-2223) or Barb Postill (810-334-4439). If you have made a 

reservation, payments are due to Kathy Kelly. 

 

April: Rummage Sale 

May: 

Tuesday May 3 at 1:00 Mary Ecker will present Travels to Antarctica. This is a don’t 

miss as this is as close as many of us will get to this beautiful continent. 

May 16-May 19 is Cherry Pie week, a time of laughter, chatting and yes, making 

delicious pies. 

After a long two years of not being able to be together UMW invites you to take part in 

any or all of these opportunities to build or rebuild relationships with other Christian women. 

This is a reminder from the United 
Methodist Women for those who signed up 
for the Tea Party at Kate’s Downtown on 
April 23rd at 3:30 p.m. We had such a 
great response   that we now have a 
waiting list.  Your payment confirms your 
reservation, so be sure and get your 
payment to Kathy Kelly ASAP.  Make your 
check payable to UMW with a note in the 
memo section “tickets for tea”.  Mail to 
Kathy Kelly at 6027 Jeddo Rd.  Jeddo, Mi 
48032      
810-327 2223 
 
 
Thanks once again for your support.  
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 The Rummage Sale is Coming  

Finally, we are able to once again hold a rummage sale. 

The United Methodist Women’s rummage sale is planned for 
Friday, April 29 from 9AM to 3 PM and Saturday, April from 
8AM to noon and $1 per bag. 

Donations may be dropped off at the church Monday, April 25 
through Thursday, April 28 between the hours of 9:30 and 3.  

Donations also will be received Wednesday evening April 27 from 6-8 PM.    

Early donations cannot be accepted as we do not have the room to store donated items.  

Please note that we do not accept the following items: Furniture, tires, any type of 
electronics, cassette tapes, VHS tapes and items in poor condition.  

We will be setting up tables and clothing racks Sunday April 24 right after the church service.  All 
are welcome to help set up.    

Workers are also needed for each day to accept, sort, and put out donations and to help on the 
sale days.   

We would appreciate help with clean-up beginning Saturday at noon.   

If you would like to help or have questions, please contact Judy Parent or Barb Hurd.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Rummage Sale SNACK Volunteers Needed 

 

If you would like to provide SNACKS for our faithful volunteers, who will be setting up for the 
Rummage Sale, April 25-29, please add your name to the Sign-Up Sheet on the UMW Bulletin 
Board. 

Suggestions for SNACKS: cheese, crackers, fruit, veggies & dip, trail mix, etc. We could also 
use people to set-up coffee, tea and water.  THANK YOU! 

Good news! Cherry pies are a big request, and the UMWomen are getting organized with Sharon 
Betts as our leader. 
Volunteers, both men and women are needed starting Monday May 16th, through Thursday May 
19th, for preparation, cleanup and packaging the pies for pickup. 
Orders will be taken after church starting  Sunday April 24, for the next 4 weeks, and through the 
office at 810-985-8107.  Be sure and get your orders in early because we’re sure that we will 
meet our quota of 250 pies. 
Spring is on the way and I personally am looking forward to the fellowship, the laughter, and the 
stories that are shared as we gather around those stainless steel counters 
rolling and crimping those delicious CHERRY PIES. 
 I hope to see you in Church where we can now see the face behind the 
mask, make new friends and lasting memories.     
 
Sincerely, The Pie Committee 
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  United Methodist Men 

 

The United Methodist Men will meet April 13 at 6:30 
for dessert and conversation. All men are welcome to 
attend. 

The 2022 Altar Flowers and Radio sign-up 
sheets is posted on the bulletin board by 
Wesley Hall.  If you wish to designate a 
Sunday, please fill in the date you wish to 
sponsor. 
 

           
Altar Flowers    $30  
Audio sponsor  $30 
Video sponsor  $30                                                                                                            
Radio                $80 

 
Thank you to all who support these ministries.  

Golf Anyone? The United Methodist Men would like to start an every other week 
golf outing and would like to see how many are interested in doing this. All are 
welcome, men, women, teens, friends, family, experienced golfers, and beginners. 
No dates or times have been set yet as UMM are exploring the options. If you are 
interested in participating, please contact Bruce Hurd 810-334-3877 or Jack Hess 
810-956-2498. If enough interest is expressed, details of dates, times, and places will 
be published.  

 LOOKING FOR GRADUATES 

 

Is there someone in your family that is graduating from high school or 
college?  Please contact the church office by May 1  as plans are being 
made for Graduate Recognition Sunday on June 12.  
Please send a photo of your graduate along with the name of 
their school and their degree to the church office for the newsletter and 
bulletin board.  

Memorial service 
 
There will be a memorial service for Jean 
King on Friday, April 1 at noon at the 
church.  Visitation will be in the parlor 
before the service beginning at 11 am.    

 The church office will be closed: 
 
Friday, April 15 
 

Monday, April 18 



 

 

Endowment Fund 
“Launching a Legacy” 

 
Anyone can give an Endowment gift.  Any 
size gift may be made as an endowment.  
You may give it now, or as a Memorial for a 
loved one or as part of your Estate Plan. 
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Thanks to those who have supported the Flower  
and Radio Ministries in March 
 
Flowers 
 
*  In memory of Joyce Orr on her birthday from 
   Steve, LuAnn, Courtney & Zachary Jones 
*  In memory of my mother, Gene Palmer  
   by Mary Daniels 
*  UMW 
 
Radio 
 
*  In memory of Prudence Ecker by Mary Ecker 
*  UMW 

 IN LOVING MEMORY OF DAN HOETGER 
 
Roberta Charney 
Carl and Kathy Kelly 
Nancy Rock 
Charles and Carolyn Milton 
Brian and Barb Winters 
Sanctuary Choir 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Duxbury 
John and Linda Duxbury 
Deanna Duxbury 
Pat Goodman 
Dorothy Ann Harris 
Barbara and Ron Malfitano 
Joyce Hyde 
Diane Catlett 
Maureen McKenna 
Richard Frizzle 
Brenda Wheatley 
Kylee Haynes 
Marsha and Craig Winans 
Nanon and Jeff Keighley 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF VICTOR RUEHLE 
 
Brian and Barb Winters 
Rick and Kathy Slumpff 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JEAN KING 
 
Brian and Barb Winters for Choir 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JIM BROWN 
 
Tom and Nancy Smith 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JEAN KING 
 
Sanctuary Choir for Choir 
 
 

 
I would like to send a thank you message 
to all the people who have sent me cards 
and made calls since my stroke in May.  I 
do miss all the church activities.  I am 
pleased with the broadcasts, especially 
the music. 
 

There has been a Foss in the choir since the ‘40’s  
except for the 18 months Bob spent in the army 
during the Korean War.  I met Bob at choir practice in 
1953.  We were married August 28, 1954 by two 
Methodist ministers at the Deckerville Church, Rev. 
Serge Miosecenko and Dr. John Greenwood. 
 

I’m proud to see my family still there leading the 
music. 
 
Edna Foss 
 
 
 
We’re so thankful for the church family who 
expressed their sympathy at the loss of my mother. 
Whether it was with a card, call, visit or greeting at 
church, your compassion was much appreciated. 
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Library News 
 

The Library is open!! Come visit and take out a 
good book to read. 
 
New carpet was installed in the fall of 2021. Come see 
how nice it looks! A big Thank You to the volunteers who moved all the bookcases, 
books and other furniture out and back into the room. 
 

Another big Thank You to all the people who donated books during the pandemic. We 
have received many children and adult books. For those who haven’t been in the library 
we have both fiction and nonfiction books. The children sections are Early Childhood, 
Juvenile (ages 8-12 years) and we now have a few Young Adult (ages 12-18 years). We 
also have UMW and Bible study books. 
 

We are still busy cataloging books. The Children’s section is done. The sections are 
labeled with new books placed on separate shelves. We have received many donated 
Children’s books. The new children books are on the top shelves of the children section. 
Thank you to all who donated books. The sections are labeled. 
 

Examples of some of the Early Childhood books include: 
 

 Alice in Bethlehem Storybooks: This is a series of 28 books. Titles include: 
 

  “The Twenty-Third Psalm” 
  “The Story of Noah” 
  “The Story of Paul” 
  “Prayer and Graces” 

 

Newly donated series books in the Juvenile Section include: 
 

 Wishbone Classics and Adventures on Wishbone (Wishbone is a dog for those 
 who like dog stories). 
 

 Christian Heritage Series which include: 
 

  The Williamsburg Years 
  The Charleston Years 
  The Salem Years 

 

Newly donated Young Adult books are the Elizabeth Gail Series. 
 

The adult books are being cataloged. As they are completed, they will be placed in the 
bookshelf just outside the library. Updates to follow. 
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Thinking of Summer Camp? 
 

Lake Louise Christian summer camp in northern Michigan is the perfect place for friends, community & fellowship. 
Lake Louise is a special place where we connect with God, ourselves, and others.  While playing games, we build 
community and grow bonds that will last lifetimes.  When sitting around the fire, we hear stories and experiences of 
how God is moving through our lives.  While hiking, we get to see the beauty of creation and learn about its 
wonders.  

Here at camp, we re-center, reconnect, and remember who we are as individuals, a community, and as children of 

God.  So when  we hear God calling, we can answer… Here I Am 



 

 

Red Pantry Food Drive 

The Mission Committee is holding a food intake for the Red Food Pantry on Thursday April 7 from 
10-noon and 6:00-7:30 PM.  Our Thanksgiving drive was a wonderful success that allowed us to fill 
the box for five months, but now our supplies are running low and the need is increasing.   The 
following is a list of items that are appreciated by our neighbors who use the food pantry.  Please 
consider contributing what you can to help our neighbors.  If you can help with the collection of food, 
please contact Bruce Hurd at 810-987-9782.   

 

 

box of cereal 

Peanut butter 

stuffing mix 

boxed potatoes 

macaroni and cheese 

canned fruit 

canned tomatoes 

canned meat (tuna or chicken breast) 

canned pasta (spaghettios, ravioli) 

applesauce (no glass jars please) 

pancake mix 

pancake syrup 

pork and beans 

box of crackers or package of cookies 

package of rice 

package of oatmeal 

package of pasta 

spaghetti sauce (no glass jars please) 

canned soup/ramen noodles 

canned veggies 

toaster treats (pop tarts) 

 

Please do not give dry beans as most people don’t take them, but the squirrels love them.   
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Friends, today, the Commission on the General Conference for The United Methodist 

Church announced that the 2020 General Conference, already postponed twice, will be postponed 

again, this time until 2024. This news will be received with a range of feeling across our churches.  There 

are some for whom this just makes sense given the uneven distribution of vaccinations across the globe, the 

current world situation, and the challenge of obtaining the appropriate travel documents for all the elected 

delegates from around the world.  For others, this is deeply disappointing, delaying an anticipated vote on a 

denominational separation even further, which might allow for new expressions of Methodism to emerge and 

bring an end to our disputes over how we minister with and to the LGBTQ+ community.  Some ask just how 

we can make it through the coming months with deep unresolved tensions.  I have heard all your voices.  I 

understand your concerns. 

  

And I am thrown back to words found frequently in our Scriptures, “do not be afraid.”  The text I share above 

is one of countless Scriptures that encourage us not to be afraid.  While the range of emotions the news 

about General Conference brings includes disappointment, dismay, anger and fear, the text remains helpful 

as an encouragement to not allow such emotions to fully define how we move forward.  This text invites 

courage, focusing on the tasks ahead, and not being defined by our fears, angers, anxieties or 

disappointments.  I understand the range of feelings.  The delay in General Conference is disappointing.  I 

also know that the world continues to need the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ.  People need 

Jesus.  The world needs churches that can surround people with communities of love and forgiveness.  The 

world needs people and communities of faith committed to justice, peace, reconciliation, committed to seeing 

the image of God in all others and breaking down dividing walls.  I know we have some profound differences 

about how God calls us to be in ministry.  We also share many of the same passions to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  People are hurting. People are wounded.  Relationships are 

frayed.  Families are struggling.  Our world is plagued by war, poverty, environmental degradation, and the 

persistence of old prejudices and ancient hatreds.  God still calls us, each of us and all of us, to be in 

ministry for and with Jesus Christ in this chaotic and all-too broken world. 

  

We can, at this moment, allow ourselves to focus on anger, fear, dismay, disappointment, or we can 

feel these feelings and still move through toward the strength of love and the courage to be in 

ministry.  
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My commitments to all of you are the same commitments I have made in my ministry with you in this 

difficult time.  I am committed to kindness.  I am committed to graciousness.  I am committed to fairness.  I 

am committed to seeking as much wisdom as I can to exercise the ministry to which I am called.  As we 

move forward in this tense time I am committed to communicating with you all clearly and fairly.  As we 

continue to discuss future alternatives in the coming months, I will consistently sources for additional 

information with you.  While I am committed to the continuing United Methodist Church, I will make sure 

you know where to find information about other expressions of Methodism.  As a conference we will do our 

best to provide resources for your congregational discernment about your mission, vision and values.  We 

have been living in an uneasy tension with one another.  While uncomfortable, I trust we are capable of 

continuing to live in this tension.  My commitments include the understandings reached concerning 

abeyance and fairness in working with all congregations and clergy when the Protocol for Reconciliation 

and Grace Through Separation was first announced in early 2020. 

 

The Michigan Conference has consistently identified a direction for its future, a direction that defines 

inclusivity in ways beyond our current polity, a direction that seeks to combine personal faith development, 

congregational vibrancy, and passion to create a more just and peaceful world.  There is spaciousness, 

room for difference in matters of conscience and an encouragement to on-going dialogue amid 

contradictory convictions within that broad direction.  As a bishop I have shared with many that I am not 

interested in exchanging one set of judicial processes, complaints and trials about matters of conscience 

for another.  And I recognize that not everyone sees themselves or their congregation as part of this 

direction.  There are unanswered questions about whether or not new expressions of Methodism may 

launch before General Conference.  There remain provisions for disaffiliation for local congregations in 

accordance with paragraph 2553 of The Book of Discipline, revised in 2019. 

 

The Council of Bishops has scheduled a meeting for March 8 and I may have more to share with you 

following that meeting.  At that time, I may be in a better position to respond to more specific questions 

about disaffiliation, pathways for new expressions of Methodism to form, and whether or not Jurisdictional 

Conferences might yet be held this year.  If pathways to new expressions of Methodism are developed, I 

will work graciously with those seeking to move in that direction. 

 

I have long cherished these words of Parker Palmer, and have shared them often.  “’Don’t be afraid’ does 

not mean we cannot have fear.  Everyone has fear, and people who embrace the call to leadership often 

find fear abounding.  Instead, the words say we do not need to be the fear we have.  We do not have to 

lead from a place of fear, thereby engendering a world in which fear abounds.  We have places of fear 

inside of us, but we have other places as well – places with names like trust and hope and faith.  We can 

choose to lead from one of those places, to stand on ground that is not riddled with the fault lines of fear, 

to move toward others from a place of promise instead of anxiety.” (Let Your Life Speak) 

 

May we not be the fear we feel.  May we not be defined by our disappointment, anger or 

dismay.  May we find ways to lead and work in ministry from places with names like trust and hope 

and faith.  By the power of the Holy Spirit may we be courageous, and do the work of ministry to 

which we have all been called by God in Jesus Christ. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
David Alan Bard 
Michigan Area Bishop 
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1—Joan Andresen 
2—Sharon Bean 
3—Frank Teetzel 
4—Ron Allen 
4—Wendy Crawford 
4—Kelsey Howard 
6—Barbara Hurd 
8—Lee Aplin 
9—Corey Timm 
10—Betty Richter 
10—Don Kleinstiver 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

11—Avery Awe 
13—Josie Awe 
14—Jenella Smith-
 Emelianov 
14—Deb Biskner 
15—Terry London 
15—Scott McNutt 
16—Karen Meshew 
16—Mary Colgan 
16—Laura Kempf 
 

17—LuAnn Jones 
17—Debbie Timm 
17—Jared Ward 
17—Marilyn Vander Esch 
19—Austin Meister 
20—Jenna Belanger Reed 
21—Richard Newsome 
22—Norm Budd 
 

22—Nancy Rock 
23—Janet Clark 
25—Karen Huhtala 
26—Gavin Howard 
29—Doug Howard 
29—Kathy Cay 
30—Grace Sult 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

1—Harold and Joan Cook   
8—Sharon and Dale Hayden 
11—Mel and Ruth Ann Scott 
20—Chuck & Janet Clark 
 


