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Seriously? 

 
On the day after Easter, a spring snow storm came through much of lower Michigan. I 
texted a photo to my parents, who are still in California, with the message, “See what 
you’re missing?” to which they texted back, “Seriously?” accompanied by a  giant 
crying face emoji. 

 
On that first Easter, the women who discovered that Jesus’ tomb was empty  received 
a ‘Seriously?’ response when they reported their finding to the men.  According to 
Luke, “when they came back from the tomb, they told all these things  to the Eleven 
and to all the others. But they did not believe the women, because  their words 
seemed to them like nonsense” (Luke 24:9, 11). Because we’re so  familiar with this 
story, and it seems so obvious to us what happened, there’s a tendency on our part to 
quietly chastise the disciples for not immediately believing that Jesus was alive, as the 
women reported it. But, come on, who can blame them for doubting or being confused 
that a man had seemingly brought himself back from dead?  

 
Consider a similar situation of a couple of other disciples. Shortly after the  crucifixion, 
they were out walking when Jesus walked up to them and joined the  conversation. 
They came face-to-face with the risen Lord and still they didn’t  recognize him! How 
many of us have read this story and responded, Seriously? You  saw him with your 
own eyes! How could you not recognize him? But think about it. If any of us personally 
witnessed the execution of someone we knew and had seen  how mutilated his body 
had become from the torture he received; and then a few  days later, ran into a living 
person who displayed no evidence of being physically  
wounded, who among us would ever consider the possibility that these were one and 
the same person, even if they looked or sounded the same? Even if we consciously 
thought to ourselves, “This is really weird. That guy looks and sounds just like Jesus,” I 
think our brains would override our eyes and ears, and we’d convince ourselves that 
this isn’t real; I’m just seeing things.  
 

Beholding and believing the truth is a fascinating phenomenon. We know from 
personal experience that just because someone says something is true doesn’t always 
mean it’s true. Nor does saying something is true, make it true. Likewise, seeing 
something with our own eyes doesn’t always mean what we’re seeing is “true.” Just 
consider how easily we’re fooled by gifted magicians, even when we see what they’re 
doing with our own eyes. 

 
And yet, what’s the most effective way of communicating the truth of Jesus Christ to 
another person so that they come to know and believe it? It’s through telling the story 
and being a living example which others can see/perceive. Being able to say why we 
believe Jesus is alive and how our lives are better because of Christ is an important 
call upon every believer. If an unbelieving friend unexpectedly asked you, 



 

 

First United Methodist Church            Page 2                                             May 2022 

Youth Group Tentative Schedule 

 

Youth Group will be from 11:00 to 1:30pm. For questions, please contact 

Elisabeth Danielsons. Below is the tentative schedule: 

  

May 1 Youth Group at 11:00 am 

May 8  No Youth Group, Mother’s Day 

May 15  Youth Group at 11:00 am 

May 22  Youth Group at 11:00 am 

May 29 Youth Group at 11:00 am 

 “Why do you believe in and follow Jesus?” do you have any idea what you’d tell  
them? Likewise, if an unbelieving friend was informed that you are a Christ-follower, 
based on their experience of you, how might they respond—"Yeah, I can see that!”  
or... “Seriously?” 

 

When it comes to convincing someone of the truth of Jesus Christ, the good news is  
that’s not our responsibility! That responsibility falls on the shoulders of the Holy  
Spirit. What we’re responsible for is #1) being able to verbally share our personal  
Jesus-story; to be able to tell another person the difference being a Christ-follower  
has made in our own life; and #2) intentionally ordering our lives so that how we  
talk, the manner in which we interact with others, the choices we make, the stands  
we take, etc., aligns as much as possible with #1 so that there’s integrity in our  
words and our actions. If we can do those two things, then the Holy Spirit has  
something to work with! He can and will use us to bear witness to the truth of Jesus  
Christ, and others will come to know and believe, just as we do. Remember, all the  
doubting disciples I mentioned earlier eventually came to know and believe the  
truth that Jesus was in fact alive. God can use us to accomplish the same thing  
today. God can, and he will, if we’re willing to do our part! 

 

 

Pastor Drew 

Attention Youth going into 6th-9th grade: Join Elisabeth at Middle School Camp at Lake Louise 
from July 17-23. I'll be serving as a camp counselor this summer. Camp Scholarships are available 
through the church--contact Elisabeth or the church office for the form. To sign up for camp, go 
to lakelouisecommunity.org.  



 

 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Rev. Robert Ahlbert, brother of Barb Winters 
Nola Grace Blount, great granddaughter of 
 Sue Pettengill 
Kristin Brown and family 
Logan Brown, grandson of Sue Hadden 
Amy Carpenter,  cousin of Carolyn Kaidan  
Joan Cook 
Rusty Cool, brother-in-law of Nancy Smith 
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and 
 Marilyn Vander Esch 
Gwen Dunlap, friend of Drew & Caroline Hart 
Helen Jewell 
Dee Lindsey, friend of Sue Hadden 
Val Maher, friend of Carolyn Kaidan 
Jerry and Joan McCoy 

Don & Debbie Plaut, friends of church office 
Ann Poirier, aunt of Carolyn Kaidan 
Tony and Joan Rogalski 
Gordon Ruttan 
Tom Sawdon, friend of Vernita Arnold 
Gary Schultz, brother of Roxanne O’Dell 
Ty Schultz, nephew of Bob & Roxanne O’Dell 
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein 
Tom Smith 
Pearl Swanson 
Mark Thorley, brother in law of 
 Bob and Karen Kreger 
Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger 
Paul & Kathy Williams 

Lilly Wright, niece of Rev. Bill and Dayna 
All serving in the Armed Forces 
Our homeless community  
Port of Hopes patrons 
Soup Kitchen  Staff and Volunteers 
The son of Jean Sones Goff 
Kristin, granddaughter of Rich and  
 Char Sponseller 
Jim, son-in-law of Rev. Carol Floyd 
Adrianne, niece of Jeanne Sones 
Family members of Betty Sexton 
Mason, Katherine and Eli 
 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES AND PEACE CORPS 
Lieutenant Colonel Eric D. Swanson, 1st CAG Inspector & Instructor, Camp Pendleton, CA (Pearl Swanson’s 
nephew) 
Chief MSgt. Gordon Wager, stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (son of Bill & Judi Wager) 
LCDR John DeLano, serving at Fort McNair, Washington DC.  (son-in-law of Randy & Chris Vinande) 
  

PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTER LIBERIAN CHURCHES... 
William N. Ross UMC-Grand Gedeh District —  Rev. Jacob S. Natham, II and Rev. Pewee Wiakanty; R.G. 
Togba UMC, Nana Kru District — Rev. Aloysius Dugbe and Pastor Matilda Wleh; Tubmanville UMC, Sinoe 
District — Rev. Lawrence Sackor 
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PRAY FOR LEADERS OF THE  LIBERIA CONFERENCE 
 Bishop Samuel Quire  
 Rev. Samuel Kanwea, District Superintendent Grand Gedeh District 
 Rev. Morrison Wleh, Nanu Kru District 
 Rev. Morris Jarkloh, Sinoe District 

Christian sympathy extended to 

~Susan and Ron Allen on the passing of Susan’s mother, Margaret “Bonnie” Wright on March 20 
~John and Carol Dell on the passing of John’s aunt, Mary Dell, on March 24. 
~ Jenella Smith Emelianov on the passing of her husband, Mikhail, on March 28 
~Noreen and Don Kleinstiver on the passing of Noreen’s brother, Leland C. Brown, on April 2 

If you have a need for pastoral care 
outside office hours, you may contact 
Pastor Drew at (734) 904-9775. 

The deadline for June 2022 Tower 
Chimes is:  Thursday, May 12.  Please 
submit articles to the church office to be 
included in the next  issue.  Everyone is 
interested in your news and needs your 
committee information. 
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United Methodist Women Happenings 
 

  

On May 3 at 1:00 all women are invited to visit Antarctica. No, we really aren’t going to 

physically travel there, instead Mary Ecker will be sharing her adventures from there. Come 

share in a virtual visit to the 7th continent and see penguins, the Drake passage, the South 

Shetland Islands and the many wonders of this beautiful place.  

 

Cherry pie sales begin on Sunday, April 24 in Wesley Hall and will continue for 

the following four weeks.  For your convenience you may also call the office to 

place your order at 810-985-8107.  Pies are $15 each and 250 pies is our goal, 

so be sure to get your order in early. 

 

Monday May 16 through Thursday May 18 is Cherry Pie making time. We will be preparing 

the cherries on the 16th, and making the pies for pick up on the 17th, 18th and 19th.  Lots of 

helpers are needed for preparing the cherries, rolling , filling, crimping and packaging the pies 

for pickup.  This is a time of laughter, conversation, and meeting new faces.  We will have a 

lot of laughs, and maybe even learn or teach a few tricks of pie making. Let’s enjoy another 

week of long overdue fund raisers at FUMC. Come when you can and leave when you must.   

 

Mark your calendars now for the 2022 Mission U to be held on August 11-13 at Lake Huron 

Retreat Center. The theme this year is Luke 13: Who Can We be Together. More information 

on this event will be available later. We will take a break in June, July, and August and begin 

meeting again September 13 at 1:00 when Rev. Elisabeth Danielsons will share information 

on the U-2 Program.  

 

 

For those who wish to participate in communion while 
worshipping from home, we are now offering a three-month 
supply of communion elements that are available for pick up 
during regular office hours.  For those unable to get out, 
please call the church office at (810) 985-8107 and 
arrangements will be made to deliver the communion 
elements to you. 
 
Communion is the first Sunday of each month and the service 
is broadcast at 9:30 a.m. on WPHM 1380 AM or on 
Facebook. 
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Amazon Smile is a website operated by Amazon that lets customers enjoy the same wide  selection 

of products, low prices, and convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com.  The difference is that 

when customers shop at smile.amazon.com, the Amazon Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 

purchase price of eligible items to the charitable organization as selected by the customer. 

First United Methodist Church is a registered participant in Amazon Smile.  When making purchases 

from Amazon, please consider participating in smile.amazon.com and supporting First United 

Methodist Church. The following website address will link  directly to smile.amazon.com in support 

of First UMC.  htps://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-1474920 

 LOOKING FOR GRADUATES 

 

Please contact the church office by May 1  as plans are being made for 
Graduate Recognition Sunday on June 12.  Please send a photo of your 
graduate along with the name of their school and their degree to the 
church office for the newsletter and bulletin board.  

The 2022 Altar Flowers and Radio sign-up 
sheets is posted on the bulletin board by 
Wesley Hall.  If you wish to designate a 
Sunday, please fill in the date you wish to 
sponsor. 
 
           
  Altar Flowers    $30  
  Audio sponsor  $30 
  Video sponsor  $30                                                                                                            
  Radio                $80 

 
Thank you to all who support these ministries.  

Volunteer Requested 
 
Looking for someone to read print material for a 
visually impaired Christian senior in their 
home. One or two hours per week is requested. 
If you are interested, please call during daylight 
hours - 810-982-0717 

USHER: hand out bulletins and direct people to an 
open pew. 
 
COMMUNION SERVERS:  to assist Pastor Drew and 
Rev. Elisabeth on the first Sunday of each month. 
 
Sign up at the bulletin board opposite the middle 
sanctuary doors.  
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The United Methodist Women’s rummage sale is planned 
for Friday, April 29 from 9AM to 3 PM and Saturday, April 
30 from 8AM to noon and $1 per bag. 

Donations may be dropped off at the church Monday, 
April 25 through Thursday, April 28 between the hours of 
9:30 and 3.  

Donations also will be received Wednesday evening April 
27 from 6-8 PM.    

Early donations cannot be accepted as we do not have the room to store donated items.  

Workers are also needed for each day to accept, sort, and put out donations and to help on the 
sale days.   

We would appreciate help with clean-up beginning Saturday at noon.   

If you would like to help or have questions, please contact Judy Parent or Barb Hurd.   

Noisy Offering Sunday is May 29, and 
will benefit the KDN program. Native American Sunday 

 May 1, 2022 

INVITATION TO EAST WINDS DISTRICT 
LISTENING SESSIONS 

 

There will be a Listening Session available on Sunday, May 22, 
2022 from 3 to 5 pm  to ask and address questions regarding 
the future of the United Methodist Church. This will be led by 
our District Superintendent, Rev. John Hice.  

The church office will be closed on Monday, 
May 30, in honor of Memorial Day. 
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  United Methodist Men 

 

The United Methodist Men will meet May 11 at 
6:30pm for dessert and conversation. All men are 
welcome to attend. 

Summer Golf Outings  

The United Methodist Men invite all golfers to their summer golf outings. We will be 
golfing on the First and Third Mondays of each month at 9:00 AM at Willow Ridge 
Golf Club which is located at 3311 North River Road.  
 
Our first golf outing will be Monday May 2. Cost is $10 for walkers and $17-$20 for 
those wishing to take a cart. All skill levels and ages are welcome to join us. This is not 
an organized league so come when you can. Contact Jack Hess or Bruce Hurd for more 
information.  
 
Dates of the outings are listed below.  

Monday May 2  

Monday May 16  

Monday June 6  

Monday June 20 

July 4 we will not meet  

Monday July 18  

Monday August 1  

Monday August 15  



 

 

Endowment Fund 
“Launching a Legacy” 

 
Anyone can give an Endowment gift.  
Any size gift may be made as an 
endowment.  You may give it now, or 
as a Memorial for a loved one or as 
part of your Estate Plan. 

Listen to Our 9:30 Service on the Internet 
WPHM offers a listen live option via the 
Internet.  You can listen to our 9:30 service via 
your computer no matter where you are.  To use 
this service go to www.wphm.net.  At the top of 
the page will be a box with a large red arrow and 
the words Listen Live.  Click on the red arrow.  
You will be able to hear the radio broadcast.  
This option allows our snowbirds and travelers 
to stay connected to FUMC  Please consider 
taking advantage of this wonderful option.   
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Thanks to those who have supported the Flower  
and Radio Ministries in April 
 
 
Flowers 
In memory of Jack Peattie from Joan, Linda & Joel 
In memory of Richard Orr from Steve, LuAnn, 
 Courtney and Zack 
In memory of Lucy Ekelund from Ted & 
 Kathy Ekelund 
  
 

 IN LOVING MEMORY OF DAN HOETGER 
 
 Michael and Carol Blair 
 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JEAN KING 
 
Marianne Kemp for Choir and UMW 
Joan Fleet 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
We’re so thankful for the church family 
who expressed their sympathy at the loss 
of my mother. Whether it was with a card, 
call, visit or greeting at church, your 
compassion was much appreciated. 
 
Darlene and Tom Badley   
 
 
 
Thank you for all the concern and prayers for our 
granddaughter Kristin and for Rich and I.  Kristin has 
had a rough year but she should be on her way to 
wellness soon.  We appreciate all of the cards, phone 
calls and concern from our First Church Friends.  We 
miss you but we know that we are where we have 
been needed, especially this past year. 
 
Blessings, 
Charlotte Sponseller 
 
 
Dear church family, 
Thank you so very much for the lovely and thoughtful 
messages of support and hope both for my birthday 
and the loss of my husband Mikhail. There have been 
many changes in my life these last two months while I 
have been living with my family in Alpena, but God is 
faithful and with your love and support I have 
managed. As Spring arrives I pray that things will be 
well with all of you. Once again, thank you from the 
depth of my heart. 

 
Love, Jenella 

 

 

 

Thank you from the Missions Committee  
 

We would like to thank all who donated to the 

Red Food Pantry. Thanks to your generosity, 

empty shelves are full and our neighbors are fed. 

Your dedication to this missional outreach is very 

much appreciated.  
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Library News  
Have been busy cataloging many new books. The process is so 
much faster thanks to the Endowment Committee who bought a 
new computer for the library.  
 
The most recent books are all fiction and are located on the book-
case just outside the library. Some of what we have include: 
 

 Many new Amish books by:     Kathleen Fuller  
                  Beth Wiseman  

        Sara Price Shelley  
        Shepherd Gray  
 

 Also have a new Amish series by Colleen Coble.  
 New series by Lee Tobin McClain  
 First two books of a new trilogy by Erin Hilderbrand  
 Mysteries from Mary Higgins Clark  
 

There are a total of 32 new books. Hope you find something you like!  

June 5 ~ immediately after worship 

ALL are invited to a summer favorite ~ a picnic on the church lawn.  No picnic baskets 
needed ~ we will provide everything.  Lunch will be served with a menu of hot dogs, chips 
and water with ice cream for dessert.  Bring a lawn chair for a little extra comfort. 
 
And entertainment will be provided by you!  Grab a partner and participate in a Corn Hole 
Tournament.  Corn Hole is a yard game played in teams of two.  Teams  toss a bean bag 
trying to get it to land in a hole a short distance away (similar to horse shoes).  We will have 
multiple games set up so that all may join in and play.  We had a great time last year and 
everyone  had a blast.  This year we are going to have some quirky prizes.   
 
The All Church Picnic is brought to you by your Evangelism Committee. 
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Mid-City Nutrition SOUP KITCHEN VOLUNTEER Information 
St. Martin Lutheran Church 805 Chestnut St.   

 (a local mission project) 
 

Volunteers are responsible for making sandwiches, filling soup bowls and packing 

dinner bags. Volunteers may also help with food preparation and/or serving patrons 

their dinners. 
 

Hoping you can join us in this very worthwhile mission within our community. 
 

Some things have changed at the Soup Kitchen and some things have stayed the 

same: 
 

Changes: 

 Meals are not being served in the basement dining area, but are being 

distributed as take-out meals at the front door.  

 Volunteers work downstairs packing meals; there are usually less than 10 

people working at a time, between staff and volunteers. 

 Volunteers have a choice to distribute meals at the door if they choose to or 

not; generally, only two people are needed for meal distribution. 

 All volunteers must wear a mask (if UNVACCINATED) that covers both the 

nose and the mouth. 

 

Unchanged: 

 If you would like to volunteer: SIGN UP on the volunteer sheet located on 

the UMW BULLETIN BOARD, near the Welcome Center. If you can’t 

volunteer on the date you signed up for, please contact Kathy Slumpff at  

 810-966-5221 or 810-300-2390. 

 3-4 Volunteers are needed for the *1st Wednesday of each month 

arrive between 2:30-2:45 p.m. 

 3-4 Volunteers are needed for the *3rd Friday of each month  

   arrive between 2:30-2:45 p.m. 

 

MANY THANKS to our dedicated volunteers, who have worked regularly, 

through the course of this pandemic.  As the Soup Kitchen’s motto 

goes…“Fill a stomach, feed a soul.” 
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1—David Thomas 
2—Shirley Newton 
2—William F. Rock 
2—Bob Krohmer 
3—Becky Genaw 
3—Pierrette Thelander 
4—James Obermyer 
4—Mel Scott 
6—Colton Carrier 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

6—Joan McCoy 
9—Joel Anderson 
12—Tom Smith 
15—Adrianna Hines  
19—Nelda MacLean 
19—Nancy Smith 
19—Ann Schlitts 
19—Robert Chapman 
21—Ronald Foss 
 
 

21—Janice Karner 
21—Jim Basnaw 
21—Lorrie Dickinson 
22— Destiny Fetterly  
23—Valerie McClellan 
23—Joanne Schaefer 
23—Pearl Swanson 
24—Julie Rock 
25—Evan Timm 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

  1—Tim & Lois Beatty 
  7—Bryan & Linda Klaas 
  8—Dave and Susan Repp 
  9—Bernie & Jeannine Schneider 
13—Nancy & Bill Kulman 
14—Betty & Jack Rowley 
19—Scott & Connie Hill 
21—Jim & Pierrette Thelander 

23—Bob & Roxanne O’Dell 
24—Scott and Leslie Butler 
25—Phillip & Melanie Johnston 
26—Marianne & Fred Kemp 
26—Dave & Jane Gladstone 
28—Rebecca & Jeff Kleeves 
29—Steve & Cathy Grattan 
30—Fred & Mary Lou Black 
  
 

26—Dale Ann Ogden 
26—Meredith Reuter 
26—Mary Lou Black 
26—Klare Carr 
28—Daniel Saunders 
28—Jim Dunn 
28—Sue Brisbois 
31—Angelica Fetterly 
 


