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The Freedom to Do the Right Thing 

There are times when doing the right thing and doing what we have the right to do are juxtaposed with each other. When 
this happens, I believe the Christian has a duty, if you will, to forego their rights in order to do the right thing. 

For example, let’s assume, for the sake of argument, we live in a location where the main supply of water is subject to 
changes in seasonal rainfall, and that we’re experiencing a mild drought; it’s not enough to threaten the water supply, but 
it’s definitely decreased the amount of water available to the public. I  would argue that at this pre-crisis point in time, I 
may still have the right to water my now-browning lawn but, for the sake of the general public’s well-being, not watering 
it is the right thing to. 

Why do I say this is the Christian’s duty? Because Paul pretty much says so in 1 Corinthians 8, where he answers the 
question of whether or not it’s OK for Christians to eat meat which has been dedicated to idols (a big concern in his day). 
I’ll sum up his answer. Yes, but. Yes, because we Christians know that idols/gods are nothing. On the other hand, No, if 
doing so causes a new Christian to stumble in their faith. Here it is in his own words: “You must be careful so that your 
freedom does not cause others with a weaker conscience to stumble. For if others see you—with your “superior 
knowledge”—eating in the temple of an idol, won’t they be encouraged to violate their conscience by eating food that has 
been offered to an idol? So because of your superior knowledge, a weak believer for whom Christ died will be 
destroyed” (vv. 9-11). 

His personal application of this idea, I believe, ties it to our own behavior. “So if what I eat causes another believer to 
sin, I will never eat meat again as long as I live—for I don’t want to cause another believer to stumble” (v. 13). Are 
we not called to choose to do likewise—for the sake of others? 

July 4 is all about our American freedom and the rights we have as citizens of this nation. But what happens when our 
individual civil freedoms bump up against the natural freedoms common to us all as human beings? 

When it comes to the ongoing debate over the rights afforded to U.S. citizens by the Second Amendment, how is it that so 
many Christians have made fighting for their constitutional rights a higher priority than doing the right thing? Should the 
freedom to purchase and own weapons designed for warfare trump the freedom to be able to participate in the public 
arena without fear of being shot and killed by someone who lawfully obtained such a weapon? When my constitutional 
freedom gets in the way of your human freedom, then it’s up to me to make an adjustment. It’s my duty as a fellow human 
being to do the right thing for the sake of the larger community. 

In this space, I’m not advocating for any particular legislation. What I am coming down on is the vociferous opposition to 
any kind of limits to gun ownership simply on account of our Second Amendment rights, a position touted by many 
prominent Christians these days. As a nation, we’re experiencing an epidemic of gun violence; no other country in the 
entire world is having to address this issue at the level we are. For the sake of our national well-being, it’s vital that we as 
a people do the right thing, which is doing whatever we have to do to truly and dramatically lower gun violence in our 
country. Period. 

Keep in mind, dear friend, that the salvation of our very souls came at the cost of Jesus Christ foregoing his divine “right” 
to remain in his state of glory. For our sake, he “gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and 
was born as a human being” after which he “he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a 
cross” (Philippians 2:7-8). 

If any Christian thinks it’s more important to stick up for their individual rights than to do the right thing for the sake of 
all, then, on principle, might they consider giving their new life and spiritual freedom back to God? All I can say is that 
it’s a good thing God didn’t take such a position! If he had, we’d all still be dead in our sins. 



 

 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Rev. Robert Ahlbert, brother of Barb Winters 
Joan Andresen 
Nola Grace Blount, great granddaughter of 
 Sue Pettengill 
Kristin Brown and family 
Logan Brown, grandson of Sue Hadden 
Amy Carpenter,  cousin of Carolyn Kaidan  
Joan Cook 
Rusty Cool, brother-in-law of Nancy Smith 
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and 
 Marilyn Vander Esch 
Gwen Dunlap, friend of Drew & Caroline Hart 
Ed Finch, friend of Ellen Hoover 
Dee Lindsey, friend of Sue Hadden 
Val Maher, friend of Carolyn Kaidan 
Jerry and Joan McCoy 
 

Barbara Parker, grandmother of  
 Brodey Hornby 
Joan Peattie 
Sue Pettengill 
Don & Debbie Plaut, friends of church office 
Ann Poirier, aunt of Carolyn Kaidan 
Tony and Joan Rogalski 
Gordon Ruttan 
Tom Sawdon, friend of Vernita Arnold 
Gary Schultz, brother of Roxanne O’Dell 
Ty Schultz, nephew of Bob & Roxanne O’Dell 
Mel Scott 
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein 
Tom Smith 
Mark Thorley, brother in law of 
 Bob and Karen Kreger 
Callum Troy 
Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger 
 

Paul & Kathy Williams 
Lilly Wright, niece of Rev. Bill and Dayna 
All serving in the Armed Forces 
Our homeless community  
Port of Hopes patrons 
Soup Kitchen Staff and Volunteers 
The son of Jean Sones Goff 
Kristin, granddaughter of Rich and  
 Char Sponseller 
Jim, son-in-law of Rev. Carol Floyd 
Adrianne, niece of Jeanne Sones 
Family members of Betty Sexton 
Mason, Katherine and Eli 
Brett, nephew of Judy Carr 
 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES AND PEACE CORPS 
Lieutenant Colonel Eric D. Swanson, 1st CAG Inspector & Instructor, Camp Pendleton, CA (Pearl Swanson’s 
nephew) 
Chief MSgt. Gordon Wager, stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (son of Bill & Judi Wager) 
LCDR John DeLano, serving at Fort McNair, Washington DC.  (son-in-law of Randy & Chris Vinande) 
  

PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTER LIBERIAN CHURCHES... 
William N. Ross UMC-Grand Gedeh District —  Rev. Jacob S. Natham, II and Rev. Pewee Wiakanty; R.G. 
Togba UMC, Nana Kru District — Rev. Aloysius Dugbe and Pastor Matilda Wleh; Tubmanville UMC, Sinoe 
District — Rev. Lawrence Sackor 
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PRAY FOR LEADERS OF THE  LIBERIA CONFERENCE 
 Bishop Samuel Quire  
 Rev. Samuel Kanwea, District Superintendent Grand Gedeh District 
 Rev. Morrison Wleh, Nanu Kru District 
 Rev. Morris Jarkloh, Sinoe District 

Christian sympathy extended to 

Dayna and Bill Wright on the passing of Dayna’s mother, Patricia Irish, on May 24. 
The family of Ila Hoetger; Ila passed away on June 7. 
The family of Helen Jewell; Helen passed away on June 11. 

If you have a need for pastoral care 
outside office hours, you may contact 
Pastor Drew at (734) 904-9775. 

The deadline for August 2022 Tower 
Chimes is:  Thursday, July 14.  Please 
submit articles to the church office to be 
included in the next  issue.  Everyone is 
interested in your news and needs your 
committee information. 
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 Youth Group Tentative Schedule 

 

Youth Group will be from 11:00 to 1:30pm. For questions, please contact Elisabeth Danielsons. 

Below is the tentative schedule: 

  

June 26    Youth Group  at 11:00 am 

July 3       No Youth Group  

July 10     No Youth Group  

July 17     Youth Group at 11:00 am 

July 24     Youth Group  

July 31     Youth Group at 11:00 am 

 Library News 

 

We are continuing to catalog and place more books into 
circulation. Adult books are on the bookcase just outside the 
library door.  The children’s books are in the children’s section 
on shelf labeled new books. 

Newly placed adult fiction include a few familiar authors such as 
Nicholas Sparks, Susan Mallory and Jodi Picoult plus some newer names. A couple 
titles are “The Magic Strings of Frankie Pierce” and “Sold on a Monday.” 

Placed on the children’s shelf are books about two boys Jim and Isaac and their 
experiences as new students in middle school.  Titles are: 

 “Jim and Isaac – Middle School – Keystone Species 

                                                       Solar Powered 

                                                       Brain Injury” 

If you like dragons there are three books by Chris D’Lacey: “Ice Fire” 

                                                                                               “Fire Stone” 

                                                                                               “Fire Within” 

 

Stop by and see what we have! 



 

 

Endowment Fund 
“Launching a Legacy” 

 
Anyone can give an Endowment gift.  
Any size gift may be made as an 
endowment.  You may give it now, 
or as a Memorial for a loved one or 
as part of your Estate Plan. 
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 International Day Parade 

 

The Evangelism Committee will be having a float in 

the parade, which will be July 13. We will have our 

chapel at one end and Noah’s Ark at the other end. 
 

Build date is July 10 from 2 to 6 pm  at Mike and Debbie Timm’s house. We need volunteers 

and would appreciate all the help we can get. 
 

We are also looking for stuffed animals.  If anyone has any to donate, that would be great. 

 

 

Family Night 

 

Family night is July 14 and the Evangelism Committee is 

going to have a spot with our tent.  We’re going to play a golf 

disc game using Frisbees. 
 

We would like volunteers to help, especially during 5:00 to 

7:00 pm.  If you can help, call Judy at 810-385-8563. 

 

 

 

For those who wish to participate in communion 
while worshipping from home, we are now offering a 
three-month supply of communion elements that are 
available for pick up during regular office hours.  For 
those unable to get out, please call the church office 
at (810) 985-8107 and arrangements will be made to 
deliver the communion elements to you. 
 
Communion is the first Sunday of each month and 
the service is broadcast at 9:30 a.m. on WPHM 
1380 AM or on Facebook. 

Volunteer Requested 
 
Looking for someone to read print material for a 
visually impaired Christian senior in their 
home. One or two hours per week is requested. 
If you are interested, please call during daylight 
hours - 810-982-0717 
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Summer Golf Outings  

The United Methodist Men invite all golfers (men, 
women, teens and children) to their summer golf 
outings. We will be golfing on the First and Third 
Mondays of each month at 9:00 AM at Willow Ridge Golf Club which is located at 
3311 North River Road.  
 
All skill levels and ages are welcome to join us.  This is not an organized league, so 
come when you can.    Contact Jack Hess or Bruce Hurd for more information.  
 
Dates of the outings are listed below.  

July 4 we will not meet  

Monday July 18  

Monday August 1  

Monday August 15  

$10 for walkers 

$17-20 for those requesting a cart 

 Dear Port Huron First,  
 
Thank you so much for the beautiful stole you 
all gifted me for my Ordination. When I put it 
on for the first time, I felt all the love and 
prayers and support of this church surrounding 
me. But it's more than just the stole that I want 
to thank you for. You are my home church. You 
are the church family that nurtured me and 
watched me grow from infant to child to youth 
to young adult. You have blessed me in so 
many ways, and I can truly say that I would not 
be a pastor if it wasn't for you all. Thank you 
for being such an important part of my life and 
my faith journey.  
 
With love,  
 
Elizabeth Hurd  
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From UMW Cherry Pie Committee 
 
A very special thanks to the entire congregation and to several volunteers from the neighborhood and surrounding 
churches. As you can see by the pictures, we met new faces, made new friends and had lots of fun and many laughs 
and stories to tell. 
 
Thanks to be God. 
The Pie Committee 
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KDN has been organized for another summer of outreach to the children in 
our neighborhood.  Our effort this year will again be under the leadership of 
Annie Timm.  She will be assisted by Josie Awe and Avery Greene. 
 
KDN meets Monday - Thursday from June 27 to August 4. 
 
Lunch and snacks are provided to each child who attends KDN.  This would 
not be possible without the generous donations from our congregation. 

If you would be willing to provide and prepare lunch for up to 30 kids and mission interns, there is a 
calendar sign up board in the Gathering Space or you can sign up on the church website phfumc.org 
on the KDN page. We also need drivers for field trips on Thursdays. Sign up sheets are in the 
Gathering Space. 
 
Many thanks for helping to continue this outreach ministry!  

Kitchen Update 
 

Upgrades to the 1982 kitchen included, but not limited to new stainless steel counter tops, painted 
cabinets and new vinyl flooring, all of which meet health department requirements.  No general 
budget money was used as the project was funded from the Endowment Fund, the Memorial 
Committee and the pie sale.  The work was extensive and required moving the large stoves and 
ovens, disconnecting and reinstalling the electricity hookups, removing and reinstalling the sliding 
screen door and removing and reinstalling part of the dishwasher equipment. 
 
The project was a team effort involving input and work from many people, but a special Thank You 
to Judy Parent, Chairperson of the Kitchen Committee and Dave Moore from the Trustees for the 
electrical work. 
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF EDNA FOSS 
For Endowment  
 
Ann Timm 
Helen Rosbolt 
Rick & Kathy Slumpff 
Chuck & Janet Clark 
Sharon Betts 
Tom & Jean Norager 
Maureen Zieg 
Mike & Debbie Lobb 
Janice Pryor 
Karen Farr 
Mary Brooks 
Suzanne Glenn 
Jeannine Grenfell 
Janet Confer 
Pearl Swanson 
Jan Rich 
Dennis Haase and Jane 
Jack & Betty Rowley 
John & Ann Kendrick 
Randy & Christine Vinande 
Sylvia Johnson 
Bruce & Barbara Hurd 
Mary Ecker 
Wendy & Scott Crawford 
Brian & Barb Belanger 
Anthony & Althea Richards 
Shirley Yorke 
Chuck & Ann Jacobs 
Elsie Van Camp 
Lee & Marilyn Vander Esch 
Clark & Kathleen Kramer 
UMW 
Sanctuary Choir 
Kathy Cay 
Chuck & Karen Meshew 
Mike & Debbie Timm 
Nancy Rock 
Joan Fleet 
Don & Noreen Kleinstiver 
Kathy Ekelund 
Sue Pettengill 
Carl & Kathy Kelly 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF ILA HOETGER 
 
Brenda Wheatley 
Mary Ecker for Endowment 
Thomas & Rebecca Gilan for Choir 
Randy & Chris Vinande for Choir 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JENELLA SMITH- 
EMELIANOV 
 
Rick & Kathy Slumpff for Endowment 
Maureen Zieg 
Sue Pettengill 
Chuck & Ann Jacobs 
Bruce & Barb Hurd for Endowment 
Nancy Rock 
Ann Timm for Endowment 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF MIKHAIL EMELIANOV 
 
Ann Timm for Endowment 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF PAT IRISH 
 
Bernie & Jeannine Schneider 
Sharon Betts 
 

Thanks to those who have supported the Flower 
and Radio Ministries in June 
 
Flowers 
~In memory of Lucile Ogden on her birthday (June 3) 
   From John & Dale Ann Ogden 
~In memory of Harold & Loretta Foss and Alfred &         
 Ella Bartley from Edna Foss 
~In honor of Olivia Kaidan’s 10th birthday 
~Dick and Martha Chapman 
 
 
Radio 
  

 In honor and memory of Edna Foss’s 95th birthday 
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AED/CPR Training 
 
An AED/CPR training was sponsored by the Trustees on Monday, May 23, 2022 at 6:00 in Wesley Hall and 
conducted by Tri Hospital.  There were fourteen people from our church in the in-service with actual hands on 
use of the new methods of using this equipment.  The training was part of the Trustee’s security program and was 
very successful.  A special Thank You to Carl Kelly for organizing the program. 
 
There are three AED/defibrillators in the church and they are located in the hall by Wesley Hall, the choir 
stairwell landing and in the narthex by the nursery. 

Pastor Drew’s Run for Hunger 
During annual conference last week, Pastor Drew completed the “5K for Child Hunger Relief in 
Michigan” race. His time was 30:47. Funds raised by this event are used to relieve child hunger 
and food insecurity in Michigan in every county throughout the state. As of this writing, $155 
has been donated. Thank you!!  There’s still time to support Pastor Drew’s run. Donations may 
be mailed to the church with a note regarding its purpose. 

Thank you, all, very much! 

   



 

 

Listen to Our 9:30 Service on the Internet 
WPHM offers a listen live option via the 
Internet.  You can listen to our 9:30 service via 
your computer no matter where you are.  To use 
this service go to www.wphm.net.  At the top of 
the page will be a box with a large red arrow and 
the words Listen Live.  Click on the red arrow.  
You will be able to hear the radio broadcast.  
This option allows our snowbirds and travelers to 
stay connected to FUMC  Please consider taking 
advantage of this wonderful option.   
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Welcome to Evan Michael Reed, born May 24, 2022!  Proud parents 
are Travis and Jenna Reed and proud grandparents are Brian and Barb 
Belanger.  Congratulations to all! 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

Join on August 20th starting at 8 a.m. (ending time to 
be determined by project needs, but generally 
between 2-4 p.m.) for our third annual Rock the 
Block event to bring the community together and 
beautify the neighborhood of Kind Park, at the corner 
of Jenks and 12th Street in Port Huron. 
 
You can sign up to volunteer and/or sponsor the 
event directly on the Blue Water Area Chamber 
of Commerce's website. If you have any 
questions please contact either Kara at 810-985-
9080 ext. 200. 
 
Rock the Block 2021 is a neighborhood revitalization and 
beautification effort that offers minor exterior home repairs 
to homeowners.  It is a collaboration between Blue Water 
Habitat for Humanity and the Blue Water Area Chamber 
of Commerce. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our next Noisy Offering will take place 
on July 31. The funds collected will go to  
The Spero Pregnancy Center. 

Welcome to Estelle Kimberly Marigold, born June 7, 
2022.  Parents are Joseph and Shayna Marigold and 
proud great-grandmother is Gen Johnston. 

The church office will be closed on  
July 4, 2022 in observance of 
Independence Day. 
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 Communion Servers Needed 
  

 

Communion is held the first Sunday of each month and two servers are needed to assist Rev. 

Drew and Rev. Elisabeth.  A sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin board directly outside the 

sanctuary.  Please consider signing up for a month and assisting in this very important part of 

our worship life. 

Lay Leader’s Report on Annual Conference 

Annual Conference opened with worship designed around our theme Mourning into Dancing.  We mourned as 
we remembered the clergy, clergy spouses, and laity who passed away during the last year including our own 
Noreen Wager.  During his sermon Bishop David Bard said that to be in ministry to a hurting world, we need to 
mourn all these moments.  He also stated that to be in ministry, we must trust that God is at work.  God is always 
up to something new, so we dance to odd time signatures of God’s grace. 

Friday night a wonderful ordination service was held.  17 people were ordained as elders or deacons in full 
connection including my daughter Rev. Elizabeth Hurd and Rev. Ruth Vandersande, niece of Rev. Bill and 
Dayna Wright.  Nine others were commissioned as provisional deacons or elders.   

Business of the conference was done.  A couple of highlights.  Starting July 1, 2023, the number of districts in 
the Michigan conference will be reduced from 9 to 7.  Our own finance committee will be delighted to know that 
insurance premiums and ministry shares will not be increased for 2023.  The total conference budget was 
reduced by 4.1% for 2023.  

A conference wide fundraising program called Reader’s to Leaders was approved. This fundraiser challenges 
each church to raise at least $600 to benefit the Liberia Scholarship Program and the Michigan Conference 
Freedom schools.  $300 will be used to send a child in Liberia to school for a year.  It is the conference hope to 
raise enough funds to give 100 Liberian children eight years of schooling.  The other $300 will go to Michigan 
Conference Freedom Schools in Detroit and Flint which are six-week summer literacy and enrichment programs 
designed for K-12 students. You will hear more about this program later. 

I would like to highlight two resolutions that were passed.   

The first calls on the Michigan Conference inclusive of everyone to take action to address the rise in gun 
violence. It specifically asks people to contact local, state, and national leaders to ask for enhanced background 
checks and to reinstate the assault weapons ban.  Many members of the conference shared stories of how gun 
violence has affected them. Bishop Bard acknowledged that there are differing view points on this issue and 
encouraged those who did not agree with the specific actions requested by this resolution to take action in other 
ways that will reduce gun violence.   

The second resolution involved making student debt relief a long-term missional priority of the conference. It 
encourages United Methodists across the conference to envision ways to help relieve student debt. If you want to 
learn more about this, I would be happy to share more information. 

Annual conference ended with Bishop Bard leading us in a brief devotion.  Thank you for allowing me to be 
your delegate to Annual Conference and once again, if you would like to know more about what happened, feel 
free to talk to me.   

Barb Hurd 
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2—Jim Biskner 
2—Randy Vinande 
4—Elsie Van Camp 
4—Brooke Curtiss 
6—Tom Yuhasz 
10—Helen Masters 
10—Sharon Betts 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

11—Bob Kreger 
12—Bob O’Dell 
13—Mike Awe 
18—Marianne Kemp 
18—Mia Genaw 
19—Brenda Ruttan 
20—Michael Daniels 

21—Dave Moore 
22—Gary Crawford 
22—Autum Langolf 
24—Bob Beedon 
24—Richard Harju 
25—Chris Obermyer 
28—David Gladstone 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

 1—Marty & Carolyn Kaidan 
 4—Ted & Kathy Ekelund 
 5—Lisa & John DeLano 
 5—Tom and Chris Reno 
 6—Scott & Wendy Crawford 
10—Joe & Liz Fetterly 
11—Erik & Michelle Carrier 
11— Carl & Kathy Kelly 
 

11—Karl & Hilda Livingston 
14—Emily & Mike McBryar 
16—Craig & Lorrie Dickinson 
18—Debbie & Fred Jagow 
21—Tom & Nancy Smith 
28—Randy & Chris Vinande 
31—Alfred & Nancy Gorinac 
31—John & Judy Parent 

29—Dave Repp 
30—Joe Colgan 
30—Alex Crawford 
30—Dale Kress 
31—Charles Meshew 


