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 Bible Study: the Lifeblood of a Church, the Key to Vitality 

In my Bible reading this morning, I read this very confusing and, quite frankly, disturbing passage: 

When a man sells his daughter as a slave, she shall not go out as the male slaves do. If she 
does not please her master, who designated her for himself, then he shall let her be redeemed; 
he shall have no right to sell her to a foreign people, since he has dealt unfairly with her. If he 
designates her for his son, he shall deal with her as with a daughter (Exodus 21:7-9). 

At first, I could hardly get past the first half of the first sentence. When a man sells his daughter as a 
slave!! Why would a father do such a horrible thing? And what’s implied by if she does not please her 
master? Those and other inquiries immediately sent me on a search to find out what Bible 
commentators had to say. After 45 minutes or so of reading different online articles, I had a much better 
understanding of the passage as well as a better appreciation for its—if you can believe it—progressive 
stance on the rights of Hebrew women in Moses’s day. 

A lot of what we read in the Bible, particularly in the Old Testament, is confusing to us. For one thing, 
we naturally read the Scriptures through the lens of our 21st century world view and sensibilities. While 
doing so doesn’t cause a problem for much of what we read, we nevertheless get tripped up by certain 
stories which either rub us the wrong way or simply don’t make much sense. In 
the previous example, we come to the passage with a deeply embedded 21st 
century perspective about the nature of ‘slaves’ and ‘masters’ which affects 
how we “hear” it. 

Another example is found in the story of Jesus talking to the Samaritan woman 
at the well. Something Jesus tells her always bothers me because with my 21st 
century ears, I tend to hear it in a condescending manner. As recorded by John, 
Jesus tells her, “You [Samaritans] worship what you do not know; we [Jews] 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews” (John 4:22). Whenever I 
read this, I always wonder how she might have heard and interpreted his 
statement (because we all “hear” and “listen” through our own filters, right?). I 
can easily imagine her hearing Jesus saying, You Samaritans don’t know 
anything! Regardless of the fact that your beliefs and worship is steeped in 
generations of thinking and practice, you’ve got it all wrong. You think you know God, but you don’t! 
Now, take it from me, a Jew, we’ve got it right! We know God. We know the truth, but you don’t. When I 
put myself in her shoes, I get offended by his seeming arrogance. But in the story, she wasn’t offended 
by Jesus’s words. In fact, they led into a deeper theological conversation which enabled her to perceive 
the truth of who Jesus is. This story deserves study and not an unfiltered, emotional reaction. 

As you probably know by now, I’m a strong proponent of reading the Scriptures for personal study and 
spiritual edification. But I know that reading the Bible can sometimes raise more questions than there 
are clear answers to. This, in turn, can result in frustration and choosing to not read and/or study the 
Scriptures. This is unfortunate because it’s through the reading of God’s Word that we come to know 
God better. 



 

 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Rev. Robert Ahlbert, brother of Barb Winters 
Joan Andresen 
Nola Grace Blount, great granddaughter of 
 Sue Pettengill 
Kristin Brown and family 
Logan Brown, grandson of Sue Hadden 
Amy Carpenter,  cousin of Carolyn Kaidan  
Joan Cook 
Rusty Cool, brother-in-law of Nancy Smith 
Ella Curtis 
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and 
 Marilyn Vander Esch 
Matt Douglass, son-in-law of  
 Tom & Sue Hadden 
Gwen Dunlap, friend of Drew & Caroline Hart 
Ed Finch, friend of Ellen Hoover 
Dee Lindsey, friend of Sue Hadden 
Val Maher, friend of Carolyn Kaidan 
Jerry and Joan McCoy 

Barbara Parker, grandmother of  
 Brodey Hornby 
Joan Peattie 
Sue Pettengill 
Don & Debbie Plaut, friends of church office 
Ann Poirier, aunt of Carolyn Kaidan 
Tony and Joan Rogalski 
Gordon Ruttan 
Tom Sawdon, friend of Vernita Arnold 
Gary Schultz, brother of Roxanne O’Dell 
Ty Schultz, nephew of  
 Bob & Roxanne O’Dell 
Mel Scott 
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein 
Tom Smith 
Deborah and Chase Stone 
Mark Thorley, brother in law of 
 Bob and Karen Kreger 
Callum Troy 

Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger 
Paul & Kathy Williams 
Lilly Wright, niece of Rev. Bill and Dayna 
Maureen Zieg 
All serving in the Armed Forces 
Our homeless community  
Port of Hopes patrons 
Soup Kitchen Staff and Volunteers 
The son of Jean Sones Goff 
Kristin, granddaughter of Rich and  
 Char Sponseller 
Jim, son-in-law of Rev. Carol Floyd 
Adrianne, niece of Jeanne Sones 
Family members of Betty Sexton 
Mason, Katherine and Eli 
Brett, nephew of Judy Carr 
Kathy, friend of Judy Parent 
Porter and Ethan, relatives of 
  Rev. Carol Floyd 
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Christian sympathy extended to 

If you have a need for pastoral care 
outside office hours, you may contact 
Pastor Drew at (734) 904-9775. 

The deadline for September  2022 Tower Chimes 
is:  Thursday, August 11.  Please submit articles 
to the church office to be included in 
the next  issue.  Everyone is 
interested in your news and needs 
your committee information. 

I would absolutely love for the adults in our congregation to 
commit themselves to connecting with a group Bible study 
or Sunday school class this year. Right now, I’m not aware 
of any organized Bible studies taking place, so this summer 
or fall would be a wonderful time to start one. Remember, 
Bible studies are for people who are wanting to learn more 
and grow in their knowledge and faith, not for those who 
already have lots of Bible knowledge and Bible study 

experience. Beware of the reason for not joining a Bible study, I can’t because don’t know much 
about the Bible. If you’d like to invite some friends together for a Bible study but aren’t sure where to 
begin, I’d be glad to help you figure out what to do. Please note elsewhere in the Tower Chimes of 
the 24-week Bible study I will be leading this fall. 

Please pray about this, friends. What if we set a goal of having 4-5 different Bible studies/classes up 
and running by Thanksgiving? I think that’s a very achievable goal. Pray about it; ask God how he 
would like you to be a part of this important endeavor in the life of our congregation. 

Pastor Drew 

Jeanne Martens on the passing of her brother, Richard (Dick) Cassin of Dallas, Texas on July 3. 
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The church office will be closed on  
September 5 in observance of Labor 
Day. 

A man’s tie clip/bar was found after church 
a few weeks ago.  If you lost the tie clip, 
please stop by the church office. 
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 On June 3rd my son-in-law Jim had his last gene therapy for his stage 4 melanoma...thank you for all 
your prayers, he is now cancer free!  Now they will begin treatment for the calcium deposits that result, 
but he is doing Fantastic!  It was one scary year. 
    You will probably remember Lillian Grace.  She is Jim and my daughter Tiffany's granddaughter, born 
six years ago at 1 pound 6 ounces (where does the time go?).  Your prayers got her, and her mother, 
through a scary HELP delivery.  Well, Lillian is anxiously awaiting a baby sister due to arrive by 
cesarean section when the baby is far enough along for it to be safe...mom is at 24 weeks now and so far, 
so good.  Prayers for the new baby and mom.  She will be my 6th great-grandchild.  
    A little further down my family tree are Porter and Ethan down in Texas.  I've never met them, but if 
you check out my face book page you will see why prayers are being asked for these two boys.  Ethan 
just turned 18.  His younger brother was seriously injured in a tire blowout accident on the way home 
from a horse show...one of the two horses died. They need all our prayers as well. 
 
Thank you ever so much,  
Rev. Carolyn Floyd 

Congratulations to Chad Parent and Lauren Sadocha, 
who were married on June 18, 2022.  Parents are Jeff 
and Lori Parent and grandparents are John and Judy 
Parent. 

Disciple Bible Study: Coming This Fall! 
 

Starting this fall, Pastor Drew will be leading an excellent and time-
tested Bible study for anyone interested in getting a good overview and 
semi-in-depth study of the Old and New Testaments. It’s called 
Disciple Fast Track: Becoming Disciples through Bible Study. The 
original groundbreaking Disciple Bible Study (Disciple I) came out 
thirty years ago, and millions have taken the course, many of whom 
have gone on to take the subsequent, more focused, Disciple II, III, and 
IV. The original Disciple was 34 weeks long (18 weeks for each 
Testament). In response to the changing times, the Disciple Fast 
Track covers the same material in 24 weeks. 
 
Participation is active. For five days each week, participants read 3-5 
chapters of the Bible and have the option of jotting down observations 
and questions in the study manual. The sixth day is for reading the 
provided notes in the study manual. The seventh day is for rest. 
 

Pastor Drew began leading the original Disciple in his first appointment and through the years has taught 
it at least a dozen times. This will be his first time leading the fast track version. 
 
The class will be open to any interested person, including those not connected to our church. If you want 
to invite a friend to be in the class, please do! Class size is limited to 12-15. More information to follow in 
the next Tower Chimes and the church web site. 
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Church Library Hours 
Sunday   8:30 - 11:00 a.m. 
Monday - Thursday   9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
 
Books ~ DVDs ~ Audio Books ~ Coloring Books 
There is something for young and old alike!  
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United Methodist Women (United Women in Faith) 

As a new school year approaches, we would like to remind all women that our September mission is school 
supplies for Roosevelt Elementary. Stores are beginning their Back-to-School sales and bargains are to be 
found.  The following school supplies are needed: 

Pencils  
 

Washable markers 
 

Crayola Crayons (24 per box is preferred) 
 

Erasers 
 

Kleenex (one classroom may use 40 or more boxes per year) 
 
These supplies will be collected at our September 13th meeting and a box will be available in the gathering 
space starting Sunday, August 28.   

Our November mission is gloves for Roosevelt Elementary so keep an eye out for bargains on these also.   

 

Rummage Sale- Save the Dates 

 Coming the last week on September 
 

 Set up will be September 26-29 
 

 Sale will be September 30 and October 1 
 

 Help will be needed on all those dates  
 

 It’s not too early to start setting aside those good quality items that you no longer need.  (Reminder 
no electronics, VHS or cassette tapes, no furniture). Hint: since this is our fall sale, this is a good time 
to sort through those winter clothes to see what is available to donate.   
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 All Church Golf Outings 

Great news.  The golf outings have been so fun that we have decided to add the 5th 
Monday in August and extend into September.  We have changed the September 
dates slightly due to Labor Day.   

Golfing Dates:  Mondays at 9:00 at Willow Ridge Golf Course on North River Rd. 

August 1 

August 15 

August 29 

September 12 

September 19 

All are welcome to join us and bring a friend.  Cost is $17.00 which includes cart. 



 

 

Endowment Fund 
“Launching a Legacy” 

 
Anyone can give an Endowment gift.  
Any size gift may be made as an 
endowment.  You may give it now, or as a 
Memorial for a loved one or as part of 
your Estate Plan. 
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF HELEN JEWELL 
 
Alice Giese 
Rick & Kathy Slumpff for Endowment 
Carl & Kathy Kelly 
UMW 
Shirley Yorke 
Pam Ruehle 
Mike & Debbie Timm 
Jeannine Grenfell 
Mel & Ruth Ann Scott 
Chuck & Janet Clark 
Pauline Wojcik 
Mary Patterson 
The Every family 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF ILA HOETGER 
 
Bruce & Barb Hurd 
Donald & Shirley Duxbury 
Rev. John & Karen Huhtala for Endowment 
Charles & Carolyn Milton for Choir 
Carl & Kathy Kelly for Choir 
Brian & Barb Winters for Choir 
Diane Catlett 
Craig & Marsha Winans 
Tom & Dorothy Harris 
Kylee Haynes 
Roberta Charney 
The Lambdin Family 
Deb Teraikian & boys 
Maureen McKenna 
Ronald & Barbara Malfitano 
Joyce Hyde 
Olivia Haynes 
Neal & Pamela Corey 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF EDNA FOSS 
 
Al & Nancy Gorinac for Endowment 
Rev. John & Karen Huhtala for Endowment 
Brian & Barb Winters for Endowment  
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JENELLA SMITH- 
EMELIANOV 
 
Rev. John & Karen Huhtala for Endowment 
 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MIKHAIL EMELIANOV 
 
Rev. John & Karen Huhtala for Endowment  
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF DAN HOETGER 
 
Rev. John & Karen Huhtala for Endowment 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JEAN KING 
 
Rebecca Beebe for Choir & Music Program 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF PAT IRISH 
 
Barb Bates 
 
  

 

Thanks to those who have supported the Flower 
and Radio Ministries in July 
 
Flowers 
 ~ In memory of Donna Prause by 
       Bob & Jackie Prause 
~ Jack & Betty Rowley 
~ In memory of loved ones by Jack & Betty Rowley 
~ In memory of Jean’s parents,  
       Arnold & Beryl Jensen by Tom & Jean Norager 
 
 
Radio 
~ In loving memory of Janet S. Hillaker from  
 The Hillaker family and Mickey 
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Church Fundraising Policy 
 

 Family members of church members and constituents may participate in fundraising. 

 All organizations must be local church sponsored, be 501 (c) (3) or local schools. 

 Selling would be permitted only in Wesley Hall and the Welcome Center. 

 All other organizations would need to be approved by the Finance Committee through a form 

submitted to the office to prevent unauthorized selling and for coordinating of sales events.  

Contact the Church Office to obtain a form. 

 All sales must be reported to the office and listed on the calendar.  The calendar will list the 

group selling and the product(s). 

 There would be no selling on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Palm Sunday, Good Friday and 

Easter Sunday. 

 The policy will be reviewed each year with the annual policy book update. 

Sacristy Tile Update 
 

New tile was installed in both sacristies and a small storage room because the tile was loose, broken 
and curling up on the edges, which was a safety and appearance concern. An attempt was first made 
to use tile remaining from the original installation, but the color was different because of ageing and 
there was insufficient tile to do a complete job. No general budget money was used as the project 
was funded from the Endowment Fund. 

The pictures show the before and after appearance of the sacristy area. 
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Thank you Endowment Committee 
 
The Endowment Committee allows us to add beauty to the church and also add items that make life easier.   
 
We were able to purchase the following: 
 
1. Shelves in the basement for the rummage sale supplies and to make the basement safer. 
2. Banners to help welcome people to our church and help make the sanctuary welcoming. 
3. A pie mixer that makes pie crust for our apple and cherry pies. 
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Saturday, August 20 

 

Rock the Block is a neighborhood revitalization and beautification 
effort that offers minor exterior home repairs to homeowners in the 
Port Huron area. 

 
Port Huron First UMC will be providing 150 lunches for this event. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Register by July 18 (to order t-shirt) 
To help with minor home repairs and beautification: 
contact Kara at 810-985-9080 ext.200 or kara@bwhabitat.org  or 
Joyce at 810-985-7101 

Must be 16 or older; youth ages 16 and 17 must have a permission slip 
signed by a parent and is notarized. 
 

To help pack lunches on Friday, August 19 (afternoon) 
or Saturday, August 20 (morning) contact Bruce Hurd at 810-334-3877 or 810-987-9782. 
   

First UMC is in mission around the world. 
 

Did you know that Port Huron First United Methodist Church is an Engage Michigan Church? We 
participate in the Mission Engagement Program for the Michigan Conference.  To be an Engage Mi 
church we do the following: 

 
 Learn about missions 
 
 Give 
 

 100% of our ministry shares 
 

 To a Michigan mission project (including right here in Port Huron) 
 

 To a national mission project of the UMC 
 

 To an international mission project of the UMC 
 

 To a missionary 
 

 To UMCOR -United Methodist Committee on Relief 
 
 Act- do at least one “hands on” mission 
 

 
In the next few Tower Chimes, your mission committee will be highlighting the ways this church 
faithfully serves in mission locally and around the world.   
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If you don’t see your birthday or 
anniversary listed in the newsletter, please 
call the church office so we can make that 
addition. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

4—Scott Crawford 
5—Martha Chapman 
5—Rosalyn Sampeer 
7—Betty Rowley 
7—Noreen Kleinstiver 
7—Ella Curtis 
7—Fred Black 
10—Shirley Mapley 
10—John Hlavaty 
12—Elizabeth Meister 
 

13—Carolyn Kaidan 
14—Rebecca Kleeves 
15—Delta Charles 
15—Connie Hill 
15—Andy Wehrwein 
16—Mike Lobb 
16—Judi Wager 
16—Scott Butler 
17—Marilyn Dostie 
17—Fred Kemp 
 

17—Olivia Knupp  
21—Nancy Warren 
25—Janee Fetterly 
26—Brian Belanger 
27—Scott Hisscock 
27—Donna Rock 
27 —Joan Cook 
27—Jim Thelander 
27—Danny Martin 
  

28—Karissa Kaufman 
28—Dawn Fair 
28—Wendy Budd 
29—Timothy Kaidan 
29—Matthew Kaidan 
31—Marilyn Ross 
31—Payton Thomas 

 1—Ron & Sue Allen 
 3—Jim & Pat Dunn 
10—Tom & Sue Hadden 
10—Fred & Eileen Haight 
10—Chuck Smith & Dawn Peltz 
11—Lee & Jo Aplin 
12—Mike & Delta Charles 
13—Jeff and Lori Parent 
16—Chuck & Ann Jacobs 
17—Ken & Shirley Mapley 
17—Bob & Sheila Hisscock 
18—Bob & Jackie Prause 

18—Rick & Kathy Slumpff 
19—Chuck & Karen Meshew 
20—John & Karen Huhtala 
20—Lee & Marilyn Vander Esch 
21—Brian & Barb Belanger 
21—Bob & Beverly Bernum 
23—Richard & Delores Harju 
24—Kay & David Thomas 
25—John & Dale Ann Ogden 
25—Brian & Carol Miller 
27—Bill & Judi Wager 
28—Dale & Sandy Kress 
  


