
 

 

Tower Chimes 

A Publication of  

First United Methodist Church of Port Huron 

February 2023 

Radical Discipleship: Our Calling 

Radical discipleship. Is this something good? The word radical has mostly negative connotations these days. To be 
labeled a “radical” is usually not a good thing. These days, “radical” has mostly political undertones. With it, we 
associate words such as revolutionary, extremist, insurgent, rebellious, and militant. In this sense, few of us see being 
a radical as a good thing. 

But radical has another meaning: relating to the fundamental nature of something; far-reaching or thorough. 
Synonyms include complete, total, entire, absolute, comprehensive, essential, and foundational. It’s in this second 
sense that we’re called to be radical in our Christian discipleship. 

The uncomfortable truth is, Jesus made an absolute demand. When he said, “Follow me,” he meant leaving 
something or someone or some place behind. When Jesus called Peter and Andrew, we read that they “immediately 
left their nets and followed him.” James and John also “immediately left their boat and their father and followed him” 
when called by Jesus to be his disciples (see Matthew 4:18-22). Matthew, also known as Levi, left behind a lucrative 
living as a tax collector when he agreed to follow Jesus. Later on, Jesus warned a prospective disciple that he would 
often be sleeping on the ground (see Matthew 8:18-22). The Gospel writers include a number of instances where 
Jesus invited persons to follow him, but due to the high cost of doing so, chose not to. 

To choose to follow Jesus is to choose a path which, by design, inherently puts us at odds with the norm. And that’s 
because there’s nothing normal—from the standpoint of the world and popular culture—about the way of Jesus 
Christ. It may be that the most challenging aspect of following Jesus is fighting against our tendency to order our 
lives in ways that feel ‘natural,’ or according to our nature. But that’s the thing—when we profess faith in Christ, 
we’re given a new nature. The old nature has been crucified with Christ and we’re made new. 2 Corinthians 5:17 puts 
it this way: “Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has 
begun!” (New Living Translation). However, because we still have one foot firmly planted in this world, so to speak, 
we still feel the pull towards our human, sinful nature. It’s the work of the Holy Spirit to empower us to live for Jesus 
instead. 

So, what’s so radical about living for Jesus? Well, consider the following commands Jesus makes of his followers, all 
found in Matthew 5-7: speak only the truth (and I’ll add, even when doing so goes in someone else’s favor or even 
puts us in a bad light); do not lust for anything or anyone even if it’s only in your heart; root out anger and rage from 
your emotions; forgive without measure; love your enemies (and I’ll add, this includes those whom we deem evil); 
give without getting recognition (and I’ll add, learn to be perfectly fine with not getting recognized); work for peace. 
If you do any of these things completely, you’ll quickly discover how difficult it is to do! Sure, it’s relatively easy to 
do any of them half-way, but thoroughly? 

How about the “greatest commandment”? Is that something any of us can say we do thoroughly and without 
reservation? Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. AND love your neighbor. 
It’s been said that it’s impossible to truly love God apart from loving our neighbor. Put another way, loving our 
neighbor is how we show our love for God. If you take the command to love your neighbor to its fullest application, 
you’ll quickly discover how difficult it is to do. And yet, that’s our call. 

My hope, desire, and what I’ll be intentionally leading us toward, is that our church might become “radicalized” in 
our congregational discipleship in 2023. I’m praying that we’ll discover new ways to share Jesus’ radical, live-
altering love with our Port Huron neighbors. Are you willing to follow me in this pursuit? 



 

 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Rev. Robert Ahlbert, brother of Barb Winters 
Bev Bernum 
Amy Carpenter,  cousin of Carolyn Kaidan  
Joan Cook 
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and 
 Marilyn Vander Esch 
Mark Inglis, brother of Barb Hurd 
Gen Johnston 
Mike Lobb 
Val Maher, friend of Carolyn Kaidan 
Jeanne Martens 
 

Edna McCoy 
Jerry and Joan McCoy  
Sue Pettengill 
Ann Poirier, aunt of Carolyn Kaidan 
Gerald Sheffer, brother of Kathy Stein 
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein 
Tom Smith 
Mark Thorley, brother in law of 
 Bob and Karen Kreger 
Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger 
 

Maureen Zieg 
Nora Zieg, niece of Marilyn Dostie 
All serving in the Armed Forces 
Our homeless community  
Port of Hopes patrons 
Soup Kitchen Staff and Volunteers 
Debbi, sister-in-law of Sue Pettengill 
John, friend of Bruce Hurd 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES AND PEACE CORPS 
Lieutenant Colonel Eric D. Swanson, Marine Reservist Headquarters, New Orleans, LA (Pearl Swanson’s nephew) 
Chief MSgt. Gordon Wager, stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (son of Bill & Judi Wager) 
LCDR John DeLano, serving at Fort McNair, Washington DC.  (son-in-law of Randy & Chris Vinande) 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTER LIBERIAN CHURCHES... 
William N. Ross UMC-Grand Gedeh District —  Rev. Jacob S. Natham, II and Rev. Pewee Wiakanty; R.G. 
Togba UMC, Nana Kru District — Rev. Aloysius Dugbe and Pastor Matilda Wleh; Tubmanville UMC, Sinoe 
District — Rev. Lawrence Sackor 
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PRAY FOR LEADERS OF THE  LIBERIA CONFERENCE 
 Bishop Samuel Quire  
 Rev. Samuel Kanwea, District Superintendent Grand Gedeh District 
 Rev. Morrison Wleh, Nanu Kru District 
 Rev. Morris Jarkloh, Sinoe District 

Christian sympathy extended to 

If you have a need for pastoral care 
outside office hours, you may contact 
Pastor Drew at (734) 904-9775. 

The deadline for March 2023 Tower Chimes is:  
Thursday, February 9.  Please submit articles to 
the church office to be included in the 
next  issue.  Everyone is interested in 
your news and needs your committee 
information. 

~ Carol Kandell and family on the passing of Carol’s cousin, Jan Glodich, on December 26. 
 
~ Betty and Jack Rowley on the passing of Betty’s sister, Ellen Petho, on January 3.  
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The 2023 Radio sign-up sheet is posted on the 
bulletin board by Wesley Hall.  If you wish to 
designate a Sunday, please fill in the date you 
wish to sponsor. 
 
           
  Radio                $80  
  Audio sponsor  $30 
  Video sponsor  $30                                                                                                           
   

 
Thank you to all who support these ministries.  

Ash Wednesday  
 

Ash Wednesday is February 22. This 
year’s  worship experience will 
consist of two parts: 1) a pre-recorded 
message from Pastor Drew which will be available 
online (church website and Facebook), and 2) the 
in-person drive-through imposition of ashes given 
under the church portico. Interested persons may 
come to the church between 12-1pm or 5-6pm. 
You may stay in your car while Pastor Drew gives 
you the ashes.  The chapel will be open during 
office hours of 9 to 3 pm should anyone want to 
come in for prayer and reflection.     

  Sound and Audio for  
Special Events 

 
If your group is having a special event in 
the sanctuary that will require sound, 
video, or both, please contact the office to 
fill out the Sound/Video form.  Please do 
this as soon as you know the date so that 
arrangements can be made for someone to 
be available.  Every effort should be made 
to give at least three weeks notice.  If a 
request is made a week or less before the 
event, it is very possible that no one will 
be available.  Your Audio/Visual Team 
would like to help make your event 
successful, but we can only do that with 
timely notification. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

United Methodist Men will meet on 
Wednesday, February 8 at 6:30 pm in 

the Epworth Room for dessert and 
fellowship.  All men are invited to 

attend. 

 

 

 

The Men’s Bible Study Group is 
studying the book of John on 
Saturday mornings at 9AM in the 
Gathering Area. All men are welcome 
to attend. There is no cost to this 
study nor do you have to attend every 
Saturday. Come when you can and 
learn more about what John has to 
say to us about living a Christian life. 

Facebook.com/PHFUMC 



 

 

Endowment Fund 
“Launching a Legacy” 

 
Anyone can give an Endowment gift.  
Any size gift may be made as an 
endowment.  You may give it now, or 
as a Memorial for a loved one or as part 
of your Estate Plan. 
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Mark your calendar for 
January 29, 2023. The 
Evangelism Committee is 
hosting a soup lunch and 
games immediately after 
church from 11—1:00.  
 
There will be soup, bread, cornhole games 
and board games for those who want to 
play. 
 
Any leftover soup will be donated to a local 
soup kitchen. 
 
Come join the fun. 

 Youth Group Tentative Schedule 
  
 
January 22—Youth Group 11-1:30  
 
January 29—Youth Group 11-1:30  Soup lunch/Group 
games 
 
February 5—Youth Group 11-1:30, Lunch, Devo, Fun & Games 
 
February 12—Youth Group 11-1:30, Lunch, Devo, Fun & Games 
 
February 19—McMorran Plaza Ice Skating & Pizza at the Church, 3-5:30 pm,  
   No cost 
 
February 26—Youth Group 11-1:30, Lunch, Devo, Fun & Games 
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 United Women in Faith/ Limitless Ladies 
 
We will meet Tuesday February 7 at 1:00 to plan out our year. All 
women are invited to bring your ideas for programs and fun 
activities to this meeting. Your ideas are needed and wanted so 
that we can develop a program designed for us. 

 
 

Rummage Sale: Save the Date 
 
The Rummage Sale is changing. We will be doing only one sale this year, so mark 
your calendar for the following dates. 
 
Monday-Wednesday June 5, 6, and 7: Set up 
Thursday and Friday June 8 and 9: Sale 
Saturday June 10 $1.00 a bag sale. 
More details will follow as we get closer to these dates. 

WELCOME TO THE 2023 Festival Concert Series.  
 
Just a bit of information on the upcoming Festival Concert Series for 2023. Here 
are three dates you will want to enter on your 2023 calendar. We will be hosting on: 
Saturday March 11, NexDetour, a cappella trio, Saturday April 1, the Albion 
College Choir and Saturday May 13, River Raisin Ragtime Revue. Watch for 
further information in The Tower Chimes as each date approaches. Each 
performance will no doubt bring joy to your heart and a smile to your face. We are 
looking forward to having you join us beginning on March 11, 2023. 
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 A special THANK YOU to all who helped make the 2022 Christmas Dinner and entertainment an outstanding 
success!  Over 110 people attended the Happy Birthday Jesus and Merry Christmas program featuring Cliff 
Erickson and several members of the audience.  The meal catered by Chef Mike (Moretz) was exceptional and 
featured carved turkey.  Wesley Hall was decorated beautifully and the trumpeting angels at the parking lot 
doors welcomed everyone who entered.  The evening couldn't have been more enjoyable.  
With the cooperative ventures of the Trustees, Evangelism, and Endowment Fund and the generous donations 
from those who attended, all expenses were covered and a gift of approximately $525 was donated to the Red 
Food Pantry. 
 
~The Trustees, Evangelism, and Endowment Committee  
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Altar Flower Reminder 
 
Due to a doubling in price and poor quality, weekly live flowers 
are no longer being put on the altar.  If you have a special date on 
which you would like live flowers in memory or honor of a loved 
one, you are welcome and encouraged to order your own using 
these steps. 
 
1. Call the church office and let them know the date you will be 
 providing live flowers. 
2. Contact the florist of your choice and order your flowers. 
3. Tell the florist the flowers need to be delivered to First UMC no later than Thursday by 
 2:45.    
 

Mission Trip Scheduled with  

Appalachian Service Project (ASP) 

Volunteer Opportunity to Help Homeowners with Repairs 

When:  July 9, 2023 through July 15, 2023          

Where:  Either southeastern Kentucky (our 1st requested choice) or northeastern 
Tennessee.  Site location for our workgroup will be scheduled by staff of ASP sometime in 
April.  

 Who:  Adults and Youth (must be 13 and completed 8th grade) for workgroups 

 Minimum of 5 people needed to complete group, but hoping for more.  
 

 ASP staff requires at least 5 people scheduled by March 1st to allow the planning of 
work sites or we may need to forfeit the opportunity to help this summer. 

 

 You do not need to be a seasoned “handyperson”.  Anyone with the desire to serve 
is needed.  

 
What:  Appalachia Service Project is a Christian ministry that inspires hope and service 
through volunteer home repair in Central Appalachia. Since 1969 ASP’s structured service 
opportunities have brought more than 15,000 people each year to the Appalachian region 
to provide critical repairs for more than 350 low-income families.  

If you have a desire to serve or have any additional questions, please contact Rick Slumpff 
at 810-434-7323 or rmslumpff@comcast.net. 
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF BARBARA BATES 
  
Bernie and Jeannine Schneider 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF TIM BEATTY 
 
Gerald Hisscock 
Nancy Rock 
John and Karen Huhtala for Endowment 
Joan Fleet 

: hand out bulletins and direct people to an 

to assist Pastor Drew and 

Amazon Smile is a website operated by Amazon 

that lets customers enjoy the same wide  selection 

of products, low prices, and convenient shopping 

features as on Amazon.com.  The difference is that 

when customers shop at smile.amazon.com, the 

Amazon Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 

purchase price of eligible items to the charitable 

organization as selected by the customer. 

First United Methodist Church is a registered 

participant in Amazon Smile.  When making 

purchases from Amazon, please consider 

participating in smile.amazon.com and supporting 

First United Methodist Church. The following 

website address will link  directly to 

smile.amazon.com in support of First UMC.  

htps://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-1474920 

Church Library Hours 
Sunday   8:30 - 11:00 a.m. 
Monday - Thursday   9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
 
Books ~ DVDs ~ Audio Books ~ Coloring Books 
There is something for young and old alike!  

 
Does the bottom of your Kroger receipt say "First 

United Methodist Church - Port Huron"? 
 

If not, please go to krogercommunityrewards.com 
and select our church.  Code is VL616. 

 
Funds from Kroger Community Rewards go to 

local mission projects, like the Mobile Food 
Pantry. 

Congratulations to Rev. 
Carolyn Floyd on the 
birth of her 7th great 
grandchild, Larson Wade 
Speer, on January 12, 
2023.  Larson weighed 9 
pounds 10 ounces. 

The Blue Water Free Store is requesting  
monetary donations to help support additional 
maintenance and upcoming upgrades to the 
property (including shades for the front 
windows during the summer months).  Please 
make your check out to the church and 
designate “Free Store” in the memo line and 
the donation will appear on your statement. 
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 Communion Preparers Wanted 
 
 
On the first Sunday of each month, we celebrate 
communion. In order to do this, someone needs to 
prepare it. Can you be that someone? We are 
looking for volunteers who are willing to take a 
month or two and set up for communion. The 
directions for set up are simple. If you feel called to volunteer for a month or 
two, please contact the church office. 

 
COMMUNION PREP 

 

 

COMMUNION TABLE (when ready to serve) 
 

1. Move long table from corner to middle of the pulpit. 
2. Place table cloth on table. 
3. Bread tray with bread covered by a white cloth or tops that go on the trays (2 trays) 
4. Juice chalice with white cloth over the top (2) 
5. One tray of Gluten free crackers 
6. One loaf of bakery bread on tray 
7. Waste basket by each post for disposal of napkins. 
8. Pile of Napkins on two sides of Bell Choir tables    

( if Choir does not come down, take plate of bread, few crackers, a chalice of juice up to the Choir 
Loft)  (ask Steve if coming down) 
 

HOME PREP 
 

1.  Cut bread with crust off into long strips for dipping in the grape juice (1 or 2 loaves) 
 (electric knife works best) 
 

BUY AT GROCERY STORE 
 

1-2 loaves of bread 
1 bottle of grape juice 
1 box of Gluten free crackers 
1 loaf of bakery bread (not sliced or cut) 
 

(There is $10 available from Debbie if you need the $, or you can donate it) 
 

CLEAN UP AND PUT ITEMS AWAY 
 

You will be given a key to the cabinets. 
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Did we miss your special day?  If we missed your birthday or anniversary, 
please let us know. 

 2—Scott Hill 
 4—Janet Doran 
 5—Annie Timm 
 6—Micah Fetterly 
 7—Fred Schaefer 
 9—Jeannette Awe 
 9—Alvastine Stewart 
10—Chase Meister 
10—Ruth Ann Scott 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

10—Rachel Hart 
11—Jennifer Ward 
11—Kurtis Obermyer 
12—Mike Charles 
13—Beulah Parraghi 
13—Judy Carr 
14—Cecily Ogden 
15—Gen Johnston 
17—Jeanne Martens 

18—Vernita Arnold 
19—Tammi Anderson 
19—Zachary Hisscock 
20—Ann Beedon 
20—Bernie Schneider 
21—Kay Thomas 
22—Maxine Hitchings 
22—Jerry Ward Jr. 

24—Darlene Badley 
24—Tom Schlitts 
25—Dayna Wright 
25—Ellen Harneck 
25—Eileen Haight 
26—Barbara Fochtman 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 
   
  6—Bob & Grace Sult 
  7—Don and Noreen Kleinstiver 
  8—Norm & Lori Budd 
10—Bob & Ann Beedon 
13—Joe & Mary Colgan 
19—Randall & Janet Curtiss 
28—Jim and Deb Biskner 


