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 My Pastoral Life in Review: That Was Then, This Is Now 
 
At the end of every calendar year, it’s not uncommon to review the ups and downs, and the ins and outs 
of the previous twelve months. TV shows will recall the year’s top stories; radio stations will review the 
year’s biggest hits; pop-culture magazines will highlight the celebrities who died; and Spotify users will 
be told which songs in their library they listened to the most. All of this falls under the category of “the 
year in review.” 
 
Though it’s still many years away, as I move closer to retirement age, I find myself doing something 
similar related to my career, a kind of my pastoral life in review. I’ve been looking back and reviewing 
what my ministry has looked like. I’m assessing what I’ve accomplished, what differences I’ve made in 
the world, and so on. Because this self-assessment has been unplanned, so to speak, I can only assume 
that it’s a natural part of the life-cycle, and that many others in this same point in their lives and careers 
have found themselves undergoing a similar review of their own lives 
 
As I look back over the past nearly 30 years (my first appointment started in July 1993), my most 
significant observation is that for the majority of that time, the vocational goals I’ve consciously or 
unconsciously set for myself have tended to reflect the worldly aspirations of “moving up the ladder.” 
Most often, this means “getting a bigger church” which, typically, comes with a bigger compensation 
package. In my case, I can say that this goal has been met. For the most part, every appointment since 
1993 has amounted to moving upwards regarding the proverbial professional ladder. 
 
In growing in my awareness about the type of goal which has apparently concerned me most—
professional upward mobility—I’m also recognizing that “achieving” it is not all that satisfying. I’m 
embarrassed to admit that I’m asking myself, “Is that all there is to this?” Of course, the answer is no! 
There’s so much—so much—more to pastoral ministry than being appointed to a bigger church. As I 
look back over the previous thirty years, and also consider my remaining years of active pastoral 
ministry, I want to be more intentional about setting Kingdom-building goals for myself as a pastor. And 
while there is some amount of regret on my part that I’m only now setting these more Kingdom-
affirming goals for myself as a pastor and church leader, I’m grateful that this isn’t occurring to me in 
my final year of pastoral ministry! 
 
To the best of my recollection, I think I can count on one hand the number of adults I’ve baptized in the 
past thirty years. I think I’ve consciously (on my part) led maybe two people to profess faith in Christ. In 
any of my appointments, I can’t say for sure that the congregational “spiritual water table” was higher 
when I left than when I arrived. All of this is not to suggest that I think I’ve been ineffective as a pastor. 
On the contrary; I know that God has used me as a pastor to accomplish many good, Kingdom-building 
things. Nevertheless, in the years I have remaining, I’m hoping to focus my energies on leading for true 
transformation—of individual persons and of our congregation as a whole. This is going to be my 
driving goal in the years ahead. 



 

 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Rev. Robert Ahlbert, brother of Barb Winters 
Bev Bernum 
Amy Carpenter,  cousin of Carolyn Kaidan  
Joan Cook 
Sharon DeFrain, daughter of Lee and 
 Marilyn Vander Esch 
Gen Johnston 
Jerry and Joan McCoy  
Val Maher, friend of Carolyn Kaidan 
Jeanne Martens 
 

Edna McCoy 
Sue Pettengill 
Ann Poirier, aunt of Carolyn Kaidan 
Gerald Sheffer, brother of Kathy Stein 
Joyce Sheffer, mother of Kathy Stein 
Tom Smith 
Mark Thorley, brother in law of 
 Bob and Karen Kreger 
Connie Wedge, sister of Bob Kreger 
 

Maureen Zieg 
Nora Zieg, niece of Marilyn Dostie 
All serving in the Armed Forces 
Our homeless community  
Port of Hopes patrons 
Soup Kitchen Staff and Volunteers 
Debbi, sister-in-law of Sue Pettengill 
John, friend of Bruce Hurd 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES AND PEACE CORPS 
Lieutenant Colonel Eric D. Swanson, Marine Reservist Headquarters, New Orleans, LA (Pearl Swanson’s nephew) 
Chief MSgt. Gordon Wager, stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (son of Bill & Judi Wager) 
LCDR John DeLano, serving at Fort McNair, Washington DC.  (son-in-law of Randy & Chris Vinande) 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTER LIBERIAN CHURCHES... 
William N. Ross UMC-Grand Gedeh District —  Rev. Jacob S. Natham, II and Rev. Pewee Wiakanty; R.G. 
Togba UMC, Nana Kru District — Rev. Aloysius Dugbe and Pastor Matilda Wleh; Tubmanville UMC, Sinoe 
District — Rev. Lawrence Sackor 
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PRAY FOR LEADERS OF THE  LIBERIA CONFERENCE 
 Bishop Samuel Quire  
 Rev. Samuel Kanwea, District Superintendent Grand Gedeh District 
 Rev. Morrison Wleh, Nanu Kru District 
 Rev. Morris Jarkloh, Sinoe District 

Christian sympathy extended to 

If you have a need for pastoral care 
outside office hours, you may contact 
Pastor Drew at (734) 904-9775. 

The deadline for February 2023 Tower Chimes is:  
Thursday, January 12.  Please submit articles to 
the church office to be included in the 
next  issue.  Everyone is interested in 
your news and needs your committee 
information. 

Kathy Williams on the passing of her husband, Paul Williams, on November 23. 
Judy Parent on the passing of her brother, Richard Long, on November 26. 
Scott McNutt on the passing of his brother, Jack Rickert, Jr., on November 28. 
Lois Beattie on the passing of her husband, Tim Beattie on December 11. 
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Disciple Fast Track Bible Study: New Testament Class Begins 
 

The New Testament portion of the Disciple Fast Track Bible study will be starting 
in January, and any person interested in being a part of the class is invited to 
register for it. Participating in the Old Testament portion of the class is NOT a 
requirement. This Bible study is open to anyone, not just members of our church. 
Invite a friend to come with you! 
 
Participation in this class is active. There are six days of reading, which includes 
portions of the Bible (typically, 3-5 chapters a day) as well as the notes in the 
study manual. There is also a place to jot down observations and questions in the 
study manual. 
 
The study lasts 12 weeks, and begins Thursday, January 12. If no class session is 
cancelled (due to weather), the class will end on March 30. Each session goes from 

5:30p – 6:45p. Currently, it meets in the Conference room (next to the Youth room). 
 
If you would like to participate, there is no cost for the study manual. After registering 
for the class, Pastor Drew will give you a study manual. You may sign up for the class 
on the church website. Go to https://is.gd/7G5MSi to sign up. You may also go to the 
home page (www.phfumc.org), scroll down and click the square graphic which reads, 
“Disciple Fast Track Sign-Up” (shown to the right). 

2023 TOWER CHIMES SCHEDULE 
 

DATE ARTICLES DUE           DATE PUT TOGETHER   DATE MAILED 
 
January 12 January 18 January 19 
 

February 9 February 15 February 16 
 

March 9 March 15 March 16 
 

April 13 April 19 April 20 
 

May 11 May 17 May 18 
  
June 15 June 21 June 22 
  
July 13 July 19 July 20 
  
August 10 August 16 August 17 
 

September 14 September 20 September 21 
 

October 12 October 18 October 19 
 

November 9 November 15 November 16 
 

December 7 December 13 December 14 
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Mark your calendar for January 29, 2023. The Evangelism Committee is 
hosting a soup lunch and games immediately after church from 11—1:00.  
 
There will be soup, bread, cornhole games and board games for those 
who want to play. 
 
If anyone has a delicious soup recipe and would like to make a pot for 
that day, contact Judy Parent at 385-8563.  Any leftover soup will be 
donated  to a local soup kitchen. 

 Youth Group Scoop 
January 1—No Youth Group 
   New Year’s Day, Happy New Year! 
 
January 8—Youth Group 11-1:30 
 
January 15—Roller skating/roller blading 1—3 
             Parents drop off and pick up at Family  
     Fun and Skate (the old Skate Port)  1080 Wadhams Rd, Kimball,  
     details to follow 
 
January 22—Youth Group 11-1:30  
 
January 29—Youth Group 11-1:30  Soup lunch/Group games 
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United Methodist Men 
 
United Methodist Men will meet Wednesday 
January 11 at 6:30 in the Epworth Room for 
dessert and fellowship. All men are invited to 
attend. 

 

 

 

All Men are invited to a  Bible Study  

After a brief break for the holidays, the Men’s 
Bible Study will resume their Saturday morning 
meetings on January 7 at 9:00. They will begin 
studying the Gospel of John. There is no cost to 
this study. This is an informal study; you do not 
have to commit to come to every session. Come 
when you can to study God’s word as recorded in 
John’s Gospel. All men are welcome.  

 
 

United Women in Faith (UMW) 
 
United Women in Faith will meet Tuesday, January 3 at 1:00 in the Epworth 
Room. This is an important meeting as we will be determining how to move 
forward in 2023. All voices need to be heard as we decide our future, so 
please mark your calendars and plan to come. 
 
 

Confirmation Class Update 
 

Our confirmands have spent the past few weeks learning about the Trinity. 
We have discussed God as our Father and answered the question God is….. 
We have looked at the many names for Jesus that are mentioned in the 
Bible and have listened for those names being mentioned in worship. They 
have listed ways the Holy Spirit has appeared to people in the Bible and 
made bookmarks to remind them that the Spirit is with them in their daily 
lives. It is a joy to see our confirmands grow in their understanding. Please 
continue to keep them in prayer as they continue their faith journey. 

De-Hanging of the Greens will take place on Monday, 
January 9, 2023 at 9 am.  Please come if you can and help 
take down the Advent and Christmas decorations.  Many 
hands make light work. 
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF DONNA ROCK 
Randy & Chris Vinande for Endowment 
Mary Pochodylo 
John & Stephanie McKenzie 
Bill Rock Family 
William & Wilanne Kimball 
Dru & Mark Warsinski 
Marilyn Abernathy 
Annette M. Phipps 
Dave & Betty L. McElroy 
Bob & Sharon Armstead 
Mary Schneider 
Norm Warsinski 
Joyce, Bruce & Molly Dawdon 
Cheryl Frank 
Laura Frank 
Ann & Duane Midgley 
Michael & Linda Bonney 
Judy & Ida Bonney 
Gary & Cheryl Crawford for Endowment 
Kathleen & Carl Kelly 
Mary Summerer 
Kim & Kevin Renno 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF PAUL WILLIAMS 
Randy & Chris Vinande for Endowment 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF BARBARA BATES 
Dixie Kromer 
United Methodist Women 
Mike & Debbie Timm 
Tom & Jean Norager 
Bob & Karen Kreger 
Judy & Sally Winkler 
Jeff Bates & Colleen Swedberg 
Sharon Betts 
Joan Fleet 
Lee & Jo Aplin 
Sue Ann Ostrom 
Larry & Linda McNamara 
Randy & Cindy Anderson 
Jim & Dawn Licht 
Jamie Barrett-Whitefield 
Tom & Chris Reno 
 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF JOAN PEATTIE 
Joan Andresen 
 
 
 

The Noisy Offering 
taken on January 29, 
2023  will support 
the Readers to 
Leaders campaign, an 
effort to support the 
Liberian Scholarship 
Fund, expand Freedom Schools across Michigan, 
and support mission with community schools.    

January 15, 2023—Human Relations Day 
 
 This offering supports ministries of social justice 
and outreach like the Community Developers, 
Volunteer Service and Youth Offender 
Rehabilitation Programs.  

Contribution statements were recently 
mailed.   Please review your statement for 
accuracy prior to the year end and let 
Debbie know if you have any questions. 
  
Contributions for 2022 must be postmarked 
or remitted by January 6, 2023 in order to 
be included on your 2022 Giving 
Statement.   Please clearly mark your 
check or offering envelope stating that it is 
a 2022 contribution.  
  
All contributions received after January 6, 
2023 will be included on your 2023 Giving 
Statement. 
  
Contribution statements for 2022 will be 
mailed the week of January 16, 2022. 
  
Thank you! 
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Dear Members of First United, 
Thank you so much for your recent donation to Mid-City Nutrition. Donations like these go a long way toward 
our mission of serving hot meals daily to anyone who needs it. As the cost of food and other goods continue to 
rise, our ability to continue this program becomes even more important. We welcome new faces every day and 
will continue to help for as long as there is need in the community. This generosity will fill many stomachs and 
hearts. 
Have a wonderful holiday season. 
 
Sarah Jones, Executive Director 

 
 
Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for your support of Haiti Children Project. I am excited to join the team and support 
this beautiful ministry. Haiti is hurting and our students are scared, but they know God is mov-
ing for His glory. It is a joy to join with you on the mission. 
 

Jennifer Baldwin, Executive Assistant 

 
 

Thank you from the Mission Committee 
 

Thank you so much for your generous support of the Red Food Pantry. Our shelves are 
once again full. The need has increased and we have noticed an increase in the number of people using the 
pantry. One father told us how much it means for his family as he took breakfast food out. Another person told 
us that every little bit helps more than we know. 
 
We would also like to thank all those who donated items for Port of Hopes. Your generosity was truly remark-
able. Port of Hopes will not only be able to provide a Christmas bag for their clients, but also have some items 
in reserve for when they are needed. 
 
You are a giving church and your generosity is making a difference in the lives of our neighbors. 
 
 

Thank you  

The Music/Worship Committee would like to thank the Endowment Committee for the grant to provide wor-
ship bags to our shut-ins. Part of this grant was used to provide 37 Advent worship bags for 48 people. Thank 
you also to all who delivered the worship bags to our shut-ins. Your willingness to give your time and support 
this ministry is very much appreciated.  

 
 
This was our first year working on the Salvation Army Angel Tree mission.  We want to thank 

everyone for making it a wonderful success.  All 100 children’s names were taken in one week!!  

We also want to thank Karen Kreger for her help with the shopping.  Let’s do it again next 

year. 

 

Blessings to all, 

Jack and Betty Rowley 
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Did we miss your special day?  If we missed your birthday or anniversary, 
please let us know. 

  1—Charlene Anglebrandt 
  1—Marvin Warren 
  1—Brian Miller 
  2—Joseph Kaidan 
  3—Sharon Hayden 
  3—Christine Meister 
  9—Delores Harju 
  9—John Ogden 
10—Chad Parent 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

12—Susan Duda 
12—Jo Aplin 
13—Richard Chapman 
15—Jackie Prause 
15—Barb Postill 
17—Tom Hadden 
17—Debbie Jagow 
18—Tom Reno 

20—JoAnn McKay 
21—Sharon Staiger 
21—Jerry Ward 
24—David Kleinstiver 
24—Rev. Tom Badley 
24—Dr. Rick Saunders 
25—Bob Prause 
26—Maureen Zieg 
  
 
 

27—Pam Ruehle 
27—Erik Carrier 
28—Madison Thomas 
30—Clint Sharrard 
  
 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

  
 


